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No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!
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Dear Family and Friends,
Praise the Lord, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Praise the Lord, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

So begins Psalm 103, one of my favorite psalms of thanksgiving. Notice that the psalmist
thanks God for forgiveness, healing, redemption, compassion and provision….but wait!
That means that in order for God to BLESS the writer of the psalm, he (or she) first was in a
state of distress! Forgiveness is necessary only where there are shortcomings; healing is
necessary only where there is disease; redemption is necessary only where there is peril;
compassion is necessary only where there is suffering; and, provision is necessary only
where there is need.
And so it goes, my friends. Troubles are part of life—they will come whether we plan for
them or not, whether we ask for them or not, whether we do our best to avoid them or not.
It’s unavoidable to encounter “trials of many kinds” (James 1:2).
The good news is this: God is present with us no matter what we are going through. And
not just present, but filled with compassion and ready to strengthen and accompany us in
our troubles. And there is more good news: we are part of Christ’s Body, the church! As
we sing with the children each Sunday morning, “No one stands alone.” In the face of our
troubles, we are not alone.
As we turn our calendars to the month on November and the air grows chillier and the
nights grow longer, let us remember that this is a season of thanks-giving. It is a time to be
grateful for our blessings. It is a time to thank God for all of the ways that we are guided
through our trials—with God’s love and God’s church bringing comfort and help when we
are in need.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Bill

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
November 3rd, immediately following the worship service. The Consistory is seeking congregational approval
to secure a line of credit and use memorial fund monies
to begin necessary church repairs. A capital fundraising
campaign will be introduced to strategically off-set any
incurred debts. Please attend this important meeting.
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Honoring William Reith: November 10th
This Event was rescheduled to November
10th to accommodate a change in the
speaker’s availability.

In 1911, thirteen stained glass windows
were installed in the Church’s
sanctuary, vestibule and parlor (which,
at the time, was the Sunday School
room). Their beauty continues to
inspire us to this day. The creator of
these masterpieces was William Reith,
a Philadelphia artisan.
On Sunday, November 10th during our
worship service, we will have the
honor of a guest speaker who will
deliver a special message about our

windows and their creator. Ms. Laura A.
Young, the great granddaughter of
William Reith, will share with us stories of
her grandfather and his ministry—and
insights into our beautiful windows.
Persons interested in learning more
about our windows are also encouraged
to take a look at The Windows of Boehm’s
United Church of Christ: And the Portrait
in the Sanctuary published by Boehm’s
History Group. Authored by Bob
Whittock, with photographs of the
windows by Traci Law, this book can be
purchased through amazon.com or from
the History Group.

Movie Night: Saturday, November 9th
Everyone is invited to come enjoy a pizza dinner and a movie (The
current buzz is “Elf”) with your Boehm’s friends on Saturday, November
9th. The pizza will be served at 5:00 and the movie will start at 5:30 p.m.
Bring a bag of non-perishable food items for the Mattie Dixon Food
cupboard as your admission ticket! Please sign up to attend on the
bulletin board in the church foyer.

A Veteran’s Day Prayer
God of all nations, you are our Strength and Shield. We give you thanks for the devotion and courage of all those who have
offered military service for this country . We ask that you would lift up by your Spirit those who are now at war; encourage
and heal those in hospitals or mending their wounds at home; guard those in any need or trouble; hold safely in your hands
all military families and bring the returning troops to joyful reunion and tranquil life at home. Give to us, your people,
grateful hearts and a united will to honor these men and women and hold them always in
our love and our prayers until your world is perfected in peace and all wars cease.
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

On Sunday, November 10th, during the worship service, there will be a
time of recognition for our veterans and those who are currently serving.
On Monday, November 11th, Veteran’s Day, Boehm’s Church will toll the
church bell eleven times at 11:00 a.m. in honor of those who have served, or
are serving, our nation. If able, we invite you, wherever you are, to observe a
moment of silent reflection and appreciation at that designated hour.

Beams from Boehm’s
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“Can We Have S’more?”
BOEHM’S CAMPFIRE EVENT was enjoyed by all who attended. The hot
dogs and S’mores were delicious. There’s nothing like a hot dog cooked
over an open fire…marshmallows too!!
Thanks to Pastor Bill and Tori for providing cool games for the kids. Think
the “eating a cracker, which was suspended on a string, without touching it
with your hands” game was number one….though the “mummy relay” was
close second.

a

Dorothy Cooper rounded out our evening by playing guitar and leading the group in some camp
songs. Thanks, Dorothy!!!
Special thanks to Glenn Palmer for building the fire and setting up the area to welcome our guests.
Without his hard work, this event wouldn’t have been possible!

Pastor’s Bible Study
Every Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 p.m., Pastor Bill leads a Bible study on the scripture being read at the
upcoming Sunday’s worship service. The sessions are primarily conversational with teaching
moments from Pastor Bill. All are invited—all are welcome!

All Saints’ Sunday: November 3rd
Please join us on All Saint’s Sunday, on November 3rd, when we remember
and celebrate the lives of those saints of the church who have died this past
year. There will also be a time of recognition and appreciation for those
“saints” in our lives, both living and passed, who have been witnesses of
God’s grace and love to us. Please join us for this special communion
worship service.

Advent begins on December 1st this year…right after Thanksgiving!
So all hands are needed on deck to decorate the sanctuary on
Saturday, November 30th at 9:00 a.m.
Please come help with the
“Hanging of the Greens”

Ch r
istm
com as is
ing!
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New Offering Envelopes For 2014
THE 2014 OFFERING ENVELOPES WILL BE
AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP ON
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2013.
You will find them on the table in
the narthex (foyer).
Reminder: New design and ……
maybe a new number!?

Hey Mommas, Poppas, and Others with Little Ones!
For those who are keeping their children with them during worship service, there is a small
selection of children’s books at the rear of the sanctuary (in the windowsill). Please feel free
to make use of them or the nursery as needed.

Stuff Needed!
At the Donation Corner outside fellowship
hall we are collecting gently used clothing,
housewares, toys and costume jewelry. At
the Donation Corner in the Narthex we are
collecting gently used children’s books
(infants, toddlers, children and adolescents)
and new school supplies. In the basket in the
back of the Sanctuary we are collecting nonperishable food. Donations are distributed
to the Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard in
Ambler, Inter-Faith Housing
Alliance in Ambler, Laurel
House in Norristown and St.
Christopher’s Hospital in
Philadelphia. For more
information please contact
Anita Law.

tten
Th e Mi ck!
Ba
Tree is
It’s that time of year
again! Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard
is in need of items for their Santa’s
Workshop including small new gifts,
mittens, scarves and hats. The Mitten tree
has been set up in the Sanctuary and items
will be delivered by the Community
Outreach Group. The last date to donate will
be Sunday December 8th.
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As the 275th Anniversary approaches
in 2015, the History Corner will begin
giving information about the Pastors
who have served at Boehm’s since it
was established in 1740.
1778-1787 : The Synod was not
pleased that Boehm’s and Wentz’s
had called Rev. John Weikel and they
refused to consider supplying a new
one until a formal apology had been
submitted to the Synod. The charge stood vacant until 1784
except for occasional supply pastors. In 1784 after
repentance and apology for past sins, the Synod permitted
John Herman Winkhaus to become pastor for Boehm’s,
Wentz’s and Trappe’s congregations.

7

Helen Reiff

10

Rebe Williams

20

Pastor Jim Williams

24

Lily Coryell/Moore

Winkhaus had recently arrived in America when he
received this call and immediately began his duties as
Pastor. “The people received him kindly, and he served
them with faithfulness and success until April 19, 1787, when
he resigned to minister to the congregation of the Race
Street Church in Philadelphia. Mr. Winkhaus was” pleasant
in his manners, quick in his movements and in his speech,
cheerful and sprightly in social circles and a man of
considerable learning.” Rev. Winkhaus was a very
courageous minister. He stayed with his congregation in
Philadelphia during the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1793
which ravaged the members. He was one of the last to
contract the disease and die.

Welcome (and Thank You!) to the Christian Science Society
The Christian Science Society (CSS) of Philadelphia area is now holding services
at Boehm’s Church on Sunday mornings in the Library from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. They will also meet in the Library on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Please take a moment to say hello and extend a greeting of welcome in Christ’s
love!
To thank Boehm’s Church for the welcome they have received so far, CCS sent the
congregation a beautiful arrangement of flowers. They were displayed in the
sanctuary (and “oohed” over by all) on October 20th. Thanks, CSS!
The Abundant Life Church (ALB) continue to hold their services at Boehm’s
Church as well. There is a small change in their schedule - they will now have
Sunday school in the Nursery room instead of the Library. They have
discontinued their Sunday evening service.
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November 24, 2013

Twenty-Seventh Sunday after
Pentecost

November 17, 2013

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

November 10, 2013

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

November 3, 2013

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost

Date

Catharine Coryell

Lorraine Nowlan

Al Slingluff

Judy Keller

Lay Reader

Hugh Williams & Marie
Wagner

Mike Rowles & Joe
Rosiek

Gary & Diane Rau

Glenn Palmer & Al
Slingluff

Ushers

Rebe Jones

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

November 2013

Angela McKinney

Hailey Palmer

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Anita Law & Diana Rau

Carol Palmer & Leslie
Rowles

Rebe Jones & Joanie
Weidner

Sunday School
Teachers

Beams from Boehm’s
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Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on FaceBook!

Boehm’s Calendar for November
Sunday, November 3

Monday, November 18





Congregation meeting after worship

Monday, November 4

Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 19



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.





COG meeting @ 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 20

Tuesday, November 5



Pastor’s Bible Study @ 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 10




Veteran’s Day service
Ms. Laura A. Young speaking on William
Reith & the Stained Glass Windows
(during worship)

Monday, November 11



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 12



Pastor’s Bible Study @ 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 17



Worship service @10:00 am



Stewardship mtg @ 11:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Bible Study @ 1:00 p.m.



Consistory mtg @ 7:00 p.m.



Christian Ed mtg @ 6:00 p.m.



WHEE mtg @ 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 24



Thanksgiving Sunday



Benefit Concert @ 4:00 p.m.

Monday, November 25



Knitting Group @ 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 26

“Boehm’s United Church of Christ”

Other Meetings at Boehm’s:
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Abundant Life Baptist Church
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 pm
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.



History Group mtg @ 11:00 a.m.

Society of Christian Scientists



Pastor’s Bible Study @ 1:00 p.m.

Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 30



Hanging of the Greens @ 9:00 a.m.
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Consistory & Committee Minutes
November 2013

Consistory Minutes

October 16, 2013

Inside this issue:

The meeting began in the sanctuary while AA was meeting in the parlor. We moved to the parlor
when they were done and the balance of the meeting was held there.

Consistory

In attendance:
Pastor Bill
Al Slingluff
Judy Keller
Pat Delp

M1

COG

M2

History

M4

Treasurer’s
Report August

M5

Treasurer’s
Report Sept

M7

Leslie Rowles
Carol Palmer
Rebe Williams
Lorraine Nowlan

Hugh Williams
Diana Rau
Gary Rau
Joanie Weidner

Met with insurance agent from Church Mutual Insurance – Jay McCann –
The more people that walk through the building, the more chance of liability. However, we
have a good policy and the people renting our facilities hold insurance that will cover them as well.
Tours of the church and cemetery – if these type things are considered a church sponsored activity
- should be just fine. Be sure that if someone rents for a special event that they provide the insurance coverage.
Worship moment by Pastor Bill
Minutes – reviewed – motion to accept the minutes made by Leslie; 2nd by Judy – motion carried
Pastor’s comments – Abundant Life and Christian Scientists situated in their perspective areas
Still discussing to see how we can attract more people to the church
We put a $100.00 full page ad in the Wissahickon Fire Co 100th anniversary booklet – looks very
nice
Al and Fran Slingluff donated the $100.00 for the ad.
Financial and stewardship
Finance and budgets reviewed from 2009 thru 2013 – in 2009 had a 10 year church life. Now with
everyone working together we are up to a 16 year life.
It was suggested that we try to obtain a line of credit, in the amount of $50,000.00 to be used for
some of the repairs that we need for the church, rather than take these funds from our investments
which would diminish the monies in those accounts thus lowering the interest income that we right
now receive on them. We will need the congregation to agree on this step thus a motion was made
for us to hold a congregational meeting Nov 3rd for the purpose of approving us to move forward in
securing a line of credit for the necessary church repairs. Leslie motioned, Lorraine 2nd, motion
carried.
Also gave approval for us to use Memorial Fund monies for help in those repairs.
Christian Education
Carol thanked Pastor for the Blessing of the Animals service
10/19 – campfire
10/27 – Halloween parade
11/9 - Movie night – admission price will be a bag of non-perishable food
11/30 – Hanging of the greens
12/15 – Lasagna dinner/caroling/children’s Xmas play
Tuesdays with Ruth bible study continues

Page M2

Consistory continued
Cemetery – no meeting
Property – lighting in Fellowship Hall was improved by way
of a couple additional lighting fixtures being installed
Motion sensors
Replacing sinks in the powder rooms
Sign to be repaired - $1600.00 plus $300.00 or $1700.00
Jarred was given a 2nd key for the church per his request to
have one to give to his backup person
Christian Scientists have 2 keys as well – we need to remember to be quiet and stay out of
their area when in use
Reminders for everyone to turn off the heat. Jarred will only
be here on Sundays now and he
has offered to put in a programmable thermostat in Fellowship Hall – we ok’d
History – Judy thanked Anita for all of her help and a timeline of history that she presented
Archives for PA
Memorial Day worship service – 2014 – Bob Whittock will
handle getting people involved from
the community
Audit – Hugh and Lorraine – first edition of the audit handbook giving information to know about auditing is available
for review – see Hugh or Lorraine on this
Fall conference meeting – Nov 9 anyone can go – see Pastor if you want to sign up to go
Budget – review and we will go over it and at our next meeting and review with congregation at a Congregational meeting and vote on it – possibly December 8
Consistory – names needed to fill upcoming vacancies
Meeting ended with all reciting “The Lord’s Prayer”.
Respectfully submitted by, Joanie Weidner, Consistory

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

COG Meeting: September 9, 2013
PRESENT: Pastor Williams, Catharine Coryell, Pat
Delp, Leslie Rowles, Lorraine Nowlan, Dara Rowles,
Judy Keller, Diana Rau and Anita Law.
MINUTES
The minutes of the June 2013 meeting were
reviewed and approved with no corrections or
additions.
FINANCIAL REPORT
The financial reports were reviewed and approved.
WORLD VISION
The annual Report Card from World Vision about
Gedefa Chala and a new picture of him was
reviewed.
DONATION OUTREACH PROGRAM
Mattie Dixon Community Cupboard
The November Pink Envelope Donations are
designated for Mattie Dixon and it was approved to
match the donations from the Isabelle Smullen
Matching Fund.
An Article about the Cupboard with Boehm’s
mentioned was reviewed.
The Mitten Tree will be set up the beginning of
October with donations again going to the
Cupboard. Anita will verify the need for small gifts
for Santa’s Workshop.
Inter-Faith
A thank you notes received from Interfaith thanking
Boehm’s for donations was reviewed.
A brief discussion was held concerning the planned
meal to be delivered to Hope Gardens on Tuesday
October 29th. A sign up list will be posted in
October and final plans discussed at the October
meeting.
St. Christopher’s Book Program
Anita reported that there are enough books to set
up a delivery to St. Christopher’s probably in
October. She will alert the congregation of the plan
so people can bring in any books prior to the date.
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COG minutes continued
Laurel House
Donations have continued to be taken to Laurel’s Loft. Judy
gave a brief update concerning Laurel House.
Re-Cycle Program
Anita reported that she will be ordering a new box so that
the current one can be sent out prior to the end of the year.
She will alert the congregation of the plan so people can
bring in any items prior to the date.
KENYA BEST CHRISTIAN CAMPS
A letter received from Erick Simba thanking Boehm’s for
the donation was reviewed. It will added to the next
newsletter.

Pastor reported that he has been in contact with
the Maasai Cultural Exchange Project
representative who indicated a willingness to
make a presentation at Boehm’s Church. It was
approved that $1,000.00 be given from the
Isabelle Smullen Fund for this ministry to be given
entirely this year or paid over 2 years depending
on their availability to come to Boehm’s this year.
Pastor will follow up with them.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday October
7, 2013.

OLD BUSINESS

Respectfully Submitted,

Anita reported that the Bulletin Board will be hung within
the next few weeks. She also showed the Memorial Plaque
that will be placed on it.

Anita Law

The bills have been paid and Anita will submit the
difference donated to COG from the total cost to the
Memorial fund for reimbursement as already approved by
COG and the Memorial Fund.
NEW BUSINESS
An update was give concerning a significant number of
Beanie Babies which were donated by Judy’s neighbor.
Diana reported that she is in the process of cataloging
them and finding current values so that the donation can
be used in the most effective way to reach out to our
community.
Marie Hagner is setting up two concerts. On September
29th it will be for Manna on Main Street. On November 24th
it will be for Inter-Faith. It was approved that money raised
at both concerts will be matched under the guidelines of
the Isabelle Smullen Fund.
Anita will arrange a time that will work for Marie, Pastor
and Danielle from Inter-Faith for the check to be presented
during a Sunday morning worship service.
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History meeting: September 24, 2013
Attendees: Judy Keller, Pastor Middleton, Bob Whittock, Bob Reese, Rev. Bob Calvert, Lorraine Nowlan, and Rebe
Jones
1.) Welcome
·
Thanked Anita Law for her leadership and continued support of the History
Committee.
·
The minutes of the May 28th, 2013 meeting were reviewed and approved.
2.) Financial Report
·
The financial report from May 1st through August 31st was reviewed and approved.
3.) Old Business
·
275th Anniversary: Discussed Rev. Bob’s suggestions for special services commemorating the history of
Boehm’s. Pastor Bill would like to have a special service once a month starting in Jan., 2014 highlighting the
church’s history. The children will also participate in the service. Also, a cemetery tour and serving food indicative
of that time period were suggested events.
·
Judy K. shared a newspaper article from the Reporter about General Hancock.
4.) New Business
·
Booklets printed for the 225th Anniversary were distributed along with a comprehensive time-line of
Boehm’s history which was prepared by Anita Law.
·
A letter from the Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society was reviewed by Pastor Bill. The ERHS group
archives documents which are made available to researchers, et al. ERHS was asking for a donation to help
defray the cost of their work and Pastor recommended that a $50.00 donation be added as a line item in the
church’s budget. Motion was made and passed.
·
Judy shared information about the Conservation Center for Art & Historic Artifacts (CCAHA), a non-profit
organization that preserves and archives documents that are a part of Pennsylvania’s history. They offer services
such as preservation assessment and also have grants available for funding. Judy will contact them for
information.
·
Anita Law found some Christian Ed documents from 1977 which were shared.
·
Bob Whittock submitted information about the Montgomery County 2014 History Fair. The theme will be
Montco in the Civil War. Judy and Lorraine will consult with Anita about any pertinent documents might be in the
museum.
·
Memorial Day Service was discussed. Pastor Bill recommended inviting other churches to participate and
,hopefully, compliment any other local activities planned. Contact should be made between Jan. and May, 2014.
5.) Closing Remarks
Next Meeting is Tues, Oct 22, 2013 at 11:00 am
Respectfully submitted, Judy Keller, Chair

Consistory & Committee Minutes
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Treasurer report: August 2013 receipts
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 2013

Balance as of July 31, 2013

$

3,771.61

RECEIPTS

Financial Secretary - August 1 - August 31, 2013
$
62.00
Plate
Current Expenses

2,140.00

OCWM

83.00

Pink (Laurel House)

35.00

2,320.00

Other
Error in recording July PECO bill

30.00

Bull. Sponsor - Coryell

10.00

Total Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

40.00

2,360.00

$

6,131.61
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Treasurer’s Report August 2013 Disbursements
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

August 2013
Balance from Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

$

6,131.61

DISBURSEMENTS
Utilities
G. Leck & Son - Trash Removal

56.75

Verizon - Phone/Internet

135.31

PECO

244.14

436.20

88.63

88.63

34.20

34.20

291.57

291.57

Office
Ricoh USA - copies (5/9-8/8/13)
Worship & Music
Upper Room/Alive - Sept. & Oct.
Repair & Maintenance
M. Rowles - pump, check valve, fittings
Miscellaneous
Trasnfer to Payroll (Gen. Fd.)

Balance as of August 31, 2013

2,000.00

2,000.00

2,850.60

$

3,281.01
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Treasurer’s Report September receipts
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
September 2013

Balance as of August 31, 2013

$

3,281.01

RECEIPTS
Financial Secretary Sept. 1 - Sept. 30, 2013
$
81.00
Plate
Current Expenses

3,519.00

OCWM

185.00

Pink (Laurel House)

32.00

3,817.00

Other
Profit - sale "kiddie toilets"

160.00

Chicken BBQ

215.00

Bulletin Sponsor - Coryell

10.00

Don. - Sound System - Hagner

500.00

COG- Reimb. Bulletin Board

169.99

ALBC - Rent Sept. & Oct.

900.00

Don. Bull. Covers - Calvert

50.00

From CAP - for Payroll

3,000.00

Don. - Tree Work - Rau

100.00

Don. - Cem. Stone Rest. - Keller

900.00

Don. - Basement Plumbing - Coryell

291.57

Total Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

6,296.56

10,113.56

$

13,394.57

Consistory & Committee Minutes

Page M8

Treasurer’s Report September 2013 Disbursements
TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL FUND
BOEHM'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

September 2013
Balance from Receipts & Balance Carried Forward

$

13,394.57

DISBURSEMENTS
Utilities
G. Leck & Son - Trash Removal

56.75

Verizon - Phone/Internet

134.95

PECO

330.50

522.20

Office
STAPLES- COG BB, Paper, Keyboard Drawer 226.97

U.S. Post Office - 100 stamps

46.00

272.97

71.94

71.94

97.03

97.03

67.00

67.00

Christian Education
Cokesbury - Fall SS Kit
Stewardship & Finance
Amer. Church, Inc. - Offering Env. 2014
Benevolences
Laurel House
Miscellaneous
C. Palmer - Chick BBQ - paper products, cake,

125.66

etc.

Redners - chicken for BBQ
Harlan Clarke - Gen Fd. check reorder
Bob McGrath - Tree Trimming
Transfer to Payroll

107.16
48.15
1,000.00
3,000.00

Richard Chiango - Head Stone Restoration 900.00

Balance as of September 30, 2013

5,180.97

6,212.11

7,182.46

