Boehm’s United Church of Christ

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

Lenten Beginnings with St. Paul’s UCC
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The forty days of Lent begins early this year with Ash Wednesday on February 10th. Lent is a special time in the church year when Christians repent, fast and prepare for the coming of Easter
Sunday. It is a time of reflection and deepening of
spiritual practices. This year, Boehm’s Church is
entering into the Lenten season with our sister
church, St. Paul’s UCC in Fort Washington as a
witness of our shared faith, history and commitment..
St. Paul’s has invited Boehm’s Church to join them for their annual Shrove
Tuesday Dinner on February 9th. In turn,
Boehm’s Church has invited the congregation of
St. Paul’s to join us for the annual Ash Wednesday Service on February 10th at 7:30 p.m. More
details will be forthcoming soon. What a joy it is
to walk the Lenten journey with fellow travelers!

“Tuesdays with Jesus
& The Kingdom of God” Bible Study
How did Jesus understand the Kingdom of God? How did the ministry and
teachings of Jesus shift the meaning of “Messiah”? Come join us as we
continue an on-going Bible Study on the historical Jesus and the “Kindom.” There will be two special sessions on Tuesday, January 12th and
Tuesday, February 2nd, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., that will review the
course to date. If you missed the classes in November and December, but
would like to be part of the study, this is a great opportunity to catch up!
The study will then reconvene on Tuesday evenings, beginning in March. The format of the
study consists of scripture studies and teaching
moments led by Pastor Bill, supplemental video
from the curriculum “First Light: Jesus and the
Kingdom of God” featuring John Dominic Crosson and Marcus Borg, and spirited conversation
from the participants. Coffee and dessert will
be provided.
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Dear Friends of Boehm’s Church,
Due to the hectic schedule of the holidays, Carol Pfister (our church administrator) and
I decided to get out the January/February edition of the “Beams from Boehm’s” a little
later than usual. And so, I find myself writing this pastoral missive on January 6th—the
end of the twelve days of Christmas. In church circles, we call this day Epiphany, the
day when Christ was manifested to the Gentiles as represented by the magi (Matthew
2:1-12). It is also when the larger church has historically celebrated the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. At Boehm’s Church, we celebrate the story of the magi on the
Sunday before Epiphany and the baptism of Jesus on the Sunday that follows. In much of the world,
Epiphany is a big deal with festivals, parades and elaborate customs.

For most folks in our American culture, Epiphany is little more than a side note in the Christmastide season. The main event is the day of Christmas itself (or perhaps Christmas Eve for some). For the truly
ambitious among us, it’s not uncommon for the tree to be down, the ornaments put away and New Year’s
resolutions broken before the day of Epiphany is even upon us. When it comes to the Holy Days of
Christmas, Epiphany is arguably the most neglected, and least appreciated, holiday of the season.
I, on the other hand, love Epiphany. It’s my favorite day in the Christmastide cycle.
“Why is that?” you may be asking. Hmm. Let me put it this way…what’s the best day of the year for tax
accountants? April 16th. The day after Tax Day. OK, it’s more like early May after all the late filers and
extensions are resolved. Before that is their busy season. For pastors, Christmas (along with Easter) is
our busy, hectic, sometimes crazy, season. There so much going on, so much to attend to, so much that
needs to be done that it can be difficult to spiritually enjoy the actual day of Christmas. Don’t get me
wrong. I love Christmas. But, it’s a rollercoaster of a holiday.
That’s why I truly love Epiphany. In most American churches (like Boehm’s), for most American pastors
(like me), it’s a time of quieter reflection and peaceful celebration. It’s time to reflect on the meaning of
Christmas, when God broke into the world in a most unexpected and truly revolutionary way. It’s a time
to ponder in our hearts, all that happened—and continues to happen—and to be grateful. Of course,
seeing how busy this Christmastide season was for everyone, perhaps we all need to reclaim Epiphany.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make Christmas as Boehm’s Church so special. Like the
magi, you all bring great gifts!
Peace,

Pastor Bill
Pancake Breakfast
On January

10th,

&

Laughter Sunday

come to worship and celebrate the
baptism of Jesus — and remember
your own baptism as well!
Sunday, March 6th!
Save the date!
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Benefit Concerts: Margaret Moul Home & Habitat for Humanity
During the months of January and February, Boehm’s Church is blessed to host two charity concerts
featuring the vocal talents of Marie Hagner’s High Note Vocals Voice Studio.
The January 24th concert will benefit The Margaret E. Moul Home
(MEMH) which is also known as the York County Cerebral Palsy Home.
Named after it’s founder, MEMH is a private, non-profit long-term care
facility that provides services for adults with cerebral palsy, spina
bifida, multiple sclerosis and other neuromuscular disorders. MEMH
has a staff of very caring professionals and volunteers who provide a
variety of services 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to the residents. The
Home prides itself in its dedicated nursing and support services
specializing in rehabilitation services. Resident services include
vocational education; community integrated therapeutic recreation
services; psychological, social and spiritual counseling; and,
individualized dietary management. The January concert will raise
money for their Dream Trip Scholarship Fund. This fund is available to
residents who want to go on their “dream trip”—wherever that may
be.
The February 21st concert will
benefit Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat’s mission is to eliminate poverty housing. Partnering with
caring individuals and organizations, Habitat for Humanity of
Montgomery County (HFHMC) constructs simple, decent, affordable
homes and empowers hardworking, low-income families to become
homeowners by providing no-interest mortgages with which to buy
them.
This year, HFHMC is hosting “Women Build Week 2016,” a weeklong event where women fundraise, and devote at least one day of
volunteer labor, to help make the dream of homeownership possible
for families in need. No construction experience is necessary, just an
open heart and a willing hand!
Please come and join us at 4:00 p.m. on these dates for a delightful
concert! A free-will offering will be taken during the events to
support these charities. Refreshments will be provided.

Removing of the Greens!
Tuesday, January 12th
9:00 a.m. to 11:-00 a.m.

Sunday, February 14th
(after the worship service)

Please join us as we put
away the Christmas
decorations.
All help is appreciated!
Please come and review the 2015 Annual Report!
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Helping the Community
Meadowlands Country Club, our neighbor in the back, contacted us to
partner with them once again during the holidays to deliver donations they
had collected at the club. Many thanks to Marie Hagner and Judy Keller for
picking up and delivering coats and toys in November and December.
Items were also collected at Boehm’s for Interfaith, the Mattie Dixon Food
cupboard ,and Laurel House. Thank you to all who contributed!

NIMBY Alert
Written by Anthony Robinson
"The Word became flesh, and lived among us."
- John 1: 14

Recently Lutheran pastor and author Nadia Bolz Weber was interviewed on the radio program "Fresh Air." She mentioned the
earnest seminarian who at one of her speaking engagements
asked, "Pastor Nadia, what are your ways, your spiritual practices, for getting closer to God?"
"Why would I want to get close to God," responded Bolz Weber. "Whenever Jesus gets close to me I
end up having to love someone I hate, give away more of my money, or forgive someone I don't want
to forgive." She went on to say that in her life it feels more like "God has come after me."
We do often seem to think of the Christian faith as our human search for God, our feeble attempt to get
close to God. The Bible tells a different story, one more in line with Bolz Weber's experience: the story
of the God who keeps showing up, intruding, refusing to leave us alone, searching for us. A God who
won't take "no" for an answer.
Just when we thought we were safe in some gated community (there are a lot of different kinds of gates
and fences), God moves into the neighborhood, pitching her tent on the corner, down the hall, or next
door.
"The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth."
Is that a threat or a promise? Watch out, God has moved into the neighborhood.
Prayer
Thank you, Jesus, for not staying safe in a distant heaven, but for moving into the neighborhood. Deliver me when I am tempted to say, "Not in my backyard." Amen.
About the Author:
Tony Robinson, a United Church of Christ minister, is a speaker, teacher, and writer. His newest book is Called to Lead: Paul’s Letters to Timothy for a New Day. You can read Tony's
"Weekly Meditation" and "What's Tony Thinking?" at his website, www.anthonybrobinson.com.
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Thank you for your very generous
gifts to Pastor Bill and the staff
this Christmas! We deeply
appreciate your love and support
January
7 Shane Rowles
9 Rob Rowe
15 Angela McKinney
22 Hildegarde Schubert

throughout the year...Boehm’s is a
very special place to work. God
bless you all in the new year!
Pastor Bill, Carol Pfister,
and Dave White

The Council for Relationships (CFR),
a non-profit counseling center with a
satellite office in Blue Bell, will begin
holding training seminars for clergy
and couples at Boehm’s Church. The
CFR will meet several times a year in
the Fellowship Hall.
We are delighted to welcome them
and look forward to the outreach
possibilities. Their first gathering
will be January 22!

27 Linda Jane Moore

Did you miss their concert in November?
If so, here’s another opportunity to enjoy the Liberty Belles!

February
4 Martha Bresnan
7 Pat Delp
11 Judy Keller
16 Lana Rosiek
19 Joanie Weidner
22 Pastor Bill Middleton
27 Bella Rowles

The Liberty Belles Barbershop Chorus, an all-female a cappella group
that sings in the barbershop style is coming to Boehm’s Church on
Sunday, February 28th and will be participating in the worship service!

To learn more about the Liberty Belles, please visit
www.thelibertybelleschorus.com.

HELP WANTED
Do you enjoy the fellowship time after the worship service each week?
Time to talk is sweet and so are the snacks provided
for that time! We need your help to provide those
snacks...the schedule on the bulletin board is often
empty. Please consider signing up. Your fellow
worshippers will really appreciate you!
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Fill A Jar!
Need a new tradition
to begin the new
year? One way to reflect on your blessings as the days and
months pass is to fill
a Blessing Jar. Simply
find a container
(ideally with a lid)
and place it in a prominent place in
your home. Next to it, set slips of paper and pencils or pens. Encourage
every family member to jot down
one thing they’re grateful for every
day. Use different-colored paper
slips for each family member. Every
week, sit down together and review
the many ways that God is present in
your lives.
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MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP
January 2015

Date

Second Sunday after
Christmas Day

Lay Reader

Ushers

Diana Rau

Fran Slingluff

Fellowship
Hour
Sponsors

Acolyte

Sunday
School
Teachers

Mike Rowles & Al
Slingluff

Tori
Middleton

Diana Rau

Joe Rosiek &
Gary Williams

Shane
Rowles

Lorraine
Nowlan

Marie Hagner &
Judy Keller

Bella
Rowles

Mike Rowles

Diana & Gary
Rau

Tori
Middleton

Meredith
MacVittie &
Oliver Will

Angela
McKinney

January 3, 2016
First Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 10, 2016
Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 17, 2016
Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 24, 2016

Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 31, 2016

Judy Keller

Diana Rau

Diana Rau

Rebe Williams

Rebe Williams

February 2015

Date

Transfiguration Sunday

Ushers

Pat Delp

Mike Rowles &
Al Slingluff

Tori
Middleton

Joe Rosiek &
Gary Williams

Shane
Rowles

Meredith
MacVittie

Marie Hagner &
Judy Keller

Bella
Rowles

Diana Rau

Diana & Gary
Rau

Angela
McKinney

February 7, 2016

First Sunday in Lent
February 14, 2016

Second Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2016

Third Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2016

Fellowship
Hour
Sponsors

Lay Reader

Al Slingluff

Acolyte

Sunday
School
Teachers

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD
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Boehm’s Calendar for January and February
Sunday, January 3
 Worship @ 10 am
Tuesday, January 12
 Taking down
the greens @ 9 am
 Brownies meeting
@ 6:30 pm
 Bible Study @ 7 pm
Sunday, January 10
 Worship @ 10 am
Sunday, January 17
 Worship @ 10 am
 COG meeting @ 11:15
am
Sunday, January 24
 Worship @ 10 am
 Benefit concert @ 4 pm

Tuesday, January 26
 History Group meeting
@ 11am
 Bible study @ 7 pm
Wednesday, January 27
 Consistory meeting @ 7 pm
 Brownies meeting @ 6:30 pm
Sunday, January 31
 Worship @ 10 am

Tuesday, February 2
 Bible study @ 7 pm
Sunday, February 7
Worship @ 10 am
Tuesday, February 9
 Shrove Dinner at St. Paul’s

Wednesday, February 10
 Ash Wednesday
Service @ 7:30 pm
Sunday, February 14
 Worship @ 10 am
 Annual meeting @ 11 am
Sunday, February 21
 Worship @ 10 am
 COG meeting @ 11:15 am
 Benefit concert @ 4 pm
Wednesday, February 24
 History meeting @ 11 am
 Consistory meeting @ 7 pm
Sunday, February 28
 Worship @ 10 am with the
Liberty Belles

Other Meetings
at Boehm’s:

Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
Pastor: The Rev. William A Middleton
Office Administrator : Carol Pfister

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on Facebook!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Brownie Girl Scouts
Alternate Tuesdays, 6:30 pm
Phila Grace and Truth Church
Worship: Sundays, 12:30 pm
Bible Study: Fridays , 7:30 pm
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

