
Dr. Peter Linneman has an extensive list of experiences and education, however his college education began at 
Ashland University where he studied Economics, Political Science and German 2-4, graduating Magna Cum 

Laude in 1973.  Dr. Linneman says, “AU is part of who I am. It was where I discovered ‘my gifts’ in life. It was 
where I met my wife and also made several lifelong friends.”  He has been married to his college sweetheart – 
Kathy Swinehart for over 42 years. Following Ashland, Dr. Linneman went to the University of Chicago where he 

earned both masters and doctorate degrees in Economics and started his illustrious teaching career. In addition, for 
37 years, he has been the managing Principal of Linneman Associates, providing strategic and financial advice to 
leading corporations.   

Dr. Peter Linneman is the Albert Sussman Emeritus Professor of Real Estate, Finance, and Business Public Policy 

at the Wharton School of Business, the University of Pennsylvania. A member of Wharton's faculty since 1979, he 
served as the founding chairman of Wharton's Real Estate Department, and was the Director of Wharton's Zell-
Lurie Real Estate Center for 13 years. He is the founding co-editor of The Wharton Real Estate Review. His re-

search focuses on real estate and investment strategies. He has published over 100 scholarly articles during his ca-
reer.  His book, Real Estate Finance and Investments: Risk and Opportunities, has been adopted at over 100 lead-
ing universities and is the leading primary reference source for those interested in real estate finance and invest-
ment.  Dr. Peter Linneman is widely recognized as one of the leading strategic thinkers in the real estate industry, 

and was cited as one of the 25 most influential people in real estate by Realtor Magazine, and one of the 100 most 
powerful people in NY real estate by the New York Observer. Dr. Linneman is the CEO of American Land Funds 
and KL Realty.  He also has served as vice chairman of Amerimar Realty, and was chairman of the board of Rock-

efeller Center Properties in the mid-1990s.  He currently serves on the board of directors of 5 public companies.  
Married for more than 42 years, he has no children, but has a large number of children in the U.S, Germany and 
Kenya who call him “Dad”. 

Dr. Linneman continues to give back to Ashland University each and every year by sponsoring the Dr. Lucille F 

and L.W. Ford Distinguished Business Lecture and Luncheon.  This day provides students a chance to attend a 
luncheon while having the special opportunity to listen to, and interact with a global business leader. Dr. Lucille G. 
and Larry Ford, along with their daughters Jodi and Karen, have been very close friends with Dr. Linneman and 

his wife their entire adult life.  Dr. Linneman says, “While Larry is no longer with us, I always carry his memory 
with me.  And Lucille completely changed my life with her intelligence, teaching energy and caring.”  When Lu-
cille and Dr. Linneman were trying to brainstorm a way to assist AU students, he said, “it was easy to see the in-

sight that our friend (and former AU faculty member) Dr. Tom Shockney had, which was that by bringing my 
friends to campus, we would assist and invigorate students, and honor the Ford family.” Dr. Linneman enjoys be-
ing able to share business and life insights with AU students.  Through his large professional network, Dr. Linne-

man is able to incorporate insightful business leaders to enlighten our AU community during the lecture.  This past 
year at the 13th annual Ford Lecture and Luncheon the guest speaker was, Jolanta Bott, executive vice president of 
Operations and Human Resources for Paramount Group Inc. The next Dr. Lucille G. and L.W. Ford Distinguished 

Business Lecture is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 29 and will feature Jeremy Bloom. Jeremy Bloom is the only 
athlete in history to ever ski in the Winter Olympics and also be drafted into the National Football League. For 
complimentary invitation to the event, e-mail ford-lecture@ashland.edu. 
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