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 Mission Coordinator for Education &
 Interpretation 

A little spark ignited in m
y heart in July 2013.  It w

as a spark that since has fanned into flam
e a 

passion and devotion for the w
ork of U

nited M
ethodist W

om
en.  W

here and how
 did this happen?  It 

happened w
hen I attended m

y first M
ission U

. I cam
e to find m

yself at D
ePauw

 because of a 
scholarship form

, lovingly passed to m
e  on m

ultiple occasions by a friend, w
ho urged m

e to consider 
giving m

y children the m
eaningful experience ChiM

iCa w
ould offer.   At the tim

e, I w
as in a spiritually 

dry, thirsty place, a w
orn-‐out M

om
 w

ith little energy to give anything other than daily dem
ands.  It 

w
as a leap of faith w

hen I filled out the form
, hoping I w

ould have a m
eaningful experience.     

The M
ission U

 Scholarship I received, as w
ell as the C

hiM
iCa scholarships for m

y children, gave all three 
of us a rare opportunity: first, focused tim

e to spend on our relationship w
ith G

od.  And second, tim
e 

love in the w
orld. For m

e, it w
as a life-‐giving experience, opening to m

e new
 avenues of grow

th, 
w

orship, and m
eans to exercise m

y faith. 

M
ay I share som

e practical hints, from
 m

y ow
n experience, for encouraging a young w

om
an or m

other 
w

ith children to attend M
ission U

? 

G
ive her the scholarship form

 early and share it on m
ultiple occasions.  Sum

m
er vacation for 

public school children has dw
indled dow

n to precious little tim
e, so she likely needs to plan in 

M
arch for w

hat she w
ill be doing in July.  She w

ill also need to know
 w

hy this investm
ent of 

tim
e is w

orth it
 share w

ith her w
hat M

ission U
 has brought to your life (or feel free to share 

m
y story above).  She m

ay, like m
e, need to see the form

 a few
 tim

es before com
m

itting. 
Ensure her questions are answ

ered.  W
hat are her concerns? D

oes she have questions about the 

experience needed to m
ake the com

m
itm

ent.   
Be positive.  Explain she and her child w

ill be studying the sam
e m

aterial, each designed w
ith 

age appropriateness
an ideal m

eans to spiritually grow
 t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r!  Share w

ith her the joy of 
fellow

ship at m
eal tim

es (and m
ention, too, the delicious food!)  Share w

ith her the spirit of 

 
Invite her to pray about m

aking the com
m

itm
ent to attend M

ission 
U

 

Perhaps the m
ost m

eaningful take-‐aw
ay from

 m
y first M

ission U
 w

as a 
palpable sense of the love U

M
W

 offered m
e, giving m

e tim
e to rest, 

reflect, w
orship and grow

.  U
M

W
 ensured m

y children w
ere w

ell fed, 
lovingly encouraged, and m

ightily inspired. I hope m
any new

 w
om

en w
ill 

experience the sam
e this July! 

 Feel free to send m
e any questions or concerns

Em
ail m

e at m
thom

aso@
indiana.edu or (812)606-‐0232 (cell).    
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ave the dates: June 26 -­ 28, 2015      
(8 pm

 -­ Fri. Sun. am
) U

nited M
ethodist 

W
om

en of Indiana w
ill return to the 

U
niversity of Indianapolis (U

Indy) June 26-‐
28, 2015, for the 2nd Lim

itless event. Each 
district is asked to send tw

o (2) young 
w

om
en ages 14 to 40 and one over age 40. 

Registration inform
ation w

ill be available 
soon. Please let your W

est D
istrict U

M
W

 
President, Kathie H

art, know
 if you are 

interested, so she can get the inform
ation 



  

 

JOANNE BOW
EN jbowen@

indiana.edu 812-­876-­6368 
 

  
Ellettsville  UM

C  
  

Gosport  UM
C  

  
Pleasantville  UM

C  
  

ShilohW
esley  UM

C  
  KATHIE HART kphart85@

hotm
ail.com

 812-­345-­0876 
  

Bloom
ington  Fairview  UM

C  
  

Darlington  UM
C  

  
M

illgrove  UM
C  

  
Terre  Haute  Centenary  UM

C  
  BARBARA JOHNSON barbara71244@

yahoo.com
  

 
812-­829-­0253 

  
Folsom

  M
em

orial  UM
C  

  
Freedom

  UM
C  

  
M

ineral  UM
C  

  
Newberry  UM

C  
  

Prairie  Chapel  UM
C  

  LISA KELLEY bls1125@
yahoo.com

 812-­829-­5948 
 

Brazil  Union  UM
C  

  
Fillm

ore  UM
C  

  
Spencer  UM

C  
     DEANNE PETTYJOHN Deanne@

pettyjohn.org 812-­236-­7769 
 

Terre  Haute  M
em

orial  UM
C  

  
Terre  Haute  United  Tem

ple  UM
C  

  
W

ayside  UM
C  

   

LINDA PROFFITT slacy@
cvfum

c.org 765-­376-­7781 
  

Covington  UM
C  

  
Crawfordsville  UM

C  
  

Crawfordsville  Trinity  
  

Hillsboro  UM
C  

  
New  M

arket  UM
C  

 JEAN ROW
INGS jhrowings@

yahoo.com
 765-­653-­6053 

 
Bainbridge  UM

C  
  

Benson  Chapel  UM
C  

  
Brazil  Bethel  UM

C  
  

Lena  UM
C  

  
Putnam

ville  UM
C  

  MARY THOMASON-­SMITH m
thom

aso@
indiana.edu  

 
812-­606-­0232 

 
Bloom

ington  Arlington  UM
C  

  
Carlisle  UM

C  
  

Shelburn  UM
C  

  
Sim

pson  Chapel  UM
C  

  CAROL SW
EET sweet1244@

m
sn.com

  765-­653-­8674 
 

Cloverdale  UM
C  

  
Ebenezer  UM

C  
  

Gobin  M
em

orial  UM
C  

  
Veedersburg  UM

C  
 

 
  

 
 

FRO
M

 TH
E D

ISTRICT SECRETA
RY: 

  H
ELLO

: 
 

 
I w

ould like to explain a little about the Sister Church concept.  
First of all the W

est D
istrict officers are here to answ

er any 
questions you m

ay have about  M
issions of the U

M
W

.  Each officer is 
assigned local churches.  W

e w
ill be contacting you to just let you 

know
 w

ho w
e are and keep you inform

ed on events happening in the 
W

est D
istrict and the Conference level.  See below

 the assigned 
churches.  Blessings,  Barbara Johnson, W

est D
istrict Secretary 
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2015 U
M

W
 W

EST D
ISTRICT O

FFICERS 
  

CO
M

M
EN

TS FRO
M

 TH
E D

ISTRICT VICE PRESID
EN

T 

  

  

  

 

CO
M

M
EN

TS FRO
M

 TH
E D

ISTRICT TREA
SU

RER 

-­
  

  
-­

  

Blessings to you all, 
 

 
 

  Carol Sw
eet, D

istrict Treasurer
 

Spiritual G
row

th  
 At the W

est D
istrict U

M
W

 Spring Celebration April 25th w
e 

w
ill once again be celebrating the lives of U

nited 
M

ethodist W
om

en w
ho have entered into eternity.  To 

include w
om

en from
 your churches w

ho passed aw
ay in 

2014 in this celebration of life and service, please turn in 
their nam

es to VP of Spiritual G
row

th, Linda Proffitt, by 
April 15th. (contact info. on officer list)  

  

 Linda Proffitt 
M

ission Coordinator for Spiritual G
row

th 
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