
COMINGS AND GOINGS 
 
Brian Jose has been named the new director of University of Florida Performing 
Arts. Mr. Jose comes to the University of Florida from the College of Saint 
Benedict/Saint John’s University in Central Minnesota where he has served as the 
executive director of Fine Arts Programming since 2008. In this position, Jose was 
responsible for establishing strategic direction for the program, creating a 
collaborative environment between Fine Arts Programming and the faculty/staff 
of both college campuses. Prior to his current position, Jose worked in various 
capacities for the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center at the University of 
Maryland, Arizona State University’s Herberger College of Fine Arts, the Phoenix 
Art Museum, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and the Columbus Symphony 
Orchestra. “I am so thrilled to join one of this country’s most storied performing 
arts programs. It is an honor to take over for Michael Blachly, and to build on his 
arts legacy at this great university,” Jose said. “I look forward to sharing my 
passion for the performing arts with the UF and Gainesville communities.” 
Jose, who currently serves as the Vice-Chair on the Board of Directors for the 
Association of Performing Arts Presenters (APAP), will assume his new director 
duties effective early November. 
 
Paul Organisak, vice president in charge of programming for the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust since 2004, has resigned from that position, effective Sept. 30. 
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/theater-dance/2015/08/31/Organisak-resigns-
from-Pittsburgh-Cultural-Trust-dance-council/stories/201508310147 
 
Wiley Hausam named as the new director of The Broad Stage! 
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-broad-stage-
20150817-story.html 
 
Paradigm Talent Agency announced that they have formed a strategic 
partnership EDM powerhouse The Windish Agency. The Windish Agency, which 
boasts an impressive roster of artists, joins forces with Paradigm and their partner 
agencies, AM Only and London-based CODA Music Agency, under the 
Paradigm Music Division. Together they represent a combined roster that 
includes such acclaimed artists as Aerosmith, alt-J, Coldplay, Dave Matthews 
Band, David Guetta, Diplo, Disclosure, Ed Sheeran, Imagine Dragons, Lorde, 
Phish, Skrillex, Tiësto, Toby Keith, and Zedd, to name a few. 
 
University of Akron's EJ Thomas Hall shuts down as staff laid off, ticket office 
closed As of July 27. 
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/07/university_of_akrons_ej_tho
mas.html 
 
The RiverCenter for the Performing Arts announced that it has named Norman S. 
Easterbrook as its new executive director. Read more here: http://www.ledger-
enquirer.com/news/local/article29490199.html#storylink=cpy 
 



Nederlander to Manage UA Presents Venues 
Nederlander has been selected by UA Presents, the University of Arizona’s 
performing arts group, to manage their operations with an eye towards driving 
ticket sales and reducing staff turnover. 
http://encore.celebrityaccess.com/index.php?encoreId=520&articleId=51524 
 
Ella Baff will leave the Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival at the end of this season for 
the Andew W. Mellon Foundation. 
http://t.co/F4cUOoDHTH 
 
Music Center's head of programming is leaving for a post at USC 
Renae Williams Niles steps down as the Music Center’s vice president for 
programming at the end of July, the third department head at the financially 
pressed downtown performing arts center to exit in a little more than six months. 
Williams Niles said that she is leaving to become director of fundraising for USC’s 
fledgling Glorya Kaufman School of Dance. 
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-music-center-s-
head-of-programming-is-leaving-for-a-post-at-usc-20150630-story.html 
 
Robert Steele, who has served for nearly 10 years as the executive director of the 
Community Arts Center, Williamsport, PA, helping it become a central feature of 
the local arts and entertainment scene, will leave that post at the start of August 
and head to Florida as the new president and CEO of the Delray Beach Center 
for the Arts.  
http://www.sungazette.com/page/content.detail/id/637656/Community-Arts--
Center-s-director-leaving-for-Florida.html?nav=5011 
 
 
 


