
Russell McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

March 29, 2016 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta , Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#: 0012870, Fulton County, SR 9/US l9!Peachtree Road from CS 
164/Deering Road to CS 3377/Pharr Road 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Thank you for your comments concerning this proposed safety and resurfacing project. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the October 29, 2015 Public Information Open House 
(P!OH) and during the 17 day public comment period following the PIOH (the comment period was extended one 
week by request and many comments were received after the meeting). Every written comment received and verbal 
comment given to the court repor1et· has been-made-prut of the proj ect.!s~official record. 

A total of 415 people attended the open house. Of the 1,916 respondents who formally commented 51 1 were in 
support of the project, 1,21 I were opposed, 32 were uncommitted, and 162 expressed conditional suppo1t. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one response 
letter that addresses all major comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. The major 
concerns of the respondents to the proposed project are addressed below. Major concerns were identified as concerns 
that were noted by five or more respondents. 

Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

The following comments pertained to removal of the bike lanes from the project: 
• ! favor center lanes but I am not in support of bike lanes on Peachtree Road. 
• I favor the hybrid plan. 
• Keep all existing travel lanes on Peachtree Road. 
• Peachtree Road is too dangerous for bikes. 
• Bike lanes will conflict with drivers making right turns on to side streets and multiple driveways. 
• Not enough bikes use Peachtree to justifY bike lanes 
• How many bikes will use the proposed bike lanes? 
• The bike lane will cause conflict with MARTA bus stops. 
• Project will decrease quality of life in the area. 
• Continue bike lanes for full length of the project." and "Bike lanes as proposed are too short to be 

effective. 

The primary purpose of this proposed project is to improve safety along the project corridor by adding a two~ 
way continuous left turn lru1e. Th is will assist ease of left turn movements and reduce the incidence of 
crashes associated with left turns. The bicycle lanes were included in the proposed design as a secondru·y 
benefit, consistent with GDOT's Complete Streets policy and the City of Atlanta's Connect Atlanta Bike 
Plan. 

Due to the number of comments received at the PIOH opposing the conversion of a through lane to a north 
and southbound bicycle lane between Peachtree Battle Road and Deering Road, the bicycle lanes have been 
removed from the project. As a result of this change, the proposed project would convert one notthbound 
general purpose travel lane into a two-way continuous left turn lane between the intersection of Pharr Road 
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and the intersection of West Wesley Road. The proposed project would also convert one southbound general 
purpose travel lane into a two-way continuous left turn lane between the intersection of West Wesley Road 
and the intersection of Deering Road. The resulting configuration for Peachtree Road/SR 9/US 19 from Pharr 
Road to West Wesley Road would include three 1 0-foot southbound lanes, a 1 0-foot two-way continuous left 
turn Jane, and two 1 0-foot northbound lanes. From West Wesley Road to Deering Road, the resulting 
configuration for Peachtree Road/SR 9/US 19 would include two 10-foot southbound Janes, a 10-foot two
way continuous left tum lane, and three 1 0-foot northbound lanes. Along the entire project corridor, left turn 
storage would be developed at each signalized intersection where it does not already exist. The proposed 
project would be completed in conjunction with the street resurfacing and will be comprised only of pavement 
resurfacing and restriping the roadway. 

The removal of the bicycle Janes does not impair the ability of the proposed design to facilitate safer left turn 
movements and improve safety, which is the primary goal of the proposed project. 

• Reducing lanes will lead to increased congestion" and "There is already too much traffic on Peachtree Road. 

The traffic s imulation models did not show an increased level in congestion for the corridor. The models 
actually showed an increased vehicle throughput for Peachtree Road. 

• The proposed project will make travelling Peachtree Road more dangerous (i.e. bike and auto collisions will 
increase) " and "Bike lanes will cause more collisions with MARTA riders and buses. 

Two way left turn lanes as proposed in the project have been shown to reduce crashes by 20 percent. This is a 
much needed reduction on Peachtree Road as its crash rate is above the statewide average for a principal 
urban arterial. There have also been numerous pedestrian and bicycle crashes recorded on the corridor. 
Another safety concern is the Jack of left turn Janes. Drivers may grow impatient and try and turn left when 
there is not enough space or time, resulting in a crash. There are also noticeable disruptive traffic patterns on 
the corridor due to weaving. Drivers have learned over time that when they approach an intersection they 
need to merge from the far left lane to the middle lane so they are not caught behind a vehicle that wants to 
turn left. This causes serious safety concerns because those vehicles are weaving in and out of traffi c without 
taking proper precautions. 

• This project will increase neighborhood cut through traffic and be a safety issue to residents. 

Diverting traffic to other roads near Peachtree Road would not be in the best interest of GDOT or the 
community. Based on evidence from similar corridors and datafrom our traffic simulation models, the 
Department expects to see an increase throughput on the Peachtree Road corridor. Because the inside 
lanes are currently underutilized, the provision of a dedicated left turn lane should not negatively affect 
through movement. Because left turning vehicles would have a dedicated Jane, the remaining five through 
Janes would be fully utilized allowing vehicles to travel through the area. Therefore, vehicles are less 
likely to use neighborhood streets to bypass Peachtree Road. 

• Greater protection and area needed for cars making left turns, such as, protected left turns, left turn signals, 
and left turn bays. 

As proposed at the PIOH, the incorporation of a center two way left turn lane along the entire project corridor 
will allow for the development of left turn bays at s ignalized intersections where they do not al ready exist. 
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• Access and congestion around Piedmont Hospital complex needs to be addressed for both emergency vehicles 
and local traffic. 

The traffic volumes at the intersection of Collier Road and Peachtree Road are significant. In order to address 
some of the issues at this intersection, additional left and right turn bays are needed. Additionally, Collier 
Road would need to be widened to introduce adequate rece iving lanes from the turning movements from 
Peachtree Road. These modifications wou ld require the purchase of right-of-way and would affect utilities 
both of which are beyond the scope of this safety project. 

• Increased traffic congestion resulting from the loss of lanes for bike lanes will negatively impact local 
businesses. 

The bike lanes have been removed from the project. With implementation of a typical section that has five 
general use lanes (three in one direction and two in the other) and a continuous two-way left turn lane, GDOT 
is confident that there will be no negative impact to bus iness due to project implementation. 

• An alternative route for bicyclists should be built and Bikes should be routed through neighborhoods instead. 

Addressing alternative bicycle routes is beyond the scope ofthis project. 

• Peachtree Road needs improved signal timing for automobiles and A longer crosswalk time for pedestrians is 
needed. 

The s ignal timing will be optimized when the restriping project is complete on Peachtree Road. The new 
timing will include protected and pennissive left turn phases, updated offsets, and optimized splits for both 
vehicles and pedestrians. 

• New developments will add more traffic congestion to the area. 

Traffic projections included a growth rate in order to take this into account. The Peachtree Road project is 
designed to provide alleviation to this future and current congestion by optimizing the travel lane 
configuration, updating the traffic signal timing, and providing left turn Janes and phases. It a lso should be 
noted that the new developments and future developments were included in the devf lopment of regional 
impact (DRI) study. This study was then used to help extrapolate future traffic vo lures for the traffic 
simulation models. 

• Bike lanes need more protection from automobile lanes, such as a buffer, adding more width to bike lanes, or 
use of pavement reflectors to clearly mark lanes. 

The current roadway width from gutter face to gutter face is 60 feet. The roadway typical section presented at 
the PTOH utilized the existing 60-foot width by maintaining two I 0-foot Janes in each direction of travel 
separated by a 12-foot two-way left turn lane. A 4-foot bike lane in each direction of travel was then 
introduced but has since been removed due to public opposition. To introduce a buffer width between bike 
lanes and adjacent travel lanes would require pavement widen ing and reconstruction of the sidewalk and 
shoulder. This would require the purchase of right-of-way or easements and wou ld also impacts utilities. 

• More travel lanes are needed. 

Additional trave l lanes would require add itional right-of-way and would cause utili ty impacts that are beyond 
the scope of this project. 
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• Delivery trucks and church parking cause problems on Peachtree Road. 

The parking for the churches was identified as a concern for both the safety and the traffic operations of the 
corridor. In response to these concerns, traffic s imulation modeling was created specifically for the church 
parking. The modeling results showed an increase in intersection delay at West Wesley, however, these 
increases were marginal. Trave l times were also shown to increase (+ or - 1 minute) in the southbound and 
northbound approaches near the churches. There was also a decrease (between I to 30 percent) in the amount 
of vehicular volume around the churches during Sunday Morning. The traffic modeling accounted for 
delivery trucks. 

• Turn lanes are not needed. 

GDOT's District 7 office has identified that making left turns is challenging along the corridor and the two 
inside travel lanes have a very low utilization rate of about 15 percent as a result. By conve1iing one of the 
inside lanes to a two-way continuous left turn lane, left turning vehicles are provided a dedicated lane and the 
remaining five lanes can be fully utilized for through movement. 

• Concerned with the reduced width of travel lanes. 

The current design of the proposed project would keep travel lanes at their existing width. Currently, travel 
lanes are 10 feet wide. Upon completion ofthe proposed improvements, the travel lanes would remain 10 
feet wide. 

• Peachtree Road needs fewer bus stops and Provide MARTA stops/bays outside travel lanes. 

The addition of bus stop bays outside ofthe existing travel lanes would require additional right-of-way and 
would impact utilities, which is beyond the scope of this project. 

• Atlanta needs better transit and connectivity. 

The Department strives to provide an efficient and connected transportation system for all users. This requires 
coordination among various agencies including GDOT, the Federal Transit Authority (FTA), the Atlanta 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), the City of Atlanta, and transit agencies such as MARTA. There 
are several projects programmed in the Atlanta MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that are aimed at expanding transit and increasing connectivity in Atlanta. 
Examples include the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) projects, the Beltline and streetcar projects, and various 
Transportation Alternative Program-funded projects. A complete list of projects for the Atlanta region is 
ava ilable here: ht;ID.://documents.atlantaregional.com/The-1\tlanta-Region-s-Plan/rtQ/rtp-project-list.pdf. 

• Widen sidewalks" and "Allow bikes on sidewalks. 

Widening the s idewalks along Peachtree Road would require additiona l right-of-way and is beyond the scope 
of the proposed project. Per state law, bikes are not allowed on sidewalks. 

• Prohibit left turns on Peachtree Road at either certain locations or the entire corridor. 

Prohibiting left turns has not been vetted as an alternative for this project, which will be completed by 
repaving and restriping the roadway to provide safer left turn movements. If install ing a median to restrict left 
turns were considered in the future then additional, major outreach to the community would be conducted. 
The purpose of this project is to provide a safer left turning movement. 
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• There isn't enough data to support loss of one or more travel lanes. 

There are a multitude of sources for the data that were used for the calibration and execution of the Peachtree 
Road traffic simulation models. Among the various performance measures that were used in the simulation 
modeling the most important were traffic volume, travel times, and intersection delays. The volumes that 
were used in this analysis were collected from the Regional Traffic Operations Program (RTOP). RTOP 
allows traffic volume counts to be directly taken from the detection methods in the field. GDOT also used 
several consulting companies that specialize in counting vehicles as a stream of volume data. These volumes 
counts provide a rich array of data that included counts every 15 minutes in a 24 hour period. Reviewing and 
analyzing these data allowed us to calibrate our traffic models with accurate traffic volume counts for the 
peak periods of the day. The next performance measure that was used was the travel times for the corridor. 
RTOP uses Bluetooth readers along its corridors to obtain high resolution travel time data. These data were 
extracted and broken down into segments for the entire length of the project boundaries and used to calibrate 
the traffic simulation models. Lastly, the intersection delays were calculated and modeled using traffic 
simulation software. These data were then used to calibrate the models. 

Once the models were calibrated the data were extrapolated to determine future conditions of the corridor. 
These extrapolation methods were based on extensive development of regional impact (DRI) studies by 
GDOT, corridor manager input, and consultant input. With all these data we were able to create and analyze 
20+ traffic simulation models that encompassed various roadway configurations with and without the bike 
lanes. During the analysis of each traffic model (AM and PM) outputted over 4.7 million volume data points, 
16,000 intersection delay data points, and 150,000 travel time data points were reviewed. These data points 
were then aggregated to an average and used to determine which lane configuration was the best choice for 
the corridor. 

• Two way left turn lane does not provide enough room for deceleration. 

A motorist can decelerate within the two way left turn lane in advance of their turn so that deceleration does 
not occur in the through lane. There are several intersections that are closely spaced along the roadway 
corridor where a two way left turn lane cannot be fully developed between the intersections. These segments 
have been designed with left turn bays that utilize the space currently available while giving preference to the 
intersections with the highest left tum volumes. Because ofthe close proximity of these intersections, a 
motorist may need to begin decelerating while in the through lane before transitioning into the left turn lane. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Carleton Fisher, at 404-631-1981 or the environmental analyst, Aaron Burgess, at 404-631-1159. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Duff 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ab/wed 

cc: Carleton Fisher, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 




