
 

 

 
 

                                                                                                           October 29, 2015 
To: Andrew Heath, GDOT 

North Buckhead, with a population of nine thousand residents and workforce many times 
that number, is the City of Atlanta’s fourth most populous neighborhood.  Motor vehicle 
traffic congestion is one of our neighborhood’s most significant issues.  Because of a lack of 
a roadway grid in our part of the city, traffic is funneled onto a few north-south corridors.  
These include GA400, Piedmont Road, Peachtree Road, Lenox Road, and Northside Drive 
which are our sole north-south routes over the east-west barriers created by Peachtree 
Creek and by I-75/85.  Given these limitations, conditions far away often impact traffic 
congestion in our area.  One such condition is heavy southbound afternoon congestion on 
the Downtown Connector approaching I-20 coupled with the I-75/85 merge, which often 
cause southbound I-85 to back up onto GA400, discouraging its use.  Vehicle traffic, seeking 
to avoid GA400, often diverts to Piedmont Road, Lenox Road, and Peachtree Road.  So, 
when reductions in traffic capacity on Peachtree Road are proposed, our neighborhood gets 
quite concerned.  Such reductions may not be in our neighborhood, but they impact us.      

GDOT plans to improve the safety and utility of Peachtree Road by restriping the lanes.  We 
support the conversion of one of the existing six north-south lanes to serve as a dedicated 
two-way left turn lane.  We are troubled by the proposal to rededicate an additional lane for 
use by bicycles since that may unnecessarily reduce cyclist safety and will reduce 
southbound vehicle capacity.  We sympathize with the plight of bicycle riders, worry about 
their safety, and realize that their route choices are even more limited than motorists face – 
bikes can’t use expressways like GA400 and they are much more affected by topography.   

An apparent premise of the current GDOT proposal is that bicycles have no choice but to 
use Peachtree Road.  Yet, the Connect Atlanta Plan set out an alternate route paralleling 
Peachtree Road over Peachtree Creek.  It will connect Dellwood Drive to the Beltline Trail, 
providing a link to Peachtree Street at I-85.  We don’t claim that route is necessarily the 
best, just that it is an officially planned route that could provide the framework for a 
solution avoiding lengthy Peachtree Road bike lanes – other routes may be better.       

Based on this thought process, the Board of the North Buckhead Civic Association approved 
this resolution on October 26, 2015 for submittal as our neighborhood association’s 
response to GDOT in the October 29, 2015 open house on Peachtree Road restriping: 

Do not proceed with the bike lane restriping proposal on Peachtree Road 
until the City of Atlanta can consider possible alternative bicycle routes 
across Peachtree Creek.  For example, a route through Dellwood Drive and 
Bobby Jones Golf Course to Colonial Homes Circle appears to be feasible and 
safer for cyclists.   

Transportation resources and their absence have costs, both for governments (providing 
pavement, bridges, signage, paint, and maintenance) and for people (inconvenience, lost 
time, and risk of injury or death).  It could be far more cost effective, overall and in the long 
term, to complete a bike link perhaps a few hundred yards long than to sacrifice the traffic-
carrying capacity of a Peachtree Road lane one and a half miles long just to get space for 
two bike lanes that are intrinsically more hazardous than alternative routes would be.   

Respectfully, 
 

Gordon Certain 
President, North Buckhead Civic Association 


