
CAPE COD MODERN HOUSE TRUST TO HOST BENEFIT AUCTION
PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT PRESERVATION OF ENDANGERED MODERN 

ARCHITECTURAL TREASURES

   
SEPTEMBER 2015—The Cape Cod Modern House Trust (CCMHT), a nonprofit organization founded to document 
and preserve the endangered modern architecture of the outer Cape, will host a benefit auction in New York City 
on October 30th, 2015 from 6:30-8:30pm at Greene Naftali Gallery, 508 West 26th Street. Proceeds from the 
auction will support the continued restoration and preservation of these important buildings as well as CCMHT’s 
programming, including public education and artist residency initiatives.

Starting in the late 1930s, Massachusetts’ outer Cape region attracted some of the prime figures of modern 
architecture, including Marcel Breuer, Serge Chermayeff, Nathaniel Saltonstall, Olav Hammarstrom, Charles 
Zehnder, and engineer Paul Weidlinger, who traveled to this unique landscape of beaches, pinewoods, tidal 
marshes, and glacial ponds to build houses for themselves as well as their friends and clients. The vibrant bohemian 
community also included important figures of modernism such as Walter Gropius, Xanti Schawinsky, Konrad 
Wachsmann, Constantino Nivola, the Saarinen family, and Florence and Hans Knoll; artists Gyorgy Kepes and Saul 
Steinberg; and numerous writers and scholars. 

This group of creative luminaries enjoyed a lifestyle based on communion with nature, solitary creativity, and 
communal festivity. Their houses embodied this ethos, including a strong visual and physical connection to nature, 
isolated studios, and outdoor spaces for entertaining.

Legislation was introduced in 1959 to create the Cape Cod National Seashore, a federal park focused on preserving 
large swaths of wilderness on the outer Cape, and was debated for two years—during which time more than 100 
houses were built within the future park’s boundaries, including a small group of significant modernist buildings. 
When the legislation passed in 1961, the houses’ owners were bought out, and the structures were slated for 
eventual demolition. However, many have instead languished under park ownership, and have stood empty and 
deteriorating for decades. The establishment of The Cape Cod Modern House Trust, which has stepped in to 
rescue and restore several of these important buildings, is a crucial step toward the continued survival and 
conservancy of modern architecture in the region.

This benefit auction, curated by the CCMHT, features works by both established and emerging artists, many with a 
direct relationship to Cape Cod and the modernist movement. The group includes unique paintings and sculptures by 
leading international artists ranging from stalwarts like Anni Albers, Suzan Frecon, Louise Lawler, Laszlo Maholy-
Nagy, and Gedi Sibony, to emerging talents such as Bara Jichova, Matthias Kessler, and Livia Corona 
Benjamin. A three-night stay in June 2016 in one of the restored houses will be offered as a door prize at the event.

An auction preview and advance bidding will be available on Paddle8.com from October 16th through 
October 30th at http://www.paddle8.com. Bidding will conclude via silent auction on-site at the event. The auction 
carries a total pre-sale estimate of approximately $100,000.

Tickets to the event are $100 and are available at http://ccmht.org/events/. All proceeds will directly benefit the Cape 
Cod Modern House Trust.

For additional information or images, please contact: 

CCMHT: Peter McMahon, info@ccmht.org // Georgia Wright, georgia.wright@gmail.com
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Complete list of artists

Anni Albers

Bob Bailey 

Livia Corona Benjamin

Sara Bird

Christoph Draeger

Suzan Frecon

Jack Hall

Ruth Hatch

Sarah Hinkley

Heidrun Holzfeind

Penelope Jencks

Bara Jichova

Gyorgy Kepes

Juliet Kepes

Mathias Kessler

Gary Kuehn

Louise Lawler

Irene Lipton

Paul McMahon

Lazlo Moholy-Nagy

Jenny Monick

Douglas Padgett

Xanti Schawinsky

Gedi Sibony

Bill Thompson

Peter Watts

James Welling

About the Cape Cod Modern House Trust



The Cape Cod Modern House Trust (CCMHT) was founded in 2007 to collect, archive and share documentation of 
the outer Cape’s exceptional modern architecture, restore a group of important, endangered modern houses, and to 
relaunch them as platforms for new creative work.

The Cape Cod Modern House Trust has leased and restored three of these abandoned, federally owned houses to 
date:

· The Kugel/Gips house, 1970, by Charles Zehnder

· The Hatch Cottage, 1961, by Jack Hall

· The Weidlinger House, 1953, by Paul Weidlinger

Through educational and creative programming such as artist and scholar residencies, tours, symposia, and 
collaborations with schools of architecture (e.g., the Wentworth Institute, Harvard’s Graduate School of Design,) 
CCMHT strives to re-establish these structures as loci for creativity and scholarship; locate and archive all available 
documentation and imagery; and bring fresh thinking to regional problems of gentrification, lack of affordable housing, 
moribund employment for young people, the need for off-season cultural tourism, and coexistence with a fragile 
environment.
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