
  

 

 

 
 
TO: Whom It May Concern 
FROM: Harstad Strategic Research 
DATE: August 26, 2015 
RE: Key Findings From a Colorado Voter Survey on Funding Roads  

Harstad Strategic Research conducted a statewide Colorado telephone survey of 602 likely 
2016 voters.   The survey was conducted using live interviewers from July 15-20, 2015. 

Colorado voters want something to be done about the roads.  Fully 73% of voters say repairing 
roads and bridges and building new roads to reduce traffic should be a funding priority for state 
government.  

Colorado Democrats and Republicans disagree on a lot, but they agree that we’ve got to find 
more funding for road construction and repair – including 75% of registered Democrats, 69% of 
registered Republicans, and 77% of registered Independents.  Young and old, women and 
men, rural and urban, large majorities of Coloradans across the board agree on this.     

The reason?  Voters cite the number and the size of potholes, rough and uneven roads, and 
heavy traffic and congestion.  They say these things affect their quality of life and that poor 
road conditions are dangerous for drivers.  They also say that things are getting worse. 

 Fully 70% of voters say that the number of potholes has gotten worse over the past five 
years.  Nearly two-thirds of voters (64%) say that potholes are a significant problem for 
them personally. 
 

 A 63% majority say that traffic congestion during their commute has gotten a lot worse.  
Over half of voters statewide say that traffic on I-70 alone is a problem for them 
personally. 
 

 More than half (58%) say that the roads they regularly drive are only fair or poor 
condition; just over a third (37%) say good condition, and only a relative handful say the 
roads are in excellent shape (5%).  Over half (54%) say that their quality of life will 
improve if funding for roads is increased. 

Voters are even more adamant that something needs to be done after they hear some of the 
facts: the 30% reduction in the Colorado Department of Transportation’s budget over the past 
five years, the dramatic increase in travel on our highways as Colorado’s population has 
grown, and the ratings that say that half of our state highways are in poor condition.   

Voters also recognize that the condition of our roads and highway has a big impact on our 
economy, so in their view increasing funding is seen as smart.  Fully 58% say that increased 
funding for the roads will help Colorado’s economy.   


