
GO GREEN!
INN TO INN BIRDING

with Alvaro Jaramillo 
(the guy who lives here & wrote the book!)

Inn to Inn Coastal Birding and Walking Adventure - No cars, no vans, no shuttles!

This is a 5 day/4 night inn to inn birding/walking vacation.  You will stay at coastal 
lodging each night from Half Moon Bay to Moss Beach, California, as you walk and bird 
this amazing and diverse coastline with expert ornithologist and author, Alvaro Jaramillo, 
a resident of the area.  Walking will be mostly flat on well marked paths and free from 
the disruption of shuttles or vans.  Your luggage will be moved from inn to inn while you 
enjoy birding and walking.

Day One - Monday - September 19th - Arrive in Half Moon Bay.  You will stay at the Half 
Moon Bay Lodge.  When you arrive, you’ll be given a map and directions for a self-
guided walk along the coastline to Cowell Ranch Beach.  This is a good place to look for 
Black Oystercatchers, Brown Pelicans, and all three species of cormorants. A thorough 
orientation will take place at 5:00pm, and a welcome dinner will be held at a nearby 
restaurant at 6:00pm. (D)

Day Two - Tuesday - September 20th - After breakfast at your hotel, you’ll be walking 6 
miles today through coastal scrub habitats, and streamside willow thickets with ample 

http://alvarosadventures.com/about/
http://www.pacificahotels.com/halfmoonbaylodge
http://www.coastsidestateparks.org/pages/cowell.htm


views of the ocean and beach. We will begin by birding a willow thicket for migrant 
warblers, and residents such as California Quail, Chestnut-backed Chickadee and 
Western Scrub-Jay. Later on in the day we shall be walking along the coast, where we 
might see Whimbrel, Surf Scoter, loons and many Brown Pelicans and Elegant Terns. A 
picnic lunch will be served along the 
route.  You’ll arrive in the historic 
downtown of Half Moon Bay in the 
afternoon and stay at the Half Moon 
Bay Inn.   The group will assemble at 
5:00pm for a review of the day and a 
complimentary drink.  Following this, 
you’ll be free to have dinner on your 
own at a nice variety of local 
restaurants. Walking today - 6 miles, 
paved and unpaved paths. (B,L)

Day Three - Wednesday - 
September 21st - You’ll begin your 
day with breakfast at a popular local 
coffee house.  You’ll be walking out 
to ocean bluff trails with a bit of 
beach walking.  You’ll be served a 
picnic lunch along the route.  You’ll walk to the Inn at Mavericks or the Oceano Hotel & 
Spa in Princeton-by-the-Sea, passing through the Pillar Point Harbor with an abundance 
of gulls, cormorants, the Brown Pelican and many migratory shorebirds.  We will be 
here during the southbound shorebird migration, making this an exciting day to be 
birding.  We may see Western Sandpiper, Willet, Heermann’s Gull among others.  The 
group will assemble at 5:00pm for a review of the day and a beer tasting at a local brew 
pub.  You’ll be free to enjoy dinner on your own at a nice selection of local restaurants 
and cafes.   Walking today - 5 miles, paved and unpaved paths, with approximately 1/2 
mile on the beach. (B,L)

Day Four - Thursday - September 22nd - You begin with breakfast at a local cafe.  We 
start the day walking the harbor, and perhaps encountering Wandering Tattler, Black 
Turnstone and Surfbirds if we are lucky.  You’ll enjoy a picnic lunch overlooking the 
ocean along the trail.  Your walk will take you out to the famous Maverick’s surf break 
and through the Fitzgerald Marine Reserve.  We will then walk to the exquisite Seal 
Cove Inn in Moss Beach. The mix of coastal chaparral, conifer woodlands, and alder-
willow thickets should be wonderful for spotting migratory warblers, residents, and any 
coastal species we have not yet seen.  We will have a wine tasting and a light and 
casual catered dinner at the inn while we review our birding list and wrap up the trip.   
Walking today - 4 miles, paved and unpaved paths, with walks to beaches and 
tidepools. (B,L,D)

Day Five - Friday - September 23rd - We will have breakfast at the B&B and enjoy early 
morning birding at several nearby habitats, including the grounds and gardens of the 

http://www.experiencehalfmoonbay.com/regions/mainstreet/
http://www.halfmoonbayinn.com
http://www.innatmavericks.com/
http://www.oceanohalfmoonbay.com/index.html
http://mashable.com/2014/01/27/mavericks/#sH.L5JD8lgqZ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fitzgerald_Marine_Reserve
http://sealcoveinn.com


B&B. Historically this has been one of the most diverse little patches of habitat in the 
county, with all sort of unusual species that can turn up here! This is your departure day, 
so folks will be leaving throughout the day.  Walking today - 1 mile, paved and unpaved 
paths. (B)

COST.  The price for this trip is $1,795.00 per person 
for two people sharing a bed or $1,995.00 per person 
for two people sharing a room, but in separate beds 
(one night you will have separate rooms).  Solo 
walkers pay $2,395.00. The trip price includes four 
nights of lodging, luggage transport each day, 
breakfast each day, snacks during the walks, lunches 
during the walks (3 days), two dinners, one cocktail 
event, one wine tasting, one beer tasting, taxes, tips, 
and service fees.  If you are driving, your trip cost 
includes a complimentary shuttle of your car from the 
first hotel to the final hotel so you can leave at your 
leisure on the final day.  You’ll enjoy the expert 
services of Alvaro Jaramillo each day as well as a 
local hiking guide with expertise in the local foods, 
wines, history, and culture of the area. In addition, 
each walker will be provided an extensive trip dossier 
with maps, narrative directions, historical notes, 
nature guides, and a signed copy of Birds of 
California, a book written by Alvaro Jaramillo.   

RESERVATION

The lodging for this trip is extremely limited.  The group will not exceed 16 persons.  
THIS TRIP WILL SELL OUT.  You must pay a $500 per person NON-REFUNDABLE 
DEPOSIT to hold a spot.   The balance will be due 60 days prior to your departure date.   
You will be sent a trip package with maps, instructions, packing list, bird list, historical 
notes, and luggage tags after your deposit is received.

CANCELLATION POLICY

All trips require a non-refundable $500 deposit per person. If you notify us 60 days 
before the start of your trip, we will refund everything you have paid with the exception 
of the $500.00. If you notify us prior to 30 days before the trip begins, we will refund you 
50% of the trip price. If you notify us within 30 days of the trip, we can only refund you 
20% of the trip cost. We recommend you invest in trip insurance to compensate you for 
these types of losses.

Call Margaret at 831-332-7923 or email slowadventure@icloud.com to reserve a spot


