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Introduction 
 

During June, the United Nations calls the global community’s attention to our relationship 

with the natural world by commemorating UN World Environment Day, June 5; World 

Oceans Day, June 8; and World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought, June 18.  

 

As members of the Christian community, we speak of the rest of the natural world as 

“creation.” When we use the word, “creation,” we immediately place ourselves in a faith 

stance with the rest of the natural world. This month we reflect on what this faith stance about 

God’s creation calls us to. 

 

Call to Prayer 
 

Spirit of the Living God, when we pray today, help us to see you more clearly in all of life.  

When we look at the infinite expanse and grandeur of creation, help us to share in your joy 

and hope for life itself. Open our hearts and minds to all that is holy, beautiful, dynamic, true 

and good. Be with us as we seek wisdom, knowledge, and understanding that will move us to 

respond more fully to the needs of the earth and its people. This we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

Experience 
 

If you examine the New Testament closely, you will notice that when someone asks Jesus a 

question he does not give a direct answer. Rather, Jesus tells a story or asks a question in 

return. Jesus turns things upside down and challenges the traditional practices and beliefs of 

his followers and interrogators. One familiar example of this is Jesus’ response in Luke 

10:25-37 when he is asked the question, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus uproots familiar 

religious prejudices with his Story of the Good Samaritan. He calls his hearers to change their 

behavior and to perceive reality in a new way. 

 

Our theme for this month calls us to change our thinking and to perceive reality in a new 

way. Most of us grew up thinking that the Great Commandment meant that we are to love all 

human beings, friends, and enemies, as God loves us.  

 

In our time, new science and cosmology help us to see that human life is intimately and 

profoundly connected with all other forms of life. Hence, love of neighbor and solidarity with 

all creation mean we are called to live in “mutual life-enhancing right relationship,”* not only 

with other human beings, but with all other forms of life. (*Thomas Berry, The Great Work: Our 

Way into the Future, Bell Tower, New York, 1999) 
 

Like those who listened to the stories of Jesus, we may need to turn things upside down and 

change our beliefs and practices. If all of creation is my neighbor, what does it mean in 2015 

to “love my neighbor—to be in solidarity with all creation?”   



 

Reflection 
 

Life teaches us that it is impossible to love whom or what we do not know. To love or be 

loved is a sacred process of self-revelation and a mysterious coming to know another and 

one’s self.  

 

Rachael Carson (1907-19640), American scientist, author, and founder of the contemporary 

environmental movement, is best known for her research which awakened the world to the 

dire effects of pesticides. What Carson is less known for is her conviction that human plunder 

of the earth will change only if one comes to know and love the earth community by 

developing a “sense of wonder.” As the psalmist declares, “on your wondrous works I will 

meditate.” (Ps. 145:5) In what ways can we come to know and love the rest of the natural world 

so that we truly live in solidarity with all creation? 

 

Life teaches us that to be authentic, love must express itself in concrete ways. In the 1971 

Synod document, Justice in the World, the bishops reflect on the mission of the people of 

God today. They declare that “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the 

transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of 

the Gospel, or in other words, of the Church’s mission for the redemption of the human race 

and its liberation from every oppressive situation.” (#6) We cannot love God in isolation from 

living justly—from living in solidarity with all creation. 

 

Action 
 

• Reflect with others on how a new understanding of the Great Commandment might 

move us to pray and live together in new ways in SSND. 

 

• Spend a little time with a particular tree each day for one year and record in words, 

pictures, or symbols what the tree teaches you. 

 

• Create or join a group to study current Church documents on ecological justice and 

develop concrete ways to respond to the global crises of our times. 

 

• Try writing a poem, perhaps a Haiku, to celebrate this month’s solidarity theme. 

 

• Consider why we are called to ecological justice beyond environmental justice. 

 

 

Closing Prayer  
 

Gracious and Loving God, we bring before you our deepest questions so that we may 

discover you in new and exciting ways. We offer you our contemplative hearts so we may 

know you in your sacrament of creation. We share with you our helplessness in the face of 

global crisis so we may never give up seeking peace and justice for all. We thank you for the 

gift of wonder and the Good News of your son, Jesus Christ. This we pray in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 
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