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The 21st session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change will take place from November 30th to December 11th in Paris, 
France. There will be 196 States in attendance, which make up the Conference of 
the Parties. The COP is the Convention’s decision-making 
body. All of the 196 States acknowledge both that climate 
change exists and that human activity has contributed to it. 

At the conclusion of the Convention on Climate Change, the 
COP will create a universal agreement that will allow for member 
states to adopt low-carbon activities for their societies and 
economies to withstand climate change. This agreement must 
be voted upon either unanimously or with a consensus.

The Framework Convention on Climate Change will 
focus on four efforts:

1) Emission reduction targets
2) Financial support for developing countries
3) Implementing ambitious solutions
4) A good example set by each of the COP members

United Nations Climate Change Convention
November 30, 2015 — December 11, 2015

Paris, France
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Climate Change and Catholic Social Thought
   
An exclusive interview with Dan Misleh, Executive Director of Catholic Climate Covenant

    
Education for Justice (EFJ): Why should Catholics and people of faith care about the COP21?  

Dan Misleh (DM): The climate is a common good to be shared by all.  Yet it is in danger of 
reaching a tipping point where our greenhouse gas pollution is warming the planet far beyond 
the norm.  People around the globe, especially the poorest and most vulnerable people in the 
least developed nations, are already feeling these impacts.  Whenever our brothers and sisters 
are in need, Catholics are called to respond.  It is a moral obligation that comes from the center 
of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.

EFJ: How does climate change relate to Catholic social thought?

DM: As Pope Francis said in his encyclical, “Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handi-
work is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian 
experience” (217). The pope, the U.S. bishops and other Catholic leaders have insisted that 
because climate change impacts our planet and its people, we have an obligation to act, to care 
for those who are harmed, and to protect all of God’s Creation.  These actions are reflections of 
our love of God and God’s love of each creature and especially each person. 

EFJ: What can individuals or communities do to participate in Paris 2015? Religious congrega-
tions, high schools, universities, parishes, etc.  

DM: The first thing we should all do is educate ourselves about what is at stake in Paris.  The 
second most important thing is pray that the delegates gathered are inspired to do the right 
thing by the planet and its people.  The third thing is to send a note to Todd Stern, the US rep-
resentative to these negotiations, urging UN climate representatives to protect God’s Creation: 
http://bit.ly/1PSNwpg.

http://bit.ly/1PSNwpg
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Activity
Take the COP21 Quiz to test your knowledge of global climate change 
and the COP21 Convention: http://bit.ly/1DktOOP.

Follow the activity of the Convention using these hashtags: 
#COP21 and #Paris2015

Resources to Use
• COP21 Infographic: http://bit.ly/1MOcN1y

• COP21 Fact Sheets: http://bit.ly/1Ske7xK

• 10 Climate-Friendly Habits: http://bit.ly/1GJTIaO

• Catholic Climate Covenant: http://bit.ly/1nXolEQ

• Interfaith Power & Light: http://bit.ly/20ax0Vd

• Islamic Climate Declaration: http://bit.ly/1TOHER0

• Ecological Buddhism: http://bit.ly/1O7Uc2y

• National Religious Partnership for the Environment: http://bit.ly/1OZ7Wgh

• Global Catholic Climate Movement: http://bit.ly/1HbCfIG

Prayer for the Environmental Common Good
by Education for Justice

As we breathe the very air which sustains us,
We remember your love, God,
which gives us life.

Fill us with your compassion for Creation.
Empty us of apathy, selfishness, and fear,
of all pessimism and hesitation.

Breathe into us solidarity
with all who suffer now
and the future generations who will suffer
because of our environmental irresponsibility.

Move us into action
to save our earth
and to build your sustainable Kingdom.
Amen.
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