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Integrity of Creation         
 

April 22 - International Mother Earth Day  

Celebrated since 1970, International Mother Earth Day 

is currently celebrated in 192 countries, making it the 

largest civic observance in the world. As Pope Francis 

reminds us in Laudato Si’, we have a responsibility to 

“‘till and keep’ the garden of the world” which implies 

a “relationship of mutual responsibility between human 

beings and nature”.  Check out this Earth Day Toolbox, 

this resource guide and these classroom resources for a 

variety of prayer, education, and action ideas. 
 

Paris Climate Agreement Open for Signatures 

The UN expects a record number of countries will sign 

the Paris Climate Agreement on the day it opens for 

signatures on April 22. You will recall that the Paris 

Climate Agreement was adopted by 195 nations back in 

December, making it the first ever legally binding 

universal climate deal. Follow these links to urge Prime 

Minister Trudeau, President Obama, and other world 

leaders to join in signing ceremony. 
 

Laudato Si’ Reflection – Every Day is Earth Day 

Pope Francis reminds us that “there is a nobility in the 

duty to care for creation through little daily actions, and 

it is wonderful how education can bring about real 

changes in lifestyle.”(211)  He suggests some actions 

we might consider: avoiding use of plastic and paper, 

reducing water consumption, separating refuse, planting 

trees, turning off unnecessary lights, car-pooling.  Such 

action “can enable us to live more fully and to feel that 

life on earth is worthwhile.” (212)  Video reflection. 
 

Canada and U.S. Pledge Joint Action  

During the first official visit by a Canadian Prime 

Minister to the U.S. in 19 years, the two countries made 

a historic announcement to curb methane emissions. In 

addition to pledging cooperation on implementing their 

emissions reduction commitments under the Paris 

agreement, advancing clean energy, and preserving the 

Arctic, the two countries both committed to cutting 

methane emissions from their oil and gas sectors by 40-

45 percent below 2012 levels by 2025 and to explore 

additional avenues for reducing methane emissions. 

Learn more. 
 

Ask Congress to Protect People Impacted by 

Climate Change 

Thanks to your emails, letters and phone calls during 

the fall and winter months, the U.S. made its first 

contribution to the Green Climate Fund, an 

international fund set up to help poorer countries 

mitigate and adapt to climate change. But our work is 

not done. Congress still needs to appropriate the fiscal 

year 2017 contribution. You know your voice makes a 

difference. Learn more/take action.

 

Human Dignity and Economic Justice
 

Education for All: Sustainable Development Goal #4 

 “Today we have one agenda for education that is 

rallying governments, civil society, business and 

academia, and it is a global agenda that is relevant to all 

countries - education is about opportunity, growth, 

reducing inequality, tackling climate change and 

changing mentalities,” Irina Bokova, UNESCO 

Director–General.  Within the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) are new targets for growing world 

literacy.  Learn more.   
 

Twice as Many Girls as Boys Never Start School 

62 million girls around the world are not in school. 

Almost 16 million girls between the ages of about 6 and 

11 will never get the chance to learn to read or write in 

primary school compared to about 8 million boys.  "We 

will never achieve any of the Sustainable Development 

Goals without overcoming the discrimination and 

poverty that stunt the lives of girls and women from one 

generation to the next,” said UNESCO Director-

General Irina Bokova. “We must work at all levels to 

put equity and inclusion at the heart of every policy so 

that all girls go to school, stay in school, and become 

empowered citizens.” Learn more, review the eAtlas of 

Inequality in Education, take the #62MillionGirls 

pledge. 

  

Big Chocolate and Child Labor  

Is seeking out Fair Trade chocolate still important? 

After all, for over a decade chocolate makers have 

promised to end child labor in their industry. But the 

latest numbers indicate that 2.1 million West African 

children still do the dangerous work of harvesting 

cocoa. Children used as free labor (often by their own 

family) wield machetes or haul 100-pound bags of 

beans. For many, school is not an option. What will it 

take to address this situation?  Please read this 

important story. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M
https://educationforjustice.org/resources/earth-day
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5256/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=9558
http://www.earthday.org/campaigns/education/climate-education-week/
http://news.trust.org/item/20160323175342-fxkus/
https://www.change.org/p/keep-the-heat-on-trudeau-ask-him-to-help-ratify-the-paris-climate-agreement
https://www.change.org/p/keep-the-heat-on-trudeau-ask-him-to-help-ratify-the-paris-climate-agreement
https://www.change.org/p/keep-the-heat-on-obama-ask-him-to-help-ratify-the-paris-climate-agreement
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/content/sign-paris-agreement-earth-day
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/content/sign-paris-agreement-earth-day
http://play.smilebox.com/SpreadMoreHappy/4e4449354e5441344d6a5a384f5445304e4451314e7a4d3d0d0a
http://ecowatch.com/2016/03/11/curbing-methane-emissions/
http://www.crs.org/media-center/news-release/crs-applauds-obama-administration-funding-green-climate-fund
http://www.crs.org/media-center/news-release/crs-applauds-obama-administration-funding-green-climate-fund
https://secure.crs.org/site/Advocacy;jsessionid=3992B76F55A38880D3BAD26EA80969C1.app260b?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=918&AddInterest=1881&autologin=true
http://sdgcompass.org/sdgs/sdg-4/
https://62milliongirls.com/
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2016/03/sixteen-million-girls-shut-out-of-the-classroom-unesco/#.VvvvAfb2bcu
http://basiced.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65b99d1aff39d8c822bf5b5a1&id=9178b45466&e=61ad6ecb46
http://basiced.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65b99d1aff39d8c822bf5b5a1&id=30fafd9742&e=61ad6ecb46
http://basiced.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65b99d1aff39d8c822bf5b5a1&id=30fafd9742&e=61ad6ecb46
https://www.change.org/p/break-barriers-to-adolescent-girls-education-around-the-world-62milliongirls
https://www.change.org/p/break-barriers-to-adolescent-girls-education-around-the-world-62milliongirls
http://fortune.com/big-chocolate-child-labor/
http://fortune.com/big-chocolate-child-labor/


Fair Food Program Expands to Strawberries, Calls 

for Boycott of Wendy’s 

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers, Whole Foods 

Market, and Sunripe Certified Brands recently 

announced a groundbreaking initiative expanding the 

Fair Food Program into the strawberry industry. Whole 

Foods Market is the first food retailer to offer 

strawberries certified by the Fair Food Program, a 

partnership that brings together workers, consumers, 

growers, and retailers in support of humane labor 

standards and fairer wages in U.S. agriculture. Learn 

more.  Meanwhile, a boycott of Wendy’s has been 

urged due to their on-going refusal to participate in the 

Fair Food Tomato Program. Learn more, take action.   
 

Child Nutrition Action Alert 

Every five years, Congress is expected to pass Child 

Nutrition Reauthorization to improve and strengthen 

child nutrition programs like Women, Infants and 

Children (WIC) and school lunch programs. These vital 

programs provide healthy meals for kids and are a 

smart investment in our future. But Congress let the 

deadline slip by without taking action. It's urgent that 

Congress pass Child Nutrition Reauthorization now, 

with enough time to set up programs that prevent child 

hunger during the summer months when school meals 

are not provided. Learn more/take action. 
 

Refugee Stories: Mapping a Crisis, Photo Exhibition 

Children Don’t Migrate, They Flee is an exhibition that 

includes photographs and commissioned assignments 

by award-winning photojournalists portraying the dire 

circumstances that compel unaccompanied children and 

families to flee their homes in the Northern Triangle in 

Central America through Mexico and to the U.S. 

border. Please take time to view this inspiring 

exhibition online here. The Choices Program, based at 

Brown University, offers a Teaching with the News 

lesson, “Refugee Stories: Mapping a Crisis,” to help 

students understand the current refugee crisis through 

multiple perspectives. In this lesson, students will 

explore the human geography of the crisis, employ data 

to map the crisis, examine one refugee’s story and use it 

to map his or her experiences, and consider challenges 

facing the international community and weigh their 

response. All resources are free and available here. 
 

Three Actions to Support Refugees/Migrants 

1) Urge your members of Congress to provide robust 

funding for poverty-focused international humanitarian 

assistance and fulfill our nation’s commitment to help 

Syrian and other refugees. Learn more/take action. 2) 

Help make sure that mixed-status families stay together 

until immigration reform is enacted. Join NETWORK 

and other faith groups in supporting President Obama’s 

executive actions to allow undocumented immigrants 

with strong ties to the United States the ability to stay 

with their families. Learn more/take action. 3) A three-

year-old child who has fled to the U.S. border to get 

away from violence in their home country should not be 

expected to stand up alone in front of a judge. The 

recently introduced Fair Day in Court Act, would 

ensure every child has the legal representation they 

need and deserve when represented in immigration 

courts. Learn more/take action.

 

Peace and Non-Violence
 

Assassination of Berta Cáceres  

In the early morning hours of March 3, Berta Cáceres, a 

world renowned human rights and environmental rights 

activist, founder and general secretary of the Civic 

Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of 

Honduras, was assassinated in her home in Western 

Honduras. Less than two weeks later, another member 

of her organization was murdered.  Learn more. 

Consider taking action to urge the US government to 

respond strongly to Berta’s murder and to urge the 

Honduran government to protect environmental 

activists and the rights of indigenous communities.  
 

UN Mine Awareness Day – April 4 

The vision of the United Nations is a world free of the 

threat of landmines and explosive remnants of war, 

where individuals and communities live in a safe 

environment conducive to development and where the 

needs of victims are met. This day aims to raise 

awareness about landmines and our progress toward 

their eradication. Learn more, resources for reflection. 

 

Pacem in Terris 

April 11 is the anniversary of the promulgation of Pope 

John XXIII’s encyclical, Pacem in Terris.  Since it was 

the first encyclical addressed to “all men of good will”, 

rather than only to Catholics, some writers interpret this 

to mean that he was insisting that the responsibility for 

setting conditions for peace did not belong just to the 

powerful leaders of the world, but to all of us. The 

Washington Post said, “Pacem in Terris is….the voice 

of the conscience of the world.”  Reflection. 
 

Nonviolence and Just Peace 

The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and Pax 

Christi International will convene an international 

conference on Nonviolence and Just Peace to be held in 

Rome, April 11-13. The conference will initiate a 

conversation about Catholic teaching on war and peace 

and work on developing themes and practices of 

nonviolent conflict transformation and just peace. Learn 

more, support with prayer.

        ____________________________________________________________________ 
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