
Senator Robert F. Kennedy described Cesar Chavez as "one of the heroic 

figures of our time."  A true American hero, Cesar was a civil rights, Latino 

and farm labor leader; a genuinely religious and spiritual figure; a 

community organizer and social entrepreneur; a champion of militant 

nonviolent social change; and a crusader for the environment and consumer 

rights. Cesar's dream was to organize a union that would protect and serve 

the farm workers whose poverty and powerlessness he had shared. 

In 1962, President Kennedy offered to make Cesar head of the Peace Corps 

in a part of Latin America. It would have meant a big house with servants and all the advantages 

for his children. Instead, Cesar turned down the job in exchange for a life of self-imposed 

poverty that was with him until he died. 

  

Founding the union with Dolores Huerta was a leap of faith, not just because the odds were 

against him, but also because he still had serious doubts; he didn't know if he would succeed. But 

he did it anyway. He knew he couldn't live with himself if he didn't at least try. He died April 23, 

1993 and Dolores Huerta’s birthday is celebrated on April 10. The union they founded is now 

known as United Farm Workers.   

 

About Dolores Huerta 
After teaching grammar school, Dolores Huerta left her job and  

began her lifelong crusade to correct economic injustice.   

She said, “I couldn't tolerate seeing kids  

come to class hungry and needing shoes. 

 I thought I could do more by organizing farm workers than  

by trying to teach their hungry children.” 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolores_Huerta    

Quotes of Cesar Chavez 

"(Farm workers) are involved in the planting and the cultivation and the harvesting of the greatest 

abundance of food known in this society. They bring in so much food to feed you and me and the whole 

country and enough food to export to other places. The ironic thing and the tragic thing is that after they 

make this tremendous contribution, they don't have any money or any food left for themselves." 

It's ironic that those who till the soil, cultivate and harvest the fruits, vegetables, and other foods that fill 

your tables with abundance have nothing left for themselves." 

"Our very lives are dependent, for sustenance, on the sweat and sacrifice of the campesinos. Children of 

farm workers should be as proud of their parents' professions as other children are of theirs." 

This is Cesar Chavez,” film 
http://www.takepart.com/chavez/petition?PHPSESSID=nf8kf4rnn0mj0qs98hbcqed130    

 

Prayer Service for Migrants 

https://educationforjustice.org/resources/prayer-service-migrants  (schoolsisters, peace) 

 

Migration, Labor, and Immigration Laws Summary 

https://educationforjustice.org/resources/timeline-migration-labor-and-immigration-laws-part-

two    
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