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  BACKGROUNDER

Dolores Huerta is a woman of vision and courage who 
cared deeply about the Mexican American families she 
lived and worked with in California and who became a 
strong advocate for justice for her community. Her many 
honors include the Eugene V. Debs Foundation Outstand-
ing American Award, the United States Presidential Elea-
nor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. A mother of 11 children, Dolores 
Huerta was inducted to the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1993. She was awarded honorary degrees from 
several universities, including Princeton.

Born in New Mexico in 1930 to parents who had both a strong work ethic and a strong sense of social justice.  
Dolores grew up on farms in the San Joaquin Valley in  California, and experienced similar conditions as 
other farmworkers. After earning a teaching degree and teaching impoverished elementary children in the           
Stockton, CA, area in the 1950s, she moved on to community organizing work to develop solutions to the problems 
that denied those in her community a life of full dignity and human flourishing (the call of Catholic Social Teach-
ing); “I couldn’t tolerate seeing kids come to class hungry and needing shoes. I thought I could do more by organiz-
ing farm workers than by trying to teach their hungry children.”  

As her experience with the community grew, Dolores saw the need for targeted advocacy, and she founded the Ag-
ricultural Workers Association (AWA) in 1960. The AWA group advocated for the rights of migrant workers as well 
as for Latino Americans, including Spanish language instructions for voting and translation of official forms, etc. 
Dolores became well respected for her skills in advocacy, in negotiations, and in building solidarity.

In 1962, she co-founded a workers’ union with Cesar Chavez which was later known as the United Farm Work-
ers (UFW). While Chavez was often in the spotlight as a public speaker, Huerta was a skilled 
organizer and negotiator whose work behind the scenes was not always recognized. Huerta was 
instrumental in the successful strikes against California grape growers in the 1960s and 1970. 
In1965, Huerta directed the UFW’s national boycott during the Delano grape strike, educating 
U.S. cconsumers on  the plight of the farm workers.

Dolores Huerta:
Woman of Justice

“An inspired civil rights activist...
she gave voiceless communities a voice... 

Through her insatiable hunger
 for justice -- La Causa --
and her tireless advocacy,

she has devoted her life to creative,
compassionate, and

committed citizenship.”
~ Princeton President Shirley M. Tilghman

Princeton University, May 2006
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“We can’t let people
drive wedges 
between us,

because there is
only one human race.

- Dolores Huerta

The boycott resulted in the entire California table grape industry 
signing a three-year collective bargaining agreement with the United 
Farm Workers in 1970. She led many other successful actions and 
advocacy campaigns for the UFW, always working with non-vio-
lence as a primary value, a value she has taught to so many others.

While Dolores Huerta’s formal ties with the UFW ended in 1999, 
she has continued her advocacy on many platforms and is still 
speaking out for justice at 85. See the recent interview with her at: 
http://to.pbs.org/1wV2QKf

View
Watch Dolores Huerta at:
• http://bit.ly/1BPZTLc 
• http://bit.ly/19vtpvn
• http://bit.ly/1EYNcAk
• http://bit.ly/1EYNcAk

Faith in Action
“Honor the hands that harvest your crops.”
Dolores Huerta

To celebrate Dolores Huerta’s work and her vision of human dignity 
for all people in all communities, there are many opportunities to 
engage in local activities as well as in state and national advocacy, 
especially for migrant farmworkers, their children, and immigrants 
who are still trying to find a better way of life for themselves and 
their families.
See: http://www.farmworkerjustice.org
and http://www.migrantjustice.net

Prayer
Lord of all, we give thanks for the witness of Dolores Huerta; 
May her vision of justice for the least of your children inspire us. 

May we see our communities and our nation 
With her eyes and be moved to act with compassion and concern
For the human dignity and human rights of our brothers and sisters. 

May we have her courage to speak truth to power;
May we have her belief that change is possible.

May we do the work of justice and peace all of our days, 
Responding to the call with courage and compassion. Amen.
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