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While we waited for Laudato Si’ to be released one year ago, I 

wondered what this encyclical on environment would say to us as we 

listened to the evening news about growing numbers of unaccompanied 

children coming through Mexico to the United States, migrants from Syria moving around Europe, 

shootings in the streets of our cities, and large numbers of unemployed people in our own country. 

Pope Francis responds, “Furthermore, although this encyclical welcomes dialogue with everyone so 

that together we can seek paths of liberation, I would like from the outset to show how faith 

convictions can offer Christians, and some other believers as well, ample motivation to care for 

nature and for the most vulnerable of their brothers and sisters.” 

 

Some Thoughts and Reflections 

Laudato Si’ includes all people, all creatures and a clear awareness of the many problems faced by 

most people on this Earth. It says “Everything is connected. Concern for the environment thus needs 

to be joined to a sincere love for our fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment to 

resolving the problems of society.”   “Today, we have to realize that a true ecological approach 

always becomes a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the 

environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” 

Pope Francis recognizes that “the majority of people living on our planet profess to be believers. 

This should spur religions to dialogue among themselves for the sake of promoting nature, 

defending the poor, and building networks of respect and fraternity.”  When he speaks of the 

common good, we read “In the present condition of global society, where injustices abound and 

growing numbers of people are deprived of basic human rights and considered expendable, the 

principle of the common good immediately becomes, logically and inevitably, a summons to 

solidarity and a preferential option for the poorest of our brothers and sisters.”   

To remind us of our inspiration, Laudato Si’ articulates some connections, “Everything is related, 

and we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together 

by the love God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with brother 

sun, sister moon, brother river, and mother earth.” . . . “Love, overflowing with small gestures of 

mutual care, is also civic and political, and it makes itself felt in every action that seeks to build a 

better world.” . . . “When we feel that God is calling us to intervene with others in these social 

dynamics, we should realize that this too is part of our spirituality, which is an exercise of charity 

and, as such, matures and sanctifies us.” 
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