March, 2016
Dear Parents and Students,
In honor of April being National Poetry Month, and in preparation for St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School’s annual MaryAnn Hickey Poetry Competition, each student will be memorizing a poem.  This requirement will be counted as a reading grade, and the guidelines for each grade level are as follows:
K-2:  a minimum of 8 lines and a maximum of 24 lines
3-5:  a minimum of 12 lines and a maximum of 40 lines
6-8:  a minimum of 16 lines and chosen from the selected poets
Each teacher may have their own requirements including a different minimum number of lines or exclusion of certain poems or poets.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send a copy of your selected poem, photocopied or printed from the Internet, to your reading teacher by (SEE HOMEROOM TEACHER.)  No handwritten copies will be accepted.  It must be a published poem.  Upon approval by the teacher, the poems will be presented during reading class.  Each teacher will be responsible for setting up a schedule for classroom presentations.  You will be notified of the date for your class.  This is required for all students.
One student from each K-5 homeroom class and 6-8 reading class will be chosen to participate in the all-school competition on Thursday April 21, 2016 at 1:15 PM in the CLC.  The contest will be broken down into grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-8.  The class alternates will have the opportunity to present their poems while the judges are tallying.
Thank you for your help.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s reading teacher.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Thompson
