
Can you believe it? For 84 
years the Racine community 
has been instrumental 
in making the Racine 
Symphony Orchestra (RSO) 
and all of its performances 
and programs possible. For 
that, and to each person 
and company who has 
supported us, I extent my 
gratitude.

Patron donations enable 
us to deliver three 
Pops Concerts, three 

Masterworks Concerts and six music education 
programs each year. Combined, these performances 
and programs reach over 5000 individuals, with the 
number growing each year.  Your gift will ensure the 
Racine community will continue to experience our 
entertaining concerts and stimulating music education 
programs through our current 2015-16 Season.

Giving to the Symphony has never been easier. The 
RSO offers a monthly donation program and the 
opportunity to channel your donation in support of a 
specific concert, principal chair or the Middle School 
Mentorship Program.

Music is very powerful – it touches the soul – the 
RSO can’t thrive without your financial support. We 
at the Symphony look forward to seeing you in the 
audience this season, and in 2016-17 as we celebrate 
our 85th Season!

Thank you for your generosity in the past, present and 
future.

Roberta Stark
President, Board of Directors

Do I keep this or lose this? Before I allow all the 
junk mail to accumulate in our apartment, I stop at 
the recycle bin and ask myself this question. We all 
have to make the same decisions, dozens, perhaps 
hundreds of times a day, often within a fraction of 
a second. In fact, it’s probably what you’ve already 
done with this Patron Letter!  But if you are still 
reading this, your decision on whether to patronize 
the Racine Symphony Orchestra, or to allow the 
Symphony to fend for itself, gets to the very heart of 
the matter: Do I want to keep or lose the Racine 
Symphony Orchestra in our community? This 
is an up or down vote, yea or nay, no rummaging 
through the garbage later. The Orchestra has proudly 
served this community for over eight decades as 
a preeminent cultural and educational institution. 
From our popular Pops, marvellous Masterworks, 
and the fun (free) Fifth Grade Concerts, Young Artists 
Competition, Artist-in-Residence and the most 
recently implemented Middle School Mentorship 
Program, we have a great deal of which to be proud. I 
am so grateful for the support we have received from 
our past patrons; every one of them decided it was 
important to keep us. Will you?

Pasquale Laurino
Artistic Director and Conductor
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“This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts 
Board with funds from the State 
of Wisconsin and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.”
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Playing world-class music for an audience is my 
passion and my pastime.  Something that I long for 
deeply, music is a reflection of my very soul. And 
I know that I am not alone in this passion.  Music 
has enriched human culture since time immemorial 
and continues to be central to our collective being.  
And central to my musical being is the Racine 
Symphony Orchestra. The Orchestra has personally 
been enriching my life for nearly twenty five years 
and continues to be the vehicle for expressing my 
passion and my pastime. Music, as skilfully and 
beautifully presented by the Orchestra, enables 
thousands of individual to express, enjoy and for our 
younger audience members, develop a passion for 
the transcending pastime we call music. But it’s not 
just about me or musicians in general. In my humble 
opinion, all members of the Racine community are 
blessed that the Racine Symphony Orchestra plays 
such a pivotal role in the enrichment of our collective 
being. Your financial support ensures that music will 
continue to enrich our lives.

Patrick Knapp
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It all started with Chopin. My first experience with 
the Racine Symphony Orchestra was as a scholarship 
recipient entertaining fifth graders with Nocturine, 
Op.9  No. 2 on the French horn.  That was more than 
50 years ago! With these decades of performances 
under my belt, I have seen many musicians fill 
the chairs around me. The constant that carries 
through each performer is the desire to connect 
with the audience in one of the few universal human 
languages: music. My colleagues and I thoroughly 
enjoy bringing live music to the concert hall and 
classroom. We do see you tapping your foot to the 
beat to lively music, shedding a tear to melancholy 
tunes and wide-eyed wonder of the youngest concert 
attendees.  Your contributions will keep the music 
playing, the feet tapping, the tears flowing and the 
wonderment alive.

Erwin Lackner

It is vital for any music organization to keep its eyes 
to the future and to build its audience. The Racine 
Symphony Orchestra is doing its part by facilitating 
evolution of its Concert for Fifth Grade Students, 
an annual performance spanning more than five 
decades. With a fresh focus on the creative process 
of composing music, the Concert taps into kids’ 
musical interests, including those who are already 
composing music on computers with Garage Band, 
as well as those with untapped musical talent. 
The Artist-in-Residence program brings musicians 
into the schools during which the students can ask 
questions and learn. With this interactive program, 
participants see first-hand that not all musicians need 
to be mega-stars. They can be regular people who 
follow their passion and work toward goals. My work 
in the Middle School Mentorship Program during its 
pilot year of 2014-15 allowed me to work one-on-
one with instrumental music students. Our sessions 
allowed me to show them other ways to think about 
practicing, working toward their musical goals and 
their future. As a musician with the Orchestra your 
support is vital to these great education programs. 
Please donate today!

Ann Heide

RACINE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Giving Options

Honorarium & Memorial Giving 
Honor a loved one with a gift to the RSO. Your name 
and theirs will be noted under the appropriate category 
in program inserts and in the season program book.

Matching Gifts 
Make your dollars go further by asking your employer 
to match your donation to the RSO. Many companies 
offer this option since the RSO is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.

Wills & Estates 
Keep your legacy alive by including the RSO in your 
estate plans and will.

Monthly Pledges 
Spread out your gift-giving over the year with this  
new option. Contact the RSO office to set up  
monthly pledges.

For more information on these giving options  
please contact the RSO office at 262-636-9285  
or info@racinesymphony.org.
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2014 – 2015 Annual Budget: $275,000.00

The vision of the Racine 
Symphony Orchestra is to provide 
outstanding music that touches the  
soul of the community.

Follow us on Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/Racinesymphony

Like us on Facebook:  
http://facebook.com/RacineSymphonyOrchestra

The mission of the 
Racine Symphony Orchestra is to enrich, 
educate, and entertain our communities 
through the power of music.
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Expenses


