
While possession of less then 
1.5 ounces (42.5g) of cannabis is 
currently a petty misdemeanor 
in Minnesota, the fact that it is a 
criminal citation means there are 
far-reaching consequences that 
do not fit the so-called ‘crime’ 
committed. Possession of more 
then 1.5 ounces of cannabis 
or any miniscule amount of 
cannabis concentrates in 
Minnesota is a felony.

CAMPAIGN TO 
STOP MARIJUANA ARRESTS 
IN MINNEAPOLIS

MAKE CANNABIS
THE LOWEST LEVEL
ENFORCEMENT 
PRIORITY (LLEP) IN
MINNEAPOLIS
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In October 2014, the 

ACLU released a 

report showing that 

African Americans 

are 11.5 times more 

likely to be arrested 

in Minneapolis 

for cannabis than 

European Americans. 

Despite relatively equal  

usage rates, and a 

population comprised 

of 65% White residents 

compared to 20% 

Black residents.1

Because citations often show up on background 

checks, citizens with petty misdemeanors for 

cannabis possession on their records can miss out 

on job, housing and higher education opportunities 

that others take for granted. Without a doubt, not 

being able to get a job, housing or pay for higher 

education sustains and worsens socioeconomic and 

racial disparities in Minneapolis.  Mayor Hodges and 

most City Council members have stated repeatedly 

that reducing these disparities is a top priority.

“In 2013, Minnesota taxpayers 

wastefully spent $140,000,000 arresting 

nearly 12,000 Minnesotans”Cannabis is the third most popular recreational 

drug in America after alcohol and tobacco. Most 

Americans believe and scientific studies have proven 

that cannabis has a myriad of health benefits without 

the harmful side-effects of many pharmaceutical 

prescription (Rx) drugs. An American dies every 19 

minutes of a legal Rx drug. Humans have smoked

cannabis for thousands of years without causing a 

single death. Compare that track record to alcohol 

which kills >47,000 Americans annually2 and 

tobacco, which kills 480,000 Americans annually.3 

In 2013, Minnesota taxpayers wastefully spent 

$140,000,000 arresting nearly 12,000 Minnesotans, 

and harassing countless others, with the highest 

number in Minneapolis, and the average cannabis 

arrest costs >$11,000.4 It is senseless to waste 

law enforcement resources criminalizing and 

disenfranchising Minnesotans for possession of 

cannabis, the natural, dried flowers of the planet’s 

most amazing, health beneficial plant. Cannabis is 

not dangerous, but prohibition is! 

60% of Minneapolitans are in favor of full legalization.5 

The City of Minneapolis’ own Community Indicators 

Project ranked LLEP the third highest issue of 194 

issues to improve our city, submitted by residents 

for consideration of City staff, and LLEP was highest 

ranking in the ONE Minneapolis (equity) category.6 

Enacting the LLEP cannabis policy in Minneapolis is a 

politically safe, smart move for the City Council and it 

would indicate their serious commitment to reducing 

extreme racial disparities. Fifteen other cities and a 

county in the United States have directed their law 

enforcement officers to make cannabis possession 

their Lowest Level Enforcement Priority.7 In Seattle, 

for instance, cannabis arrests dropped by nearly 

75% in the first six months after the policy went into 

effect. This also means that law enforcement officers 

can spend more time and resources investigating 

violent crimes and property crimes. It’s time to stop 

marijuana arrests in Minneapolis NOW!


