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This presentation will explore a traditional understanding of the dignity of every person
made in the image and likeness of God. Every human being, regardless of ability, is
precious and worthy of love and ought to be respected and honored. Also discussed will
be cultural and societal threats to persons with disabilities and how these threats can be
overcome today. A robust appreciation of the dignity of every person is essential to
ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are protected and respected.
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Denise will offer practical information and solutions as your church discovers simple ways
to include families and individuals with special needs into your congregations. You will
discover ways you may have never considered to assimilate families, look them in the eye
as you learn about their needs and concerns, and perhaps open your minds and hearts to
fresh ministry opportunities. Denise’s book, “Feathers from Heaven” will be available for
purchase.

Families of children with disorders including ADHD, anxiety, Asperger’s Disorder,
attachment disorders, mood disorders and PTSD are significantly less likely to maintain
an active involvement in a local church. In this presentation, Dr. Grcevich will discuss
obstacles to spiritual maturity resulting from the functional impairment associated with
common mental health disorders seen during childhood and adolescence and outline
strategies for promoting inclusion at church and spiritual growth at home.

Every person has been created by God in His image, and all of us need to hear of God’s
love and purposes for our lives. If we believe that all people deserve to hear the Good
News in a way they can understand, we need to make the Good News accessible to

all. Hear some practical pointers to help you teach and reach those who learn differently.

SESSION Il

Ms. Merket will discuss how different religions around the world view disabilities and what
the Bible has to say about the disabled. Biblical responses to common misconceptions
about disabilities will also be addressed. She will offer practical advice on outreach and
evangelism to families affected by disability and speak about God’s heart for evangelism
to those affected by disability. This presentation will also cover practical ways to include
families dealing with disabilities as well as building partnerships and networking to grow
your ministry.
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In this workshop, we'll explore beliefs and methodology which will empower teachers to
see and treat their students in a different way, taking on the role of ally rather than
opponent, and dealing with “misbehavior” from a developmental perspective, coaching
students toward taking more ownership of their learning and development. This will result
in a more peaceful classroom, more learning, and teachers who go home feeling fulfilled
rather than exhausted! Mr. Barone’s book, “A Place for All: Ministry for Youth with
Special Needs” will be available for purchase.

What do they have in common? Everything! Because God placed the capacity to love
and form relationships in every human heart. Come gain knowledge of how Christian
beliefs and practices nurture the healthy development of social and spiritual lives.

Including children and youth prone to maladaptive aggression presents unique challenges
for pastors, ministry leaders and volunteers, but is essential if many families of children
with disabilities are to regularly attend church. In this presentation, Dr. Grcevich seeks to
help churches include as many families as possible by establishing ministry environments
that minimize risk factors contributing to aggressive behavior, offering strategies for
church staff and volunteers who interact with kids at risk of behaving aggressively and
identifying strategies for ministering to families when a child presents too great a risk of
aggressive behavior to be safely included in church programming.
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The Alderfers will tell their own story about how God helped their family deal with mental
illness and discuss how to recognize symptoms of mental lliness. They will also provide
an overview of resources available to the faith community to reach out to those in need
and provide information about the support groups and free education classes offered by
NAMI West Houston.
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Plus other great
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Deacon Dan Wright will discuss his personal experiences in providing religious education
for elementary-aged children with autism and intellectual disability. The discussion will
provide information on how start such a ministry in a congregation as well as the steps
and challenges involved in teaching the congregation or parish to become more
welcoming and tolerant of individuals with cognitive disabilities. Deacon Dan will also
discuss and answer questions in regard to the practical and theological considerations
involved in working with children with disabilities both as an educator in a public school
and as clergy.

Through a review of research findings, personal anecdotes from master professional
educators, and experiential “see-for-yourself’ practices, ways to capture and hold the
attention of people with Autism Spectrum Disorders will be explored. Live demonstration
of various techniques and structures aimed at promoting attention will be featured, and
participants will be afforded opportunities to share their observations and implement
strategies learned in an atmosphere of fun and safe practice.

Vendors

NAMI West Houston is a local affiliate of The National Alliance on Mental lliness, a grassroots non-profit
organization dedicated to the welfare of individuals with mental illness and their families.

Texas Right to Life is the oldest, largest, and only statewide Pro-Life organization in Texas.

Guiding families and educators to success in education and social relationships by offering services such as
advocacy, social skills training and products to facilitate learning.

The Joni and Friends International Disability Center (IDC) serves as the administrative center for ministries
which provide outreach to thousands of families affected by disability around the globe.

World Leader in Books, DVDs, and Conferences on Autism and Asperger's Syndrome

Through professional guidance and compassionate support, teens and young women facing unplanned
pregnancy and families considering adoption make mutually beneficial decisions.

Karen Jaggers, M.S. Mental Health Counseling, Certified Parenting Coordinator, Family Mediation Services

The Monarch School is dedicated to providing an innovative, therapeutic education for individuals with
neurological differences

Camp Blessing Texas is a Christian camp for campers with disabilities and special needs, and their siblings.

Single mother of two boys with autism, anxiety, obsessive-compulsive disorder and ADHD. She is the author
of “Judy’s World: The World of Autism Through the Eyes of a Mother”.


http://www.namiwesthouston.org/
http://www.texasrighttolife.com/
http://www.lhlearningresource.com/
http://www.joniandfriends.org/
http://fhautism.com/
http://www.mmhome.org/
http://www.thejaggersgroup.com/
http://www.monarchschool.org/
http://campblessing.org/
http://www.judysworld.info/

