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Children’s Week Wrap Up  
Florida Youth SHINE members took the capitol by storm for Children’s Week on April 10th-
15th. Forty FYS members from around the state flooded the capitol to speak to legislators, 
staff, public officials, other youth, the media and advocate for issues affecting the child 
welfare system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYS participated in a weekend long training where they learned that practice makes perfect! 
They shared their stories; processed issues; developed talking points; and committed hours 
and hours of their time to ensure they were a voice to be reckoned with.  During the 
weekend they also learned about strategic sharing, speaking with the media, how bills 
become laws, and about 2014-2015 legislation. 
 
FYS welcomed many important friends to speak and learn from. We were visited by Alan 
Abramowitz (Executive Director of GAL), Margie Menzel (News Service of Florida), Carol 
Preston (Senate, Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee) and FYS alumni Jesse 
Wilson and Justin Taylor! It was so great learning from some of the experts on these 
important topics.  
 

After lots of learning, we woke up early Monday 
morning to kick off Children’s Week at the Capitol. We 
walked the steps of the capitol, and felt confident and 
empowered to change the world.  For the next three 
days, we met with over 50 legislators! We shared our 
stories about our time in group homes and juvenile 
records and the changes that need to be made to the 
system in order to better support youth in care.   

 
In addition to our time at the capitol, we educated youth from around the state at our Youth 
Advocacy Workshop. It brought tons of youth to learn from their peers about how to 
effectively advocate and change the world. We shared a very special breakfast at DCF 
headquarters with Secretary Carroll and DCF executives and staff members. We attended 
the Advocacy Awards Dinner and on the last night we celebrated a successful Children’s 
Week and all that we accomplished.  

It was such an amazing week and we can’t wait for next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.floridayouthshine.org/


  
 

` 
 

 

            FFlloorriiddaa  YYoouutthh  SSHHIINNEE  NNeewwss  
 

April-June 2015 

www.floridayouthshine.org  
1801 N. Univers ity Drive,  Suite 3B, Coral Spr ings,  F lorida 33071 P:  (954) 796 -0860  

Geori  Berman C:  (954) 857-9597 E:  geori.berman@flor idaschildrenfirst .org  

 
 

A word from the Youth….  
 
 

Children’s Week 2015 
By: Chelsea Bramblett 

 
Who better to change the child welfare system than the individuals that have 
experienced it first hand? 

 
Florida Youth SHINE attends Children's Week at Florida's capital every year. FYS had 
many new, timid faces this year but after their weekend full of preparation, guest 
speakers, and fun activities, everyone was ready to tackle the Capitol and make 
difference for their brothers and sister in care. 

 
This year the group stomped the halls of the Capitol with the determination to have 
their voices heard and to change the child welfare system yet another time. FYS broke 
into 6 different groups and met with over 40 legislators advocating for the expungement 
and sealing of non-violent misdemeanor crimes and group home reformation. Not only 
did they advocate for legislative pieces that will affect the lives of current and future 
foster youth, the youth also conducted an advocacy workshop where they were able to 
inform youth of all ages how to effectively advocate for their own personal agendas. 
Mentors and returning FYS members were thrilled to see the new attendees develop 
their confidence and see them effectively share their personal stories related to their 
legislative agenda. 
 
Children's Week is a time when youth are able to truly understand why they participate in FYS and see the power behind 
their personal testimonies. We, as former and current foster youth, understand the importance of sharing our obstacles 
that we faced while in foster care because we want to make sure that the foster youth to come do not have to face the 
obstacles we had to. Many youth leave Children's Week feeling liberated and rejuvenated. They take what they have 
learned back to their own chapters with the hope that they may be able to share their knowledge learned while 
attending Children's Week to other foster youth and FYS members.   

Marissa Harill 
Palm Beach Chapter  

 
I loved Children’s Week! My favorite part about the 

experience was getting to meet and form relationships with 
like-minded young adults from all over the state of Florida. It 

was great to work with them to make a difference in the 
children’s lives to come. Speaking with the legislators was 
amazing, very empowering! They dedicated their time to 

hear us tell our stories and share our opinions.  The Capitol 
was an amazing life changing experience and I hope to again 

next year.   

Dan Scott  
Hillsborough Chapter  

Children's week was a learning and growing 
experience for me. Before I went to the Capitol, I knew 
little about how to advocate properly and what exactly 
goes on in the Capitol. I met a lot of politicians and 
received in-depth knowledge on our political system 
that I didn't quite understand before. When I first got 
to Children's week I was nervous, my hands were 
shaking, I just didn't feel ready, but after my first 
meeting with a senator I owned it and from then on I 
had this positive feeling throughout the whole week. 

 

.   
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Florida Youth SHINE Goes 
to camp!!!  

In June FYS had an amazing opportunity to 
attend DCF’s Leadership Camp for a long 
weekend. Many of our youth have never 
had an opportunity to go to sleepaway 
camp and this was an amazing experience!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYS members learned so much during their 
leadership sessions. They first identified 
with their “leadership element” and what 
their leadership style was most like. FYS 
members identified as either air, fire, 
water, or air. This helped them learn a lot 
about themselves and how to best work as 
leaders with one another. They also 
learned about communication, the right 
use of power, youth advocacy, youth peer 
support, life mapping, creating purpose, 
and bringing public awareness. They gained 
so many skills to bring back and lead youth 
around the state.  
 
In addition to the leadership sessions, FYS 
gained a real sleep away camp experience. 
FYS members spent their evenings in cabins 
in the woods and their days doing arts and 
crafts, swimming, high ropes, archery, and 
even kayaking in Silver Springs!  
 
It was a once in a lifetime experience for 
FYS and it was such a great way to kick off 
our summer!  
  

FYS Member Speaks at National Briefing for Homelessness 
among Foster Youth 

 
     Twenty year old, Taevon Harvin-Pierre has 

   endured many struggles growing up in the

   Florida child welfare system. He has 

   endured homelessness both in and out of 

   care. At 18 years old, and within the first

   few months of aging out, Taevon found 

   himself couch surfing and unable to make 

   ends meet.  

His unsafe, unstable living situation interrupted his pursuit of a High School 

diploma and college enrollment, which compounded his barriers to a 

successful transition to adulthood. However, none of this has stopped 

Taevon as he is perusing his degree and serves on the Statewide Board for 

Florida Youth SHINE.  

Taevon traveled to share his experiences and stories in Washington D.C. He 

advocated at the Homelessness Among Foster Youth open forum 

sponsored by Senators Chuck Grassley (R-IA) and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), 

co-chairs of the Senate Caucus on Foster Youth. Him and two other youth  

worked to further the discussion of the challenges foster youth face with 

finding housing, he shared his experience with homelessness in front of 

advocates, child welfare organizations, and congressional staff.  

Taevon said, “I’ve been involved with Florida Youth Shine for the past two 
years. The best thing with getting involved is participating in great speaking 
opportunities, focused on the child welfare system. You question yourself 
on the matter of if I’m good enough or why was I chosen for this 
opportunity. A lot of self-doubt comes into play because as foster youth we 
are afraid to fail and a lot of times we’re afraid to succeed and put 
ourselves out there because of the reaction or the doubtfulness of other 
individuals. The only thing that’s still a challenge for me is acceptance. 
Sometimes it’s hard for me to accept the changes around me because 
things are changing every day and there are really amazing things 
happening, but sometimes it’s hard to take it all in and say “This what 
happening and this is what I want for myself.” 
 
FYS is so proud of Taevon for speaking on this important topic. A special 

thanks to Foster Youth in Action and FosterClub for this amazing 

opportunity for Taevon!  
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SHINE SPOTLIGHT 
Florida Youth SHINE members around the state have been doing some outstanding work this season. Here are a few 

awesome things that our chapter members have been up to… 
  FYS Speaks at Foster Parent 

Association Conference and to 
NexGen teens!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
In June, FYS members from Palm Beach 
and Vero Beach presented at the Foster 
Parent Association Conference in 
Orlando. Janice, Dariane, and Ke’onda 
facilitated a valuable discussion about 
youth advocacy and how to use your 
voice and let it be heard for the teens at 
the NexGen conference. The following 
day they spoke to foster parents about 
“The Little Things the Matter” in a panel 
discussion. They talked about how 
adults built trust with them and how 
little actions positively impacted their 
lives or harmed them. Janice, Ke’onda 
and Darianne did an amazing job! 
 
 
 
 

 

FYS Speaks at the National Adoption Attorney Conference  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In April, FYS members from Hillsborough and Pinellas Chapters spoke at the 
National Adoption Attorney Conference. FYS members spoke about effective 
advocacy strategies and the importance of the youth voice in every state. 
FYS members Jessica, Danielle, Taevon, and Miranda did a great job sharing 
their knowledge. We had so much fun presenting in St. Pete!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 FYS goes from 12 to 14 chapters!  

FYS has exciting news to share! We have 
been working with the Orlando chapter 
of Florida Youth SHINE for many years. 
Due to the size of the area we have split 
it into three chapters. This will allow 
youth in the Orlando area and 
surrounding counties more 
opportunities to participate in Florida 
Youth SHINE! We welcome our new 
chapters, Orange, Seminole, and 
Osceola! For information about these 
new chapters contact us below!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Miranda Phillips 
Honored as Youth 

Advocate of the Year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 17th, FYS Membership 
Chair, Miranda Phillips was 
honored at the Tampa Bay 

Children’s Advocacy Awards 
Reception. Miranda received the 

Youth Advocate of the year 
award. Miranda is a very special 
and passionate youth advocate 
and we are so proud of her for 

all she has accomplished. 
Congrats Miranda!  

 
 
 
 

 

 FYS Members attend Foster 
Youth Shadow Day in 

Washington D.C.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

In May, FYS members Kenisha, Marissa, 
and Ke’onda participated in 

Congressional Foster Youth Shadow Day. 
FYS members were selected by Foster 
Club to join over 70 foster youth at the 

Capitol in Washington D.C. Kenisha, 
Marissa, and Ke’onda shadowed 

members of congress from their area. 
They were stars at the capitol and 

shared their personal stories to inspire 
legislators to improve the lives of the 
nearly 400,000 youth who are in the 

foster care system. Great job on 
representing FYS nationally!  
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