
1 

 

	  

World Programme for Human Rights Education: Outcomes of the Second 
Phase 
A side-event in parallel with the Human Rights Council 28th Session (2-27 March 2015) 
 
Tuesday, 17 March, 10:00-12:00, Room XXVII, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Presentation by Sneh Aurora, HRE 2020, International Human Rights Education Manager at Amnesty 
International 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
It is a pleasure to be with you today to discuss the outcomes of the second phase of the World 
Programme for Human Rights Education, one of the main UN milestones to advance the 
implementation of human rights education programmes in all sectors. 
 
I would like to thank the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and Learning for organizing 
this event and the Platform of Member States (Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, 
Slovenia and Switzerland) for co-sponsoring the meeting. Your commitment to human rights education 
is well known to us all and deeply appreciated. 
 
I am pleased to be delivering this message on behalf of HRE 2020, the global civil society coalition 
launched in December 2013 to promote the right to human rights education internationally through 
advocacy, awareness raising, capacity building and resource development. HRE 2020 supports civil 
society to use international human rights mechanisms, instruments and standards to hold 
governments accountable for their human rights education obligations, as well as encourage 
governments and UN mechanisms to strengthen and mainstream the monitoring and implementation 
of international commitments on human rights education and training.  
 
The second phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education concluded last year and the 
third five-year period is already in progress. In this third phase (2015-2019), the World Programme 
focuses on strengthening the implementation of the first two phases and on promoting human rights 
training for media professionals and journalists. In line with the objectives of today’s discussion, we 
should not undervalue the process of taking stock of the previous phases and the need to identify 
gaps, good practice, and potential strategies to feed into the third phase and strengthen our human 
rights education implementation. And this is why we are here today at the beginning of phase three, to 
ensure that we build on the lessons drawn from the previous phases, in particular the second phase of 
the World Programme for Human Rights Education. 
 
The plan of action for the second phase (2010-2014) focuses on human rights education for higher 
education and on human rights training programmes for civil servants, teachers and educators, law 
enforcement officials and military personnel. The obligation for implementation of human rights 
education and training rests with the government. The plan of action for the second phase outlined 
that governments should identify a relevant department as a focal point responsible for coordinating 
the elaboration, implementation and monitoring of the national strategy for human rights education. 
The coordinating department should engage with relevant ministries and other concerned national 
actors, as well as cooperate with national agencies responsible for the elaboration of country reports 
to the United Nations human rights mechanisms (treaty bodies, special rapporteurs and the universal 
periodic review), to ensure that progress in human rights education and training is included in those 
reports. 
 
There are two points I would like to stress this morning: 

• The importance of civil society and government cooperation and partnership ; and  
• The importance of a robust reporting and monitoring framework. 
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First- civil society and government cooperation and partnership:  
 
Civil society organizations are essential to support governments in the elaboration, implementation 
and monitoring of the national strategy. They can provide invaluable expertise and strengthen national 
capacities for human rights education and training, contributing to effective educational policy 
development and also a consistent implementation strategy, including clearly defined measures, and 
monitoring mechanisms. National human rights institutions too can support these efforts. A coherent 
strategy involving all stakeholders can ensure coherence, monitoring and accountability of policies. 
HRE 2020 calls governments and civil society organizations to create a better synergy and 
enhance partnership and cooperation to ensure effective implementation, monitoring and 
accountability of human rights education and training at national level. 
 
I come to my second point, the importance of a reporting and monitoring framework.   
 
There is a disconcerting lack of robust reporting, monitoring, and enforcement mechanisms to ensure 
States make good on international human rights education commitments. The right to human rights 
education is an established right enshrined in international and regional instruments and documents. 
These texts, compiled by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in the recently 
launched web resource The Right to Human Rights Education, outline the human rights education 
commitments made by States and provide the legal basis for the right to human rights education. All 
actors (including governments, UN mechanisms, and civil society) must act in their different capacity 
to fulfil the right to human rights education.  
 
In this regard and in the framework of the outcomes of the second phase of the World Programme for 
Human Rights Education:  
 
HRE 2020 recommends: 
 
- UN mechanisms (including treaty bodies, special procedures and the universal periodic review 

process) must ensure the World Programme continues to promote a common understanding of 
basic principles and methodologies of human rights education by providing a concrete framework 
for reporting and monitoring. In particular, UN mechanisms should: 
- Make greater reference to and use of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and 

Training and the World Programme for Human Rights Education, as well as international 
treaties which outline government commitments on human rights education;  

- Integrate and mainstream human rights education in their work and activities, keeping a strict 
focus on the monitoring and implementation of human rights education commitments; and 

- Include references to human rights education and training in concluding observations, general 
comments and recommendations. 

 
HRE 2020 recommends: 
 
- States to  

- Include information on human rights education in the national reports to the relevant 
international monitoring mechanisms, including United Nations treaty bodies (in particular the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights), United Nations special procedures (in particular the Special Rapporteur on the Right 
to Education) and under the Universal Periodic Review; 

- In particular, states should prepare their national evaluation reports on the second phase of 
the World Programme for Human Rights Education and submit it to the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights by 3 April 2015. This will help the OHCHR to prepare a 
global report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council later this year; 

- Ensure their reports go beyond mere information dissemination about human rights treaties 
and content, to include all aspects of ‘quality’ education, including education about, through 
and for human rights, reflecting on outcomes related to training and learning pedagogy and 
empowerment;  

- Publicize, disseminate and implement the recommendations made by the international 
monitoring mechanisms. 
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HRE 2020 recommends:  
 
- Civil society to strengthen partnerships and cooperation towards effective implementation of 

human rights education, from the international level to the grass roots. This means, inter alia, 
supporting States to prepare their national evaluation reports on the second phase of the World 
Programme, as well as monitoring and assessing national performance and implementation of 
human rights education commitments against the provisions of the World Programme for Human 
Rights Education. Civil society can also play a pivotal role in the context of the Universal Periodic 
Review by submitting information on human rights education to the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, disseminating the country reports, the “outcome document” and 
follow-up on its implementation. 

 
Let me finish by quoting Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, in his 
speech at the Conference on “Education for Peace” this January. He said, “all UN Member States 
have affirmed on many occasions their belief in the centrality of human rights education as a long-term 
strategy for the prevention of human rights violations and conflicts; for the promotion of equality and 
sustainable development; and to enhance people’s participation in decision-making processes. The 
World Programme for Human Rights Education has been set up to encourage stronger and more 
consistent national action”.  
 
HRE 2020 looks forward to future continued cooperation with all of you to advance the implementation 
of human rights education and training within and beyond the context of the World Programme for 
Human Rights Education. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


