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TEENS ON TURF 
KPU educators and industry team up once again to create unique job training for students 

with complex needs 
 
Langley, B.C. – Over the course of three inspirational days, four local teens living with complex 
needs participated in a unique Greenskeeper training course at Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s 
(KPU) Langley campus and Eaglequest Coyote Creek Golf Club in Surrey.  
 
Formed in collaboration with Kelly Zalkowsky, the Surrey School District and Eaglequest Coyote 
Creek Golf Course, the training was custom-designed and organized by KPU Turf Management 
instructor Stan Kazymerchyk to address the special learning needs of the participating students. 
KPU instructors teamed up with local golf course staff to deliver turf management skills students 
essential to an entry level Greenskeeping job. 
 
“This is a repeat of our inaugural event last May, an uplifting collaboration between industry, 
community and educational partners,” said Kazymerchyk. “It showcases how well we can all work 
together to create unique learning and career opportunities for teens living with complex needs.”  
 
Students first learned the basics at the KPU Field Lab at Langley Campus. Rob Welsh of KPU 
showed students the safe operation of electric carts and Gators. Keith Andrew of Coyote Creek 
Golf Club guided teens on sand bunker care and divot repairs. KPU’s Stan Kazymerchyk covered 
workplace expectations and interpersonal interaction on the golf course.  
 
Eaglequest Coyote Creek Golf Course superintendent Byron Duffy choreographed on-site training 
at the Coyote Creek on the final day, where students proudly performed their newly learned skills 
under game conditions.    

“Thank you KPU & Coyote Creek Golf Course for providing our students the opportunity to gain a 
valuable ‘hands on’ experience working within a turf management environment,” said Education 
Assistant Kenneth Gannon. “The fact that our students were so engaged throughout the 3-day 
course is a testimony to the level of training provided by this experienced group of instructors.” 

“This was an amazing experience for me because I got to learn how to operate new equipment 
which is something that I have never been able to do before. It also helped me meet new people 
and get to know them,” said one of the students. “I'm so grateful that you took the time to train me 
in such a professional way. I look forward to the opportunity to work with such a spectacular group 
of amazing people. I would recommend anyone given the opportunity to be able to go and 
experience this amazing program.” 

The 2015 event was a huge success as two of the students worked the summer at Coyote Creek 
Golf Course. One of them stayed on part-time over the winter and is now on the regular crew. This 
year, three of the class will work the summer part-time at Coyote Creek, with another finding work 
at a local cemetery. 

Stan Kazymerchyk   

 

 



I love doing hard work. I take great pride in knowing that you chose me to be able to 
have the opportunity to have such a wonderful experience. I'd like to thank 
Keith,Rob,Kelly,Stan, and Byron for being such fantastic trainer's, who were alway's 
so kind and patient while they were teaching me how to properly operate and take 
care of all of the equipment. Andrew  

I would like to thank everyone who provided this opportunity for me. I felt proud that I 
was able to learn so much. I would enjoy working at a golf course and using the skills 
I have learned. 

Zack 

“The level of authentic instruction and integrity among the instructors was incredible. 
It was a hugely supportive environment and these kids didn’t just learn job skills, they 
learned valuable life skills,” said Audrey Robinson, a special education teacher with 
the Surrey School District who helped coordinate with the students’ high school 
teachers to select those interested in hands-on outdoors work. 
 
“The overall development of these young adults over a very short period of time was 
extremely exciting to witness.” said Duffy. “Listening to their backgrounds from their 
teachers makes this small journey even more inspiring. I believe they learned 
something about values and respect not only for other people and property, but also 
for themselves.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


