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Golf weather arrived early in British Columbia.  Most golf courses have experienced their 

earliest opening date ever and most reports are that turf conditions are excellent coming 

out of winter.  It remains to be seen if earlier opening dates will translate to increased golf 

rounds but most operators I’ve spoken to are optimistic about the positive buzz in the 

industry across the province. 

Following up on the continued CGSA and BCGSA working relationship, joint dues notices 

went out this week in BC.  At the BCGSA AGM in February, I’d reported that implementation 

of the program could take up to a year as it was anticipated that there were going to be 

some kinks needing to be worked out, such as syncing different software applications in 

separate office operations, before it could be delivered.  The fact that it’s been delivered in 

mere weeks despite my cautious projection of up to a year is a testament to the excellent 

cooperative efforts of both administration staffs and is further evidence of how working 

together is quickly bearing fruit for the benefit of members of both associations. 

Planning is underway for the upcoming Canadian Golf Course Management Conference 

(CGCMC) which is being planned for the end of February 2017 in beautiful Victoria, BC.  The 

conference coordinating committee is being assembled now and is tasked with producing a 

new and innovative approach to accommodating industry supporters.  We will be taking an 

all-inclusive and custom approach to the specific needs of each vendor so that their 

investment in the event will offer them the most value for their dollar and attendees a new 

and varied experience.  Expect an event that combines the highest standard of golf 

management education with unique and intimate networking experiences that Victoria is 

infamous for. 

On behalf of CGSA, I’ve been actively contributing to the AGA-BC Environmental Advocacy 

Committee (EAC) since its assembly in 2012.  The following are new and important 

upcoming changes to provincial pesticide and water use legislation that will come into effect 

this summer.  

 Water; if you obtain water from a well it will now need to be licensed and you will 

be required to pay an annual “rental fee” similar to what surface water users 

must do now.  

 Water; All new surface and well water users will be required to install flow meters 

and maintain records, this could extend to existing licenses as this resource 

declines. 

 Water Sustainability Act has become law as of February 29, 2016.  

 Pesticides; all golf courses must have or hire a company who has, a pesticide use 

license and must follow the IPM Act and Regulations. 

 Pesticides; you must have a certified applicator. 

 You must post signage prior to applications. 

 New regulations begin July 1st 2016. 

http://www.golfsupers.com/en/news/cgsa/redeveloping-cgsa-working-bcgsa
http://aga-bc.org/committees/environmental-advocacy-commitee/
http://aga-bc.org/committees/environmental-advocacy-commitee/
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/watersustainabilityact/
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/03058_01

