
Imagine you are a boy starting your first year in middle school, 
a difficult time for any child, transitioning from 

elementary school to the teen years.

Now imagine that your parents are recently divorced 
and you have moved to a new community – 

so you will be entering a new school without your buddies.

Lastly, imagine that you have epilepsy, 
and you have had seizures in school, kids have bullied you 

in the past because you are not like them.

This is Sawyer’s story. Sawyer’s Mom recently moved back to Rhode Island as Sawyer

was poised to start the 7th grade. She returned to her home state to engage the support

services of The Matty Fund, specifically Camp Matty. Sawyer wanted to go to a camp

where everyone was just like him.  

At Camp Matty, Sawyer began the week shy and reserved. He stuck close to his brother

and grandmother for the first day…caregivers and siblings are welcomed into Camp. 

As the week progressed, and he began talking to other campers and volunteers, he 

realized that they were there because of one thing; they all had epilepsy. He met

campers, he met teenage assistants and he met adult volunteers who told him that 

they too had epilepsy. That he was just like them. At one point he said, “they all 

look so normal.” Finally, he could see in these teenagers and volunteers a glimpse 

of himself in a few short years, and it comforted him. In the last couple of days 

Sawyer truly flourished at a Camp designed just for him. 

Sawyer’s story is one of the many that we encounter daily, and you can help. 

The Matty Fund relies solely on its ability to raise funds in order to pursue 

its mission of supporting children and families affected by epilepsy. 

Please support our year-end campaign today by making a gift that will 

help children like Sawyer and his family. Your gift really matters!  

Thank you.
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