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T 
 he annual meeting of the Board of the Foundation for International Educa-

tion in Neurological Surgery met on March 7, 2015, in. We welcomed back 
from Indonesia, one of our esteemed board members, Dr. David Fairholm, 

whose impact was immediately seen with his 
experience in global education. The meeting 
also marked some significant changes as we 
welcomed Roger Hartl to the Board. Dr. Peter 
Nakaji has replaced Dr. Dan Kelly as Vice Chair-
man and Michael Haglund is now Volunteer Co-
ordinator, in place of Dr. Gail Rosseau. Dr. Kelly 
and Dr. Rosseau will remain as Board members 
of FIENS. 

A major focus of the meeting was on four pro-
posals to set the missions for FIENS in the com-
ing year. We have had a marked improvement in 
our financial picture which allows us to take on 
larger responsibilities. 

1. The first, and probably and most important proposal, is the Bassett FIENS 
Foundation Scholarship. This program is dedicated to using scholarship 
monies to further, and sometimes finish, the education of trainees in 
developing countries. Recipients of the scholarship will spend dedicated 
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time in observerships or particular course work including surgical simula-
tion labs in conjunction with their dyad partners. This program could be 
expanded to other uses in the future and will be an integral part in assur-
ing the quality and completeness of the education being delivered at sites 
in the developing countries. 

2. An additional proposal will include a program to fund the hardware need-
ed to support the dyad education and curriculum, increasing the services 
we provide to our sites in developing countries by allowing electronic com-
munication, case information, curriculum, certification assessments and 
online education.  

3. The next proposal will be the formation of the site visit team with great 
experience to be able to judge the degree of development of a site, check 
on its progress, and assess resource needs. 

4. Finally, we will work to be able to provide secure shipping of donated 
equipment to the developing sites with additional grants to help the ship-
ments of such equipment. 

Through these proposals, we hope to greatly enhance the services FIENS 
provides, making it easier for educational dyads to be formed and allow easier 
combined education of residents at the two programs. 

It is a very exciting time for FIENS as we begin to develop, not only the 
breadth, but also the depth of what we are able to do. We emphasized at the 
meeting that a great deal of what we will do will be through partnerships with 
other established, and often well-funded organizations. Our neurosurgical col-
leagues throughout the world are, by their nature, humanitarians and we hope 
to provide for these organizations programs for global health that they can 
embrace and support. Particular methods which can make this happen are by 
partnering with the other organizations on curriculum, on hardware, on ship-
ping, and siting of educational courses. This has been developed greatly over 
the past year and will continue. In all, this is a very exciting time for FIENS and 
we are grateful for the participation of everyone who has made this possible.

“We have had  
a marked  
improvement  
in our financial 
picture which  
allows us to  
take on larger 
responsibilities.”
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