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COURTNEY SCRUBBS - NOMINEE FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 

Courtney B. Scrubbs is a Corporate Legal Consultant who represents private companies and non-profit 
organizations, particularly those in the healthcare industry, in a broad range of strategic transactions. Her 
practice also focuses on counseling non-profit organizations and professional associations on issues of 
fiduciary responsibility and board governance. Courtney is a graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana, where 
she served as Student Government Vice President, Howard University School of Law with special certification 

in Child Advocacy and the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine.  While in law school, Courtney was a student attorney in the 
Child Welfare and Justice Clinic, an Intellectual Property research assistant, and a Best Advocate with the Huver I. Brown Trial Advocacy 
Moot Court team. In 2012, Courtney served as a Trustee on the Howard University Board of Trustees, a true highlight of her 11+ years 
of leadership education. She was a Summer Associate at Archer & Greiner, P.C. in Haddonfield, NJ, her 1L year and a 2L Summer 
Associate, then Corporate Associate with Edwards Wildman Palmer, LLP (now Locke Lord, LLP) here in Boston. During and after medical 
school, Courtney was a local and regional leader, then national Board of Directors member of the Student National Medical Association, 
Inc. a 6,000-member 501 (c)(3) of medical students and residents committed to diversifying the face of the medicine profession. She 
was the first African-American Female Student Government President at her medical school and also the first African-American woman 
to hold the student President seat on the Institution’s Board of Trustees. Courtney has been honored as a Paul Ambrose Public Health 
Scholar for service to children impacted by HIV/AIDS both domestically and internationally. She has traveled to Uganda and Haiti as a 
medical missionary, conducted Community Based Participatory Research with the Philadelphia Collaborative Violence Prevention Center 
at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and worked as a public health consultant focusing on matters of adolescent sexual and mental 
health for the Children's Defense Fund and the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing. Courtney currently serves as a member of 
the Diversity and Inclusion Steering Committee of the BBA and as the 2015-2016 MBLA Treasurer and Co-Chair of the Gala Committee. 
Her community service includes philanthropy for her alma maters, Xavier and Howard, and service to Boston’s most vulnerable children 
as an active member of the Boston Court-Appointed Special Advocates for Children Board of Directors. 

 

SHERIECE M. PERRY - NOMINEE FOR EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Sheriece M. Perry is the newly appointed Senior Manager of the Department of Support Services of the 
Massachusetts Trial Court.  As Senior Manager, Ms. Perry provides state-wide oversight of the Court Service 
Centers, Law Libraries and Judicial Response.  Prior to starting her current position, Ms. Perry served as 
Attorney-Manager of the Edward W. Brooke Courthouse Court Service Center.  As a Court Service Center 
Manager, Ms. Perry provided self-represented litigants with neutral legal information about court rules and 
procedure, one-on-one help with filling out legal forms, direct referrals to appropriate legal and social service 
organizations, and access to self-help tools and computers.  While serving as Court Service Center Manager, the 

Brooke Court Service Center served over 10,000 self-represented litigants seeking assistance navigating their legal issues.  Ms. Perry has 
spent time as a private practitioner handling family law, probate law, and real estate law; and was a Staff Attorney at Volunteer Lawyers 
Project.  While at Volunteer Lawyers Project, Ms. Perry represented low income clients in family law and guardianship related matters. 
She additionally provided training, mentoring and advice to pro bono attorneys and law students, and supervised court-based clinics at 
Suffolk Probate and Family Court on Tuesdays and Fridays. Ms. Perry serves as Secretary of the Massachusetts Black Lawyers 
Association.  Ms. Perry is a member of the Massachusetts Bar Association and Massachusetts Black Women Attorneys.  Ms. Perry is an 
Attorney-Mentor in the Massachusetts Bar Association's Tiered Mentoring Program. Ms. Perry is also the co-founder of a teen girls 
summer empowerment program.  Lastly, Ms. Perry has served on various panels and received awards for her community engagement 
work and initiatives. 

  

FRANCESCA MORENCY - NOMINEE FOR SECRETARY 
 

Francesca Morency is an associate in Holland & Knight's Boston office and a member of the firm's Litigation 
and Dispute Resolution Practice.  Ms. Morency focuses her practice on the area of general civil litigation.  Prior 
to joining Holland & Knight, Ms. Morency served as a judicial clerk to the Honorable U.S. Magistrate Judge Ivan 
D. Davis in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria Division.  During law school, 
Ms. Morency served as a lead articles editor of the Suffolk Journal of Trial & Appellate Advocacy and as an 
executive board member of the Moot Court Honor Board.  Ms. Morency also worked as a research assistant 
to legal writing professor Shailini Jandial George.  After her first year, Ms. Morency worked as a judicial intern 

to the Honorable Kenneth J. King in Middlesex County Juvenile Court in Cambridge, Mass., and following her second year, she was a 
summer associate at Holland & Knight. 



  

MICHEL BAMANI - NOMINEE FOR TREASURER 
 

Michel Bamani is an associate and Sherin & Lodgin, LLP in the firm's Corporate Department with broad-based 
experience in corporate, intellectual property, transactional and bankruptcy law. Michel represents 
entrepreneurs, emerging growth companies, lenders and investors in a wide range of equity and debt financings, 
mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and bankruptcy cases.  He has advised clients in a variety of industries, 
including financial services, transportation and nonprofit.  Prior to joining the firm, Michel was assistant counsel 
at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, where he gained considerable experience negotiating contracts and 
drafting agreements.  While at the Federal Reserve Bank, Michel acted as the Data Privacy Contact and the 

Assistant Ethics Officer. At the Fed, Michel also co-founded the Black Employee Resource Group and was on the organization committee 
of United Way.  Michel received his J.D. from Boston University School of Law and holds a B.A. in Psychology and Sociology from Bowdoin 
College. Michel was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo and is fluent in French, Swahili and Lingala.  
  
DIRECTOR CANDIDATES: (9 Positions Available) 

 

SHANEKA DAVIS 
 

Shaneka Louise Davis is an Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Rights Division of the Office of the Attorney 
General.  Prior to joining the Attorney General's office Shaneka worked as a Judicial Law Clerk for the Honorable 
Frederick L. Brown of the Massachusetts Appeals Court, where she assisted him on matters ranging from corporate 
formation to land use.  During law school Ms. Davis served as a research assistant for Professor Margaret 
Burnham's Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project.  She also interned for the Human Rights Law Network in 
New Delhi, India; The Honorable Denise J. Casper of the United Stated District Court; and for the General Counsel 
of New York Road Runners, a multimillion dollar nonprofit.   In her spare time Ms. Davis loves to travel, write, and 
mentor.  She has worked on four different continents, speaks conversational Romanian, and served as the Chair 

and Secretary of the Youth Institute of Science and Technology-Ghana Board of Directors from 2013-2015. A Massachusetts native, Ms. 
Davis holds a bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of Massachusetts Amherst and received a Juris Doctor from 
Northeastern University School of Law.  Ms. Davis has been a member of the MBLA Community Service Committee since 2014, 
volunteering for the committee's "Know Your Rights" and "MBLA Reads" programs. 

  
STESHA EMMANUEL (Incumbent) 
 

Stesha A. Emmanuel is an Employment and Commercial Litigation Attorney at Todd & Weld, LLP. She hails from 
Boston, by way of Dorchester, where she attended Boston Public Schools and the MATCH Charter High School. Ms. 
Emmanuel obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Africana Studies from Brown University in 2008. 
During her time at Brown, she studied comparative politics and dance abroad at the University of Cape Town in 
Cape Town, South Africa. Ms. Emmanuel is a 2011 graduate of Northeastern University School of Law, where she 
was a teaching assistant and participated in the Domestic Violence Clinic and the Prisoners' Rights Clinic. Ms. 
Emmanuel's legal experiences includes practicing complex litigation, insurance, and professional liability defense 
actions brought against professionals, and serving as a Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable Frederick L. Brown of 

the Massachusetts Appeals Court for two years. Her previous legal experiences also include interning for the Honorable John C. Cratsley 
(ret.) of the Massachusetts Superior Court and the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights. She is licensed to practice law 
in the states of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Ms. Emmanuel served on the MBLA Board of Directors and as Chair of the Community 
Service Committee for program year since 2014. Ms. Emmanuel was named to Lawyers of Color's 2014 "Hot List", a national publication 
recognizing early-to-mid level minority attorneys excelling in the legal profession. She was also selected as a Massachusetts Rising Star 
in 2014 and 2015. Ms. Emmanuel is a big advocate of mentoring and hopes to continue connecting the MBLA with community 
organizations. 
 

D'ANDRE FERNANDEZ 
 

D'Andre Fernandez is an Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the 
Attorney General in the Public Protection and Advocacy Bureau in the Civil Rights Division. Before joining the 
Attorney General's Office. Mr. Fernandez was a staff attorney at the Volunteer Lawyers Project of the Boston Bar 
Association, supervising Pro Se Litigant Clinics and representing individuals in divorce, guardianship, child support, 
alimony, custody, parenting time and equity matters.  Prior to that, Mr. Fernandez was a staff attorney in the Public 
Defender Division of the Committee for Public Counsel Service in Norfolk County, where he represented indigent 
clients in all aspects of criminal cases including arraignments, dispositions, trials, probation surrender hearings and 
Section 35 commitment proceedings. Mr. Fernandez has served as the youngest Worshipful Master in the history 

of Mt. Zion Lodge, 15 of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons, Jurisdiction of Massachusetts. Prince 



Hall Masonry is a fraternal organization and the oldest African American organization in the Country. A Boston native and resident, Mr. 
Fernandez is a graduate of Boston College Law School (2010) and Howard University (2006, magna cum laude). During his time at Boston 
College Law School, Mr. Fernandez petitioned to change the by-laws of the BLSA chapter there, creating the Vice-President External 
position and was the author of a brief argued in the MA Appeals Court. Mr. Fernandez served on the MBLA's Programs & Professional 
Development Committee for the past two years.  

 

ERON HACKSHAW (Incumbent) 
 

As a Transactional Finance Attorney, Eron Hackshaw is developing his practice in representing first and second lien 
senior lenders, mezzanine investors, equity sponsors, and borrowers in a broad variety of secured and unsecured 
senior debt and mezzanine financing arrangements. His practice is primarily focused on cash flow and asset-based 
financings, acquisition and other leveraged financings, cross-border financings, first lien, second lien and 
mezzanine financings, recapitalizations, and restructurings.   Mr. Hackshaw is also a trained and certified Mediator 
with the Harvard Law School Mediation Program serving as a Community Mediator in the Roxbury Division, Boston 
Municipal Court.  Mr. Hackshaw graduated from Howard University School of Law in 2009. During his final year at 
Howard, Mr. Hackshaw participated in the HUSL Alternative Dispute Resolution Clinic and completed a yearlong 
placement at the Washington D.C. Field Office of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC WFO) 

where he served as student observer and co-mediator in a number of employment discrimination disputes.  Eron also served as the 
President of the Association of Caribbean Law Students and was an active member of the HUSL law student community.  Prior to 
attending law school Mr. Hackshaw graduated Suma Cum Laude from Morgan State University with a BA in Philosophy, where he served 
as President of Philosophy Club, Co-Founder and Editor of Hateta - An Undergraduate Journal of Philosophy, and as University Advocate 
on the University's Judicial Board.  Mr. Hackshaw has been an active member of the MBLA.  He has previously served on several 
committees, including the Programs Committee and the 2014 Gala Committee.  Mr. Hackshaw's community service also includes serving 
on the board of Cambridge Symphony Orchestra and chairing the Board Governance Committee.  

 

JERMAINE KIDD (Incumbent) 
 

Jermaine Kidd is a Dorchester native who graduated from Boston Latin School (BLS) in 1999.   As a junior at BLS, 
Mr. Kidd was selected as a Judge David S. Nelson fellow, interning for the Hon. Judge Reginald Lindsay at the U.S. 
Dist. Court for the Dist. of Massachusetts. This experience inspired him to become a lawyer. Mr. Kidd is a graduate 
of Morehouse College and Boston College Law School, and is currently an associate at Morgan, Brown & Joy, LLP 
where he represents employers in a wide range of labor and employment law matters. Mr. Kidd's began his career 
as a litigation associate at Edwards, Angell, Palmer, & Dodge, LLP (now Locke Lord Edwards LLP), and thereafter 
served as Labor Counsel for the Massachusetts State Police where he handled discipline and discrimination cases, 
as well as other labor and employment matters. Before joining Morgan, Brown & Joy, LLP, Mr. Kidd was an associate 

for the Boston office of Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. Mr. Kidd served as an At-Large Director for the MBLA for the 
2014-2016 years, and co-chaired the Programs and Professional Development Committee. In that capacity, Mr. Kidd helped plan and 
execute the MBLA Rainmakers' Roundtable Series. Mr. Kidd has other leadership and non-profit experience having served as president 
of the Greater Boston Morehouse College Alumni Association for two years. Mr. Kidd also currently serves as Deputy Director of Region 
I for the National Bar Association; on the Board of Directors of the Cooperative for Human Services; and the Board of Directors of FCD 
Educational Services- a division of the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation. 

 
SCOTT MAYS (Incumbent) 
  

Scott Mays is Assistant General Counsel for Tufts Health Plan. Scott's practice focuses on providing legal counsel 
to the company in the areas of regulatory compliance, commercial products, operations, and dispute resolution. 
Prior to joining Tufts Health Plan, Scott was a litigator specializing in securities and complex commercial 
litigation at several prominent Boston law firms, including Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom and Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo. Scott is a 2005 graduate of Northeastern University School of Law, where 
he was a teaching assistant for legal research and writing and was active in the Black Law Students Association. 
Scott obtained his B.A. in psychology from Boston University in 2001. Scott previously served as a Director of 
the MBLA and chairperson of the student support committee in 2010-2011. Scott is also a member of the 

Boston Bar Association and the American Health Lawyers Association. 
 



DANIELLE PELOT (Incumbent) 

Danielle Pelot is the Deputy Practice Group Leader of the Government Investigations & White Collar Defense 
practice group of Nixon Peabody LLP. She represents companies and individuals in critical investigative and 
compliance matters involving federal and state government enforcement authorities. Her background includes 
high-profile government investigations in a range of industries, from construction and public affairs to health 
care and financial services. Danielle has specific experience counseling pharmaceutical and medical device 
companies and their employees through investigations alleging criminal and civil fraud, false claims, and 
kickbacks. She assists clients with conducting corporate internal investigations, responding to grand jury 

subpoenas, coordinating company duties under a Corporate Integrity Agreement (CIA) and Deferred Prosecution Agreement (DPA), 
completing reporting and training requirements, and developing proactive compliance measures to prevent violations of federal and 
state law. Danielle's practice also draws upon her broader experience in civil complex litigation related to products liability, pricing, 
antitrust, financial transactions, intellectual property, and qui tam actions. Danielle currently serves as a member of the firm's Recruiting 
Committee. She participates in the diversity initiatives of the Boston Lawyers Group and enjoys tutoring and mentoring students in 
elementary school, college, and law school. 

 
PAIGE SCOTT REED 

Paige Scott Reed is Of Counsel at Anderson & Kreiger, LLP, a vibrant and growing boutique currently representing 
over 150 public entities across the country, widely recognized as one of the nation's preeminent law firms for airports, 
with deep experience in litigation, real estate development, environmental permitting and compliance 
matters.  Paige's practice concentrates on litigation, procurement, regulatory and administrative matters, particularly 
at the intersection between public and private.  Prior to joining Anderson & Kreiger, Paige served as General Counsel 
to both MassDOT and the MBTA, as well as General Counsel and Corporate Secretary to the Boston 2024 

Partnership.  As chief legal officer, Paige often helped forge partnerships with private industry to advance a mission with significant 
public implications.  Paige graduated from Harvard and Radcliffe Colleges cum laude in 1992 and Harvard Law School cum laude in 1997, 
serving as an Executive Editor of the Harvard Law Review and a semi-finalist in the Ames Moot Court Competition.  She clerked for the 
Honorable Dolores Sloviter on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 
TREVOR ROZIER-BYRD (Incumbent) 

Trevor Rozier-Byrd is a Vice President and Counsel in the Global Markets Division of State Street Bank and Trust 
Company. Prior to joining State Street, Mr. Rozier-Byrd's was a Senior Associate at WilmerHale where his practice 
focused on domestic and international corporate transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, venture capital 
financings and public and private capital markets transactions. Mr. Rozier-Byrd also represented companies and 
entrepreneurs in connection with a broad range of start-up company matters.  Prior to joining WilmerHale, Mr. 
Rozier-Byrd was an associate at Sidley Austin LLP in New York where he represented various financial institutions 

in connection with a broad range of public and private capital markets transactions, including initial public offerings, follow-on securities 
offerings, Rule 144A/Regulation S private placements and private placements of hedge fund and private equity fund interests. Mr. 
Rozier-Byrd also represented fund sponsors in connection with the formation of domestic and offshore private equity and hedge 
funds.  During law school, Mr. Rozier-Byrd worked for the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission - Division of Enforcement. While at 
the SEC, Mr. Rozier-Byrd participated in investigations of possible violations of the federal securities laws, including insider trading, 
fraudulent stock offerings, misappropriation of client funds, market manipulation and financial fraud.   Mr. Rozier-Byrd received his Juris 
Doctor from Boston University School of Law in 2010, and his Bachelor of Arts from Boston College in 2005.   Mr. Rozier-Byrd is currently 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Black Lawyers Association, a member of the Boston University School of Law 
Alumni Executive Committee and a member of the Edward Brooke Charter Schools Board of Ambassadors. 

 
NAKISHA SKINNER 

Nakisha L. Skinner is General Counsel for the Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assistance. As General 
Counsel, Nakisha provides legal advice and counsel to the agency head and other executive staff and directs all 
legal affairs affecting the agency. Nakisha has extensive experience as a government attorney, having served in the 
public sector for over 17 years. Prior to state service, Ms. Skinner served as General Counsel for the City of Boston's 
Public Health Commission. She was admitted to practice in Massachusetts in 2003 and is licensed to practice before 
the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts. She also maintains an appointment as Special 
Assistant Attorney General. Nakisha is a former Vice President and Director of the Mass Black Women Attorneys 
and is a member of the Boston Bar Association.  Nakisha received her Bachelor of Science degree from Suffolk 
University in 1998 and her Juris Doctorate from Suffolk University Law School in 2003. In March 2016, Nakisha was 

named a Leader in the Law by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly and she received the Young Alumni Award from Suffolk Law in 2010 


