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"All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. Amen."
BCP

Dear People of St. Barnabas',
In November we shift our focus from stewardship of creation to stewardship of our
parish. "Stewardship" implies a level of care, leaving things better than they were
when we found them. It also suggests that we care for something or someone  the

earth, our church  not for ourselves, but on behalf of another. We are entrusted by God with the
care of the earth and all its creatures, each other, and the church.

One biblical example of a wise and faithful steward is none other than  wait for it  Barnabas,
whose name, as we all know, means "son of encouragement." Barnabas first appears as a disciple
who sells a field belonging to him and brings all the proceeds from the sale and lays them at the
feet of the apostles (a sign of respect, trust and reverence). (Acts 4:37). Barnabas is entrusting
his possessions to a community he deems trustworthy. This was more than a common purpose, it
was a common life: Acts 4:32 declares that the believers were "of one heart and soul." It speaks of
their awareness of the interwoven nature of their lives in Christ.

But this is not the last time we see Barnabas. Barnabas, who unlike the other apostles, was not
from Palestine, but from Cyprus, whose spoken language was not Aramaic, but Greek, had life
experience that was not confined to the environs of the Sea of Galilee, but the farflung areas of
the Mediterranean. It was Barnabas who stood up for Saul, now Paul, and convinced the apostles
that this former persecutor of the followers of Jesus was someone they could trust. In fact, there
might never have been an apostle Paul if Barnabas hadn't been there to vouch for him.

After the stoning of Stephen things got very dangerous in Jerusalem for the Jesus Movement.
As they moved out, they began to reach out to Gentiles. Barnabas was sent as an ambassador to
the new converts, and it was Barnabas who enlisted the help of Paul. He clearly saw in Paul the
leadership gifts that would impel the fledgling church forward.
In his next major move, Barnabas takes second place to Paul, letting Paul take the lead,

displaying a true humility that enabled the church to grow. In short: he discerned the need, and
did what needed to be done to meet the need, "even if it means laying his ego, like his
possessions, at the feet of Christ."1

Barnabas was a true apostle, which is to say he was a witness who proclaims by word and deed
the good news of Christ. He set his eyes, not on the past, but on the future. He could see what
was wanting to be birthed and he dedicated himself to it. C.K. Robertson says "This is a healthy,
holistic stewardship where we move from a clenched fist, not simply with money but with people
and their gifts, to an open hand that reaches out, brings in, and builds up."2

Financial pledging is the starting point. Barnabas shows us a model of a steward who put
others before himself, makes intentional choices to trust the community and empower others,
and gives himself over to it in Jesus' name. At this point in the life of our church, as we build on
our foundations and reframe our future, we have an excellent example to follow in our patron
saint. I'm excited about what the year ahead will bring, and I look forward to joining all of you to
carry the good news of Christ into our wider community.

Faithfully, Martha+
_________________

1 C.K Robertson, Transforming Stewardship (NY: Church Publishing, 2009), 40.
2 Robertson, 41



THIS 'N THAT

St. Barnabas' Notary Public  If you need an
important document notarized, contact Beth in the
Church Office, 3029946607 during office hours.

Pastoral Care  Remember to call Martha, Sr.
Cassandra or the Church Office if you have a
pastoral emergency or scheduled surgery. Martha
or Sr. Cassandra are available on a 24hr basis if
you have a crisis or are admitted to or are in one
of the Christiana Care hospitals. If you or a family
member are unable to attend church and would
like to receive Communion, please contact Sr.
Cassandra.

St. Barnabas' Golf Shirts  The first order of shirts
went in and expected delivery is early December.
There will be another opportunity to order after
the first of the year.

GRIEF COMPANIONING GROUP

A Grief Companioning Group started on May 14 in the
Lounge. The group supplies support to those who are
currently working through grief due to a loss, with those
who have "been there." The first meeting explored the
hopes for this group, and established a regular time to
meet, every other Friday at 3:00pm in the Lounge. The
next meeting will be announced in the Sunday Bulletin.
You are welcome to join at any time; please speak to Sr.
Cassandra.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

The Youth Group has been busy the
last several weeks.

* Donated 175 lbs of tomatoes
and peppers from the “vege”

garden to the Food Bank (Way to go!).
*Played Hide and Seek and Capture The Flag with

the Skyline Methodist Youth Group and Family Promise.
*Picked apples at Linville Orchards.
*Made 7 pans of apple crisp and delivered them to

Sunday Breakfast Mission.
*Carved pumpkins.

Future activites:
Sunday, November 15 ~ 5:30  7:00 pm Making
birdseed ornaments for the Bazaar
Sunday, November 22 ~ Noon3:00pm  Baking and
decorating cookies for the Bazaar

TOUCHED BY A GENTLE BREEZE…….

Looking through the tall Ponderosa Pines, one could truly see a breathtaking sight!

A river cascading down the rocky cliffs, the mountains brilliantly illumined, colorful and bright,

the sun slowly descending towards the horizon, just about to set for the night,

darkened sky at dusk, turning into a starry sky, twinkling with light!

One could only ponder, “Such transcending

beauty could not exist, without the divine touch and his awesome might!”

In ages past, a river carved the most grandiose canyon, where one could see birds of prey fly!

Where mountains reflect the shadows of the clouds passing by,

double rainbows suddenly descending deep into the canyon, from the sky!

A gentle breeze blowing through the majestic canyon, refreshing tired souls, lifting their spirits high!

Surrounding such magnificent beauty, giving a glimpse of the divine presence, made one pause in

gratitude, to praise him with joy!

Manouri Fernando

Sept. 7, 2015

In September 2015, I visited the Grand Canyon, AZ. The beauty of everything I saw there, deeply touched me,

inspiring me to compose this poem. Mano

From Linda Hardy:

Dear St. Barnabas',
Thank you for your prayers and cards
and calls and flowers. What a
blessing it is to be a member of our

community! I feel buoyed by your loving care, and I'm
very grateful. My shoulder is healing as it should; just
please don't pat me on it! Let me pat your shoulder in
gratitude. Love, Linda Hardy

MUSINGS FROM YOUR SISTER IN CHRIST

So here we are into November and a very special time of giving thanks. I gave thanks
daily for the presentations, the Scriptures and the Liturgies each Sunday during the
Creation Season. The different words and format spoke to me in such a beautiful
way. I have kept each and every Bulletin during those 5 or 6 weeks. The pageantry

on the first Sunday was wonderful! The different wording in the liturgy, the Creeds, the Prayers of
the People, the Eucharists, were very meaningful and thought provoking. And then the music! New
words written by Rev. Carolyn Gillette to familiar music for us to sing, along with Michael Larkin's
original compositions, a well as the choir's presentations were so beautiful. How very blessed we are
to have such beauty and talent in this wonderful parish! I just want to thank each and every one of
those who participated, the flower guild, the altar guild, the children and everyone who had any part
of giving us this gift that we received. This past Creation Season will be a season I will remember
with great joy for many, many years to come.

Thanks be to God, and thanks be to you all,

Sr. Cassandra

PIZZA NIGHT

Outreach is sponsoring a Pizza Night on
Monday, November 16, from 6:00pm 
8:00pm in the Lounge. Please bring a
donation of frozen meatballs (chicken,

beef, turkey, no pork please) to benefit Emmanuel
Dining Room. The homeless shelters run low on meat
at this time of year, and meatballs are the easiest
product to store during shortages. Can't bring
meatballs? Join us anyway; cash donations are
acceptable too. We'll have snacks and drinks ahead of
time and pizza as our meal. Robbie Dieke, Stephen
Ministry Coorinator at Hockessin United Methodist
Church, will be joning us as a guest speaker. Questions
or ideas? Contact Leslie Walker  3022399795.

COOKIES FOR COLLEGE

Beginning in January, Evangelism/Parish
Life Team will be sponsoring a new

ministry, "Cookies for College". The purpose is to
mail a box of cookies and/or other "goodies" to St.
Barnabas' youth who are attending college to let
them know that we are thinking of them. If you
have a family member in college who would like to
receive cookies, please provide their name, college,
address and email.
There will be forms in the back of the church to
complete and turn in to the office or place in the
offertory bag.
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR

As Advent and Christmas quickly approach, all of our parish musicians will be quite
busy preparing to present beautiful music for our many upcoming worship services. Of
particular note will be our annual Advent Lessons and Carols service at the 10:00am
service on December 13. This is always a very well received and popular worship
experience and is a wonderful time to invite someone to join us for that service. Also,

don’t forget about our “Quiet Christmas” service on Saturday evening, December 19 at 6:00pm.

During the 4 Sundays of Advent, we also will be singing new service music appropriate for the
season. Several years ago I composed a “Mass for Advent” for several area Lutheran churches. From that
work, this Advent, we will be singing the Kyrie (Lord have mercy), the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) and the
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) in English and utilizing familiar tunes.

Our Christmas Eve services are always festive, joyful worship experiences as our youth will present
their Christmas pageant at the 4:00pm service. At our 9:00pm service both Chancel and Renaissance choirs
as well as several parish instrumentalists will help us to joyfully celebrate the birth of our Savior. This
service begins with a half hour choral prelude at 8:30pm.

We always welcome new singers and instrumentalists to participate in our music ministry. The
beginning of a new calendar year in January would be a great time to join one of our choirs! As always, if
you ever have questions or comments with regard to our music ministry at St. Barnabas', please never
hesitate to contact me.

Please accept my wishes for an Advent and Christmas season filled will wonder, joy, and peace.

Michael Larkin
Director or Music Ministry

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR NEWS

Items for the White Elephant Sale and the Consignment Shop (Barnabas' Boutique)
may be delivered to the Church the week of December 1. Please no electronics,
clothing, shoes, wires, cameras because they do not sell and take up space that can
be used for items that do sell. Tools always sell very well. Donated items should be
clean (saves volunteer time if clean when brought in). See Libby Green if you can
help with pricing and organizing the items for this event.

Cookie Walk  Calls are being made for parishioners to bake cookies again. We ran
out of cookies last year, so please consider baking an extra dozen for sale. Any

leftovers are donated to Emmanuel Dining Room or Andrews Place. This is being led by Sue Martin.

Flowers will be available again this year. Order forms will be in the back of the church and in the Sunday
Bulletin. If you order and pay for flowers ahead of time, they will be reserved for pickup at the bazaar. There
will also be some for sale at the bazaar as well. Nancy Clapp has graciously agreed to take this on since Sandy
Graper is not available this year.

Craft Table If you have crafts (knitted, crocheted, quilted or sewn items, wood crafts, ornaments) to donate,
please bring them Friday evening. Contact Laura Gracie, Ceil Jones or Joan Yulduzian if you have questions.

Money Tree Raffle for $200. Tickets are $1/ticket or $5 for 6 tickets. The tree will be decorated in small bills
to look like LOTS of CASH. A volunteer is needed to sell the tickets and keep track of the sold tickets.
Contact Pamm Ferris if you can help. She is also looking for donatons to make up the $200.

Books, DVD's, CD's, Puzzles & Games can be brought to the church during the week before the bazaar.
Children' s books are always popular. Terry Sloman is in charge of book room and can use the help in
organizing the books, etc on Friday evening and during the bazaar.

Bake Table  The Dixons are moving at the end of November and therefore will not be able to work at the
Bake Table. Martha Precht and Arlene Carpenter will be taking over. Baked goods (except cookies) should be
brought Friday evening or before the bazaar opens on Saturday. All other items, should be delivered Friday
night or before the Bazaar opens on Saturday morning (before 9:00am).

Music  There will be music again this year. It has been a very popular event during the bazaar. Michael
Larkin and his merry band of musicians will entertain! There will be a box for donations, the proceeds to
included in the bazaar total.

Welcome Table sponsored by the Evangelism Committee will have 4 baskets for FREE raffles.
A survey on the back of the Raffle ticket completed by the person entering helps us determine where
attendees found out about the bazaar.

Kitchen  Soup and chili will be sold for lunch and to take home, but details are not available at this time.

Any questions, to volunteer, or for further information, please contact Pamm Ferris (3029838732;
pferris1108@comcast.net).
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

PUMPKIN CARVING

PICKING APPLES

LINVILLE ORCHARDS

YOUTH GROUP VOLUNTEERING FOR FAMILY PROMISE

MAKING APPLE CRISP



CHURCH CALENDAR

Worship Services
Saturday, Holy Eucharist

5:30 pm

Sunday, Holy Eucharist
8:00 am

10:00 am (with music)

Sunday School
9:45 am

REGULAR MEETINGS

Weekly
Lady Julian's Bible Study  Tuesdays, 9:30 am  Lounge
Seekers' Prayer Group  Wednesdays, 6:45 pm  Lounge
Early Risers Bible Study  Thursdays, 6:30 am  Lounge

Monthly
Building & Grounds Meeting  Tuesday, November 17, 7:30 pm  Lounge

Ladies' Luncheon  Monday, December 7, 12:30 pm, Skipjack  Shoppes at Louviers  Newark
Finance Committee Tuesday, December 8 , 6:00 pm  Lounge

Vestry  Tuesday, December 8  7:00 pm  Lounge
Men's Luncheon  Wednesday, December 9, 12:30 pm  2Fat Guys  Hockessin

Bridge  Monday, December 14, 12:30 pm  Lounge
Bowling  Saturday, December 19, 7:15 pm, Price Lanes, Kirkwood Highway

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Alternate Fridays, 3:00 pm  Lounge  Grief Companioning Group
Friday, December 11  11:00 amLounge  Evangelism/Parish Life Meeting
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