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The Concept of Mukaf Gevil
The Size and Location of a Disqualifying Hole
A Hole in the Interior of a Letter

The concept of mukaf gevil

There is a rule known as mukaf gevil which mandates that
every letter of stam must be completely surrounded by
parchment. Chazal derived this halacha from the word
uchesavtom, which can be divided into two words -
u'chesav and tom-i.e. "complete writing." This means that
every letter must be formed completely and surrounded by
parchment to be fully recognizable. (According to some
meforshim, this rule is a halacha I'Moshe miSinai.) There
are three areas which require particular attention: 1.There
must be space between the end of a line and the edge of
the klaf. 2. There must be a distinct separation between
all letters (two letters may not touch at any point). 3. No
letter may abut a hole in the klaf.
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The size and location of a disqualifying hole

In addition to a hole adjacent to a letter, a hole within a letter can also disqualify stam. A hole
large enough to be visible invalidates the stam even if it is completely surrounded by ink. If
the hole is small, if a quill can pass over it easily [without getting stuck] and if it can be seen
only when it is held to the light, it is not significant enough to be disqualifying. A visible hole
that formed after the letter was written is not disqualifying, but it should nonetheless be fixed.
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(One method for fixing it is to remove the ink connecting
the hole to the letter; once this distance is created, the
hole can be considered separate from the letter.)

(60 ,177 35T ™MK 535 p''EY 2 {UYR)

B A hole in the interior of a letter

| Lechatchila, the rule of mukaf gevil applies to the white
.| interior of letters that close on at least three sides (e.qg.
&, | beis, heh, ches). Bedieved, according to most poskim,
M) the rule only affects the exterior inked area of the letter
and not the white interior. The Yerushalmi, however, holds
that the rule extends to the interiors also. When possible,
one should be stringent like the Yerushalmi. In
extenuating circumstances, the opinion of the poskim can
be relied upon.
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o All stages of the processing from the
lime soak onward must be done
lishma. Some poskim hold that if the
initial stages were performed lishma, ¢ The 'size of a small letter’
all subsequent stages are considered
lishma.

¢ The length of the legs of the letters

e If a goy has access to the hides
during tanning (e.g. a goy is working
on non-essential parts of the process),
he could possibly switch the kosher _
hides with non-kosher ones. The hides e The size of the left leg of the heh
being processed lishma should be
marked with a sign that the goy
cannot reproduce.

e Only the skins of kosher animals may
be used for klaf. The skins of kosher
animals that died or are otherwise
forbidden to eat may be used.

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1121614378248&format=htmI|&printFrame=true



7/9/2015 Daf HaYomi B'Halacha Daily Email - 25 Tamuz

dirshu@dirshu_co.il JlenT DY WP M7 K ,UTIR W7 700 N

Forward this email

o SafelUnsubscribe

This email was sent to mc@dirshunj.org by mc@dirshunj.org |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

» o Trusted Emall from

Constant Contact”

Dirshu International, Inc. | 212 Second St | Suite 404B | Lakewood | NJ | 08701

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1121614378248&format=htm|&printFrame=true 3/3


http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001be8wlSb0wQpSMVV-hPWCCtKBVDBn0ukn4H_N6IrexHrl3HUlBEIYIg%3D%3D&t=001k9sLtcpsl0Dead6UBD3b4w%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeBwQ5GSM7KSu9jkPLhqtZz&llr=fkgmd6lab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=BasicSC&id=preview
mailto:mc@dirshunj.org
https://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp?id=preview
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001be8wlSb0wQpSMVV-hPWCCtKBVDBn0ukn4H_N6IrexHrl3HUlBEIYIg%3D%3D&t=001k9sLtcpsl0Dead6UBD3b4w%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeBwQ5GSM7KSu9jkPLhqtZz&llr=fkgmd6lab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001be8wlSb0wQpSMVV-hPWCCtKBVDBn0ukn4H_N6IrexHrl3HUlBEIYIg%3D%3D&t=001k9sLtcpsl0Dead6UBD3b4w%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkeBwQ5GSM7KSu9jkPLhqtZz&llr=fkgmd6lab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=fkgmd6lab&m=1112299411781&ea=mc@dirshunj.org&a=1121604964802&id=preview

