
Blooms and Blossoms 

In God’s great creation, there are moments of 

stillness and waiting.  In the Winter, it looks like 

nothing is happening, as if things around us have 

stopped, or even died.  Then, Spring comes, and 

we realize underneath the frozen ground, the 

world was getting ready to bust through with 

new green and growth! 

I’ve been the Pastor of Oconee Presbyterian 

Church for 4 years this April.  This year feels like 

that to me, as if things are just about to bust 

through… I wonder if you feel it too? 

The last year or two has seen some significant 

changes for us as a congregation.  We’ve done 

well to pause, rest, and wait for the 

reverberations of these changes to go 

dormant.  The Session leadership also wisely 

paused and wondered together what God might 

be about to do next through us.  Together, we 

listened and prayed. 

 

 

 

2016 feels like the year when things pop 

through!  There is new growth just under the 

surface, ready to spring forth!  We can feel the 

energy rising again, getting ready to turn our 

period of waiting and resting into a period of 

joyful worship and significant service. 

In this Ministry Guide, you will find many 

different ways to join in the new growth God is 

giving us in 2016.  Seasons of worship are 

planned and planted.  Fellowship and learning 

events are about to bloom for children, youth, 

and adults.  Moments of mission and care are 

ready to bear their good fruit to the world.  Won’t 

you come!  The harvest is plenty!  Now, let’s 

show up together and take part in the amazing 

new things God is about to do through us! 

 

Blessings, laughter, and loving be yours! 

Rev. Joel Tolbert 
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Our Mission as a church begins with Inviting in all 
people! In our Worship, Fellowship, and Outreach 
ministries, we give people a taste of Christ-like 
community. Come be the church together, and invite 
others who are hungry to join you! 

Worship 

The Sundays of Christmas 
Sundays, Dec 27 & Jan 3, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

Remember the song “12 Days of Christmas”? Well, 
Christmas Day, December 25th, is the first day of 
Christmas. Join us for the two Sundays of Christmas as 
well, and keep the Christmas spirit flowing in to 2016. 

The Spirit Moves  
Sundays, Jan 10 – Feb 7, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

Holy Spirit was at the beginning. Holy Spirit was there 
at the birth of Christ. Holy Spirit is even now guiding 
us. Join us for a 5-week series on how the Spirit 
moves! 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 10, 6:30pm, Sanctuary 

As Lent begins and we walk the journey toward the 
cross, we use Ashes as a symbol to remind us that 
darkness, sin, and death are conquered in Christ’s 
resurrection. 

Lent, Psalms and The Songbook of Faith 
Sundays, February 14 – March 13, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

Whether we use hymnals or screen, communities of 
worship sing our praise! Our oldest songbook is the 
Psalms. Let’s spend this Lent walking through the 
Psalms and singing our way toward Easter. 

Palm/Passion Sunday, Confirmation Celebration 
Sunday, March 20, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

As Jesus enters Jerusalem and prepares for the days 
ahead, we welcome the newest Confirmands to 
confess their faith, and be prepared for their life 
ahead. 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, March 24, 6:30pm, Sanctuary 

Jesus sat with his disciples around a table, broke 
bread, and asked them to remember him. In this 
meal, we remember his life, death and prepare for 
Easter miracles. 

Easter 
Sunday, March 27, 7:00am Sunrise Worship at the Pavilion, 
9:00am & 11:00am in the Sanctuary 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Come celebrate 
the empty tomb and the empty threat of death over 
all God’s people thanks to the risen Lord! 

Revelation: Yesterday’s Book, Tomorrow’s 
Vision, Today’s Hope 
Sundays, April 3 – May 1, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

This last book of our New Testament is one of the 
most confusing and misused books of the Bible. Let’s 
study it together, listening for what it said thousands 
of years ago, and what it might be saying today. 

Pentecost and Graduate Recognition 
Sunday, May 15, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

God’s Holy Spirit was released upon the church, and is 
still at work. A special service to honor our graduates 
and reflect on their past and send them off with 
blessings for their futures. 

Trinity 
Sunday, May 22, 10:45am, Sanctuary 

Our God is a triune God… Father/Creator, 
Son/Redeemer, and Spirit/Sustainer.  Let’s hear and 
enjoy the wisdom of one God in three persons. 
Ministry Intern Stephanie Loftin preaching 
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Outreach 

Greeting, following up with visitors and promoting 
OPC is what Outreach is all about! Please contact 
Laura Brown to get involved with Outreach!  
lrb1761@gmail.com 

“Inviting in” is the mission of every disciple! 

 This Spring, consider inviting a family to 
experience the Lenten season and to 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at one of our Easter services. 

 Have your child invite a friend to come to our 
Easter egg hunt on the front lawn, Sunday 
School or to one of our children or youth 
programs. 

C2C Classes (Curious to Committed) 
Saturday, March 5, 9am-12pm - New Member Sunday, March 13 
OR Saturday, April 23, 9am-12pm-New Member Sunday, May 1 

Are you curious about God, faith, being Presbyterian, 
or Oconee Presbyterian Church? This class will help 
you find the answers! We will meet on a Saturday 
morning with Rev. Joel from 9am – 12pm where we 
will learn about ourselves, each other and decide if 
Oconee Presbyterian is the right congregation to 
commit to God’s mission. Contact: 
annwkohler@gmail.com  

 

Regular Hospitality & Fellowship 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 
Sundays, January 3 – May 29, 9:40am, Lobby 

Join us every Sunday morning for coffee and breakfast 
bites.  At 9:45, classes begin for all ages, but the 
snacks and treats remain out for refills after classes. 
Contact: pattybronson322@yahoo.com  

NEW Time for Family Night Supper! 

Dinner from 5:45 – 6:30pm 

Wonderful Wednesday, Family Night Suppers 
Wednesdays, January 6 – May 18, 5:45-6:30pm, Sanctuary 0r 
Pavilion (except Mar 23 and Apr 6) 

Family Night Suppers are BACK!  NO reservations! NO 
charge! A “light” supper will be served each week. 
Join us for this time of unwinding and encouraging 
each other around the tables!  

Meal Ministry 

A baby is born.  A job is lost.  A surgery is planned.  
These hectic moments of life are prime opportunities 
for a church to say we love you through a meal.  Could 
you help provide a dish or an entire meal? Contact: 
Stacy Carter, stacycarter322@yahoo.com  

 

Special Hospitality & Fellowship 

Ash Wednesday Dinner & Service 
Wednesday, Feb 10, 5:45-6:30pm 

A special Wednesday to share a meal and a special 
service before the beginning of Lent. 

HEART of OPC Dinner 
Saturday, February 20, 6:00pm 

A church-wide Banquet celebrating each other and 
our CARE teams! 

Remembering the Last Supper 
Thursday, March 24, 5:45pm, Sanctuary  

No Wednesday Supper on March 23. Instead, gather 
on Thursday, March 28 for a light supper Maundy 
Thursday service. 

Easter Breakfast  
Sunday, March 27, 7:30ish, Sanctuary 

We will celebrate Easter Sunday by joining together 
for a breakfast following the sunrise service. 

End of School Celebration! 
Wednesday, May 18, 5:45-6:30pm. Pavilion 

Celebrate the beginning of summer with a cookout 
and giant slip-n-slide for the kids! Bring bathing suits 
and plenty of energy! 
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Our mission as a church continues with Building Up 
each other! In our Children’s, Youth, and Adult 
ministries, we build up our minds, bodies, and spirits in 
the knowledge of God and ourselves, God’s world, and 
God’s mission. 

Sunday Mornings, Children & Youth 

Sunday School Classes 
Sundays, 9:45am, Classes by Age 

Our younger ones hear Bible stories, do activities and 
crafts, and play games so Bible stories are remembered.   

Youth from 6th- 12th grades study theological and social 
issues, and imagine how their faith is calling them to 
respond. 

 All our children and youth classes are led by loving, 
dedicated teachers. 

New Wednesday Night Schedule 
 

Light Supper Served  5:45-6:30 
 Bells   5:45-6:30 
Children’s Energizer 6:15-6:30 
Children’s programs 6:30-7:15 
Youth Hangouts 6:30-7:15 
1st Wednesday Study 6:30-7:15 (once monthly) 

Adult Choir  7:00-8:30 

Children – Wednesday Nights 

Children’s Energizer and Song  
Wednesdays, Jan 6 - May 18, 6:15-6:30, large circle - upstairs 

Each Wed. night following supper, our children will 
gather for a fun time of singing and movement 
designed just for them before starting their Wed. 
night classes. 

Little Lambs (0-Pre-K) 
Wednesdays, Jan 6 – May 18, 6:30-7:15pm, Rooms 3 & 4 

Our littlest lambs will have activities planned just for 
them each Wednesday night. 

Kids Klub (K – 2nd) 
Wednesdays, Jan 6 – May 18, 6:30 – 7:15pm, Room 6 

Special activities and Bible lessons just for kids! 

PYG, Pre Youth Group (3rd-5th grades) 
Wed, January 6 – May 18, 6:30-7:15pm, Room 7 (2nd Floor) 

This time of fun, fellowship, learning, and worship has 
older elementary children using a variety of materials, 
games, and activities to explore the major stories and 
themes of the Bible, and to flex their faith muscles. 

Middle School Youth (6th-8th grades) 

Wednesday Night “Hang Out” 
Wednesdays, Jan 6 – May 18, 6:30 – 7:15pm, MS Room upstairs 

P.O.Y.A. – Peace On You All (Sunday Nights) 
Sundays, January 3 – May 15, 5:00-6:30pm, 2nd Floor, Room 8 

Middle school has unique challenges.  Youth feel 
pressure from peers, parents, and life, and are 
changing fast.  These times together give us safe 
space and a strong center.  Fun, food, study, and 
worship! Check out the MS calendar for all events! 

Special Events 
Sunday, Jan 17-18 Ski Trip  
Sunday, Feb 7  Super Bowl Party 
Friday, Mar 18 30 Hour Famine 
Sunday, Apr 24 Kayaking Trip 
Wed, May 18  Lawn Games/End of School 
Sunday, May 22 Parent’s Summer Preview 

Sunday School Classes 
Children and Youth 

Age or Grade Location 

Infants (0-2) Room 2, 1st Floor 

Toddlers (2-3) Room 3, 1st Floor 

Preschoolers (4-5) Room 4, 1st Floor 

K-2nd Grades Room 6, 2nd Floor 

3rd-5th Grades Room 7, 2nd Floor 

6th-8th Grades Room 8, 2nd Floor 

9th-12th Grades Jittery Joe’s, Watkinsville 
(9:30am) 
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High School Youth (9th-12th grades) 

Wednesday Night “Hang Out” 
Wednesdays, Jan 6-May 18, 6:30-7:15pm, HS Circle upstairs 

T.G.I.F. – Teens Growing in Faith (Sunday Nights) 
Sundays, January 3 – May 15, 6:00-8:00pm, 2nd Floor 

Fun and fellowship start the night.  Then, we share 
highs and lows over a meal.  Afterward, an edgy 
conversation challenges us to try on all aspects of 
faith.  Last, we finish with songs and worship.  Come, 
and bring a friend! 

Special Events 

Sunday, Jan 17-18 Ski Trip 
Sunday, Feb 7 Super Bowl Party 
Friday, Mar 18 30 Hour Famine 
Sunday, Mar 20 Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, Apr 24 Kayaking Trip 
Sunday, May 15 Senior Celebration and Lunch 
Sunday, May 22 Parent Montreat Meeting and 

Summer Preview 

Check the High School Calendar and Facebook group 
for a full schedule of Special Events 

ConFORMation 
Sundays, January 10 – March 13, 12:30-2:00pm, 2nd Floor 

For 8th graders and older.  These times together let 
budding youth claim their own faith, and invite each 
to join the church as their own person. 

 

Adults, Sunday Morning Studies 

Revelation Class 
Sundays, January 3 – February 7, 9:45-10:30am, Room 1  

This exciting class will look at what the book of 
Revelation meant to the early Christians and why it 
gave them courage for today and hope for tomorrow. 
Gene Wengert leading 

Life Lessons Class 
Sundays, January 3 – February 7, 9:45-10:30am, Room 5 

Life is tough! Come be encouraged and strengthened 
as this class discusses “Carry On, Warrior” by Glennon 
Doyle Melton. 

Lenten Study, “Seven Days to Glory” 
Sundays, February 14 – March 20, 9:45-10:30am, Sanctuary 

Rev. Joel will teach and challenge us during Lent as we 
study and discuss the book, “Seven Days to Glory” by 
Monie. 

Life’s Third Act 
Sundays, April 3 – May 22, 9:45-10:30am, Room 5 

Important topics for the “third act” of retirement to 
death and beyond. There will be case discussions 
from the book, “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande. Two 
sessions will be devoted to estate planning and 
planned giving. Other topics will include memory loss 
& Alzheimer’s Syndrome, options for retirement 
living, hospice, changing family interactions, grieving, 
and selection of hymns and scripture for memorial 
services. The class will be helpful for those who are 
aging and for family and friends who are helping and 
encouraging someone who is aging. Clarence 
Rawlings, Nick Bath, Gene Wengert, Donna Davis, 
facilitators; Guest teachers will include Robert Hay, 
Lee Morgan and Susan Stone. 

Marriage Isn’t for Cowards 
Sundays, April 3 - May 22, 9:45-10:30am, Sanctuary 

…Or the “fainthearted” but so worth our energy and 
efforts to make it a blessing! Join Rev. Joel as he leads 
us through the tough issues that develop in all 
marriages and walks us through how to handle them 
with grace and humor! 

Easter Fun and Food 
Sunday, March 27, 10:00am, Front Lawn 

Regular Sunday School classes pause this Sunday, as 
all adults and kids gather on Easter morning for 
snacks, fellowship and egg hunting! 

 

Adults, 1st Wednesday Studies 
4 Wednesdays, Jan 6, Feb 2, Mar 2, May 4, 6:30 – 7:15pm, 
Sanctuary 

Jan 6  - The Art of Daily Ritual: Keeping Sane in 
an Insane World, Rev. Jill Tolbert 
Feb 3 – Welcoming the Stranger, Rev. Sue 
Jacobson 
March 2 – The Jesus Trail; A Holy Land Walk, 
Rev. Andy Cooke 
May 4 – Rev. Anna McArthur 
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Adults, Mid-Week Studies 

Bible Times 
Mondays, beginning January 4, 8:00-9:00am, Room 1  

We read, study, and have lively discussions around 
the Bible and secondary sources.  Our focus is often 
historical, trusting scripture is better understood in its 
original context. Herb Meyer facilitating 

Pub Theology 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays beginning January 12, 7:00-8:30pm, Chops and 
Hops Restaurant downtown Watkinsville  

Rev. Joel will again lead this time of fellowship and 
discussion centering on the book, “Dynamics of Faith” 
by Tillich.  

Women’s Group - Lily Pads 
Thursdays, January 7 – April 28, 10:30am-12:00pm, Room 5  

This group will study, “Fight Back with Joy” by 
Feinberg.  We try to be fun and supportive while 
exploring the much deeper meanings found in the 
book about Christianity and a God who loves all of us.  
Christy Molnar facilitating, christymolnar@yahoo.com  

 

Adults, Fellowship & Fun Groups 

Annual OPC Women’s Retreat 
Friday – Sunday, Jan 29-31, 2016 
Calvin Center, Hampton, GA 

This annual retreat is the perfect opportunity for 
women of all ages to join together for a time of 
relaxation, fun, fellowship and spiritual renewal. Our 
theme for the week is “The HeART of Worship” with 
speaker Lisle Gwynn Garrity. Contact: Farol NeSmith, 
farolnesmith@gmail.com  

The Sewing & Stitching Group 
2nd & 4th Mondays beginning Jan. 11, 11:00am-12:00, Room 5 

Old and new friends sit together in fun and 
fellowship, and work on sewing, knitting, or stitching 
projects. Contact: Wanda Frayer, 
mswanda101@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Adults, Music Ministry Groups 

Chancel Choir 
Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30pm, Choir Room (2nd floor) 

The primary “choir” of this church is the congregation.  
We love to sing, in worship or beyond!  But we need 
some who are adventurous and willing to lead us, to 
teach us new songs, and to raise up beautiful 
harmonies.  This group prays for and supports one 
another, even as they lead the church in sung praise. 

Bell Choir 
Wednesdays, 5:45 – 6:30pm, Bell Room (2nd floor) 

Who would have thought ringing bells could be so 
much fun?  This lively group adds all their individual 
notes together to make a beautiful melody.  Come lift 
a bell, learn something new, laugh a lot, and enjoy 
making beautiful music to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:christymolnar@yahoo.com
mailto:farolnesmith@gmail.com
mailto:mswanda101@gmail.com
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We invite others.  We enter to worship and are built 
up.  Then, we leave to continue being church.  Jesus 
Sends Us Out to give our whole selves to God. 

Congregational Care 

Care Team Ministry 

Every member of the church is on a “Care Team” with 
about 12-15 other families and a leader.  Together, 
we celebrate the joys and share the burdens of each 
other.  Hopefully, no member is ever forgotten, lost, 
or left behind.  If you or a friend in the church could 
use need care, let us know.  Contact: Deborah Googe, 
dgooge@gmail.com  

Visitation Ministry 

Sometimes, people cannot get to church.  So church 
goes to them.  For those who are homebound, and 
unable to attend worship, volunteers read scripture, 
sing, study and pray with them.  Could you help? 
Contact: Sue Jacobson,  sue@opcusa.org  

College Student Ministry 

“Adopt” a college student by sending encouraging 
cards, notes and texts, and help pack a care package 
provided by the church during the semester. Contact 
Amy Neill, amyneill63@gmail.com  

Missions, Local 

ACTS (Area Churches Together Serving) 
Typically, 2nd Tuesday, every other month (January 12, March 8, 
May 10), 9:00am-1:00pm, ACTS facility in Bogart, GA 

We staff the food and clothing pantry, sort and 
assemble items for donation.  Could you donate food 
or clothing items into the ACTS bin in the center lobby 
of the church?  Contacts: Tom Claiborne at 
tc6and12@bellsouth.net or Phyllis Meyer at 
swampfil@aol.com  

Our Daily Bread 
Typically, 2nd Saturday, every other month (February 13, April 16), 
10:00am in the OPC Kitchen 

Our Daily Bread serves food and serves hundreds of 
people each day.  Could you gather items, or help 

make or distribute sack lunches one Saturday? 
Contact: Sharon Logan, snefflogan@gmail.com  

Mercy Health 
On-going volunteer opportunities 

A Christian resourced health center serving Athens, 
Watkinsville, Bogart, Winterville and surrounding 
areas. We are ministering to the underserved through 
physical needs, while seeking opportunities to speak 
to the spiritual needs of individuals. Could you assist 
in the medical clinic? Pray with a patient? Teach a 
cooking class? Contact: Kellie Fielding, 
kelliefielding@outlook.com  

Presbyterian Campus Ministry 
Weekly meal and worship, Sundays at 7:00pm, Presbyterian 
Student Center on Lumpkin Street 

This ministry provides students a rich community 
experience, and helps them mature in their faith and 
become effective leaders. Could you provide a Sunday 
evening meal for students or help with light repairs or 
clerical tasks? Contact: Kelly Barrow, 
kellybarrow@bellsouth.net  

Sparrow’s Nest 
Wednesdays, January – May, HUGS Campaign (providing winter 
essentials) Saturday morning breakfast  

Providing ministries to the homeless, working poor 
and unemployed people in our area. Volunteers are 
needed to provide after school snacks on 
Wednesdays, 2-4 times a month. We also assist with 
small repairs and painting as needed. Could you 
volunteer to help with any of these projects? Contact: 
Nancy Smith, smit7737@bellsouth.net   

EYP – Empowered Youth Program 
On-going volunteer opportunities 

These programs provide K-12 students with tutoring, 
guidance, and social skills, while offering a support for 
parents. Could you help with their exam lock-in in 
May or tutor a child on Saturday mornings? Contact: 
Deryl or Brad Bailey at baileym@clarke.k12.ga.us  

 

mailto:dgooge@gmail.com
mailto:sue@opcusa.org
mailto:amyneill63@gmail.com
mailto:tc6and12@bellsouth.net
mailto:swampfil@aol.com
mailto:snefflogan@gmail.com
mailto:kelliefielding@outlook.com
mailto:kellybarrow@bellsouth.net
mailto:smit7737@bellsouth.net
mailto:baileym@clarke.k12.ga.us


8 

Missions, National or Denominational 

Thornwell Home for Children 

We offer funds to support a “cabin” of youth who find 
themselves in need of a home.  Join us for a work day 
in March with opportunities for families to 
participate! There are opportunities for small groups 
to have a party for the children in the cabin we 
sponsor. Would your group be interested? Contact: 
Anita York, cardinal1282@att.net  

Northeast Georgia Presbytery 

Presbyterian congregations are connected to one 
another through our Presbytery, which organizes our 
ministry to each other and the greater community.  
OPC is hosting the February 27 meeting of this group. 
Could you help in welcoming our fellow Presbyterians 
to OPC? 

Columbia Theological Seminary Scholarships 

Through donations to a scholarship fund, and gifts of 
kindness and service, we help the next generation of 
Pastor and church leaders.   

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

When disaster strikes, home or abroad, Presbyterians 
assemble monies and resources to send, and we go 
ourselves to clean up or rebuild.  Could you give of 
your time or treasure to help victims of disaster? 

Missions, Global 

Easel School, Poipet, Cambodia 

We are the original supporter of this school for the 
neediest children on the border of Thailand and 
Cambodia. We help support four part-time teachers, a 
library, and assist with school fees for the children. 
Could you write letters to the children of Easel 
School? Make a donation to assist with their library or 
Sunday School program? Contact: Bob Spires, 
rwspires@valdosta.edu  

Summer Mission Trip 2016 
Appalachian Service Project, Jonesville, VA 

Join this growing team and assist with our 3rd mission 
trip to Virginia. Serving the neediest in our nation, we 
are looking for more willing volunteers to go. We also 
need volunteers to help with fund raising or sponsor a 
youth to attend this life changing week. Contact: Paul 
Skinner, paul.skinner@merial.com  

International Mission Trip  
Foundations for Peace, Dominican Republic, June 2016 

Have you ever wanted to be a part of an international 
mission team? Join Dan, Christy, and Danielle Molnar 
as they return to the Dominican Republic with 
Foundation for Peace. This non-profit organization 
believes the greatest transformations happen when 
we do God’s work together. The teams work hand-in-
hand with local people to build schools, medical 
clinics, water purification facilities, churches and 
more. A meeting for those interested will be 
scheduled to give more information. Contact: Dan or 
Christy Molnar, christymolnar@yahoo.com or 
danmolnar43@gmail.com  

 

Other Ministries 

The church is the body of Christ.  Underneath the 
more visible ministries are the muscle and bone that 
provide a healthy structure.  Remember these as well! 

Stewardship 

All we have belongs to God.  A disciple uses it wisely, 
as God would imagine.  The discipline of using our 
talents, time, and treasure for God is stewardship. 

Finance 

Managing the incomes, expenses, assets, and 
liabilities of the church body as a corporation. 

Facilities 

Insuring the function, beauty, maintenance, repair, 
and improvement of the buildings and the grounds. 

Administration 

Keeping things running by providing all the middle 
level items and skills needed to run the church. 

Personnel 

Supporting, training, reviewing, encouraging, and 
replacing staff positions. 

Strategic Planning 

Discerning God’s longer range intentions of for this 
community, and helping strategize and prioritize. 

mailto:cardinal1282@att.net
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