
'For Grace' shares the culinary journey of C-

TEC grad 

Anna Jeffries, Reporter 9:19 a.m. EST December 6, 2015 

 

Chef Curtis Duffy, who spent his formative years in Licking County, is featured in a 

documentary "For Grace" which focuses on the opening of his Chicago restaurant, as well as his 

childhood. The movie will be screened in Columbus on Dec. 14 and 15.(Photo: Kevin Pang and 

Mark Helenowski) 

Story Highlights 

 "For Grace" a documentary profiling C-TEC grad Curtis Duffy will be screened in 

Columbus Dec. 14 and 15. 

 The film has won numerous awards and has traveled around the world. 
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NEWARK – It started out as a short film about the opening of a new Chicago restaurant. 

Kevin Pang and Mark Helenowski began interviewing Chef Curtis Duffy in 2011 about the 

creation his restaurant, Grace. 
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But the documentary quickly turned into a project that many Licking County residents can 

connect with. 

The story of Duffy's culinary career, including his early education in Johnstown and the former 

Licking County Joint Vocational School, has attracted the attention of film festivals around the 

world. And in mid-December, it will celebrate its central Ohio premiere. 

"For Grace," will end its 2015 festival run with two screenings at the Easton AMC 30 theater at 

7:30 p.m. Dec. 14 and 12:30 p.m. Dec. 15. 

Pang said he's hoping Licking County residents will come check out the film. 

"It's about a chef who has become one of the best chefs in the world and he's from your 

backyard," he said. "It's a point of pride for people that Curtis Duffy grew up in Licking County 

and is now one of the most renowned chefs in the country." 

A native of Colorado, Duffy's family moved to Johnstown when he was 12 and he struggled to 

adjust. He was rapidly headed down the wrong path when he began learning to cook in home 

economics class at Adams Middle School 
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