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2016/2017 FACULTY SCHOLAR APPLICATION
How the World Works: Global Perspectives

ELIGIBILITY
All Phi Theta Kappa advisors and regional coordinators are eligible to apply, except those who served as Faculty Scholars in 2015.  

Note: Only advisors who intend to continue to serve as Phi Theta Kappa advisors throughout the full 2016-18 academic years  
may apply.

FACULTY SCHOLAR OBLIGATIONS
All advisors and coordinators selected as 2016/2017 Faculty Scholars must be able to attend the following events in their entirety.

•   The entire 2016 AND 2017 Faculty Scholar Conferences scheduled for January 27-31, 2016, and February 1-5, 2017

•   The entire 2016 AND 2017 International Honors Institutes scheduled for June 18-25, 2016, at Wake Forest University in North 
Carolina AND June 2017 (dates and location TBD). Official dates and place will be announced in Golden Key News Briefs.  

•   The entire Phase II of the Faculty Scholar Conferences the weekend prior to the 2016 and 2017 Honors Institutes.

Faculty Scholars will serve during the duration of the 2016/2017 Honors Study Topic: How the World Works: Global Perspectives. 
Phi Theta Kappa reserves the right to evaluate performance of Faculty Scholars, and may fill any vacancies arising during the  
two-year term by appointment.

FACULTY SCHOLAR DUTIES AND BENEFITS:
•   Work closely with leading scholars as they analyze and discuss issues pertaining to the Honors Study Topic, How the World 

Works: Global Perspectives
•   Work with experienced seminar leaders to enhance and practice skills as a small-group dialogue leader and facilitator

•    Gather ideas, study questions, and bibliography for an honors course or seminar  

•   Be challenged and inspired by the questions and comments from conscientious colleagues and, at the International Honors 
Institute, honors students with varied backgrounds

•   Develop ideas for chapter and regional programs to implement the Honors Study Topic with Honors in Action projects and 
activities that emphasize and integrate academic investigation and analysis, leadership development, collaboration, action and 
reflection

•   Faculty Scholars are expected to work with Phi Theta Kappa constituents in a manner which is respectful of others and worthy of 
respect from others. Phi Theta Kappa is committed to creating an inclusive environment where all people are appreciated and 
have opportunities to learn and grow. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
The following scholarships are determined by the Faculty Scholar Selection Committee from among those advisors selected  
to serve.

Parnell Scholar

The Parnell Scholarship is awarded to the Faculty Scholar whose application is deemed by the Faculty Scholar Selection  
Committee most outstanding and who has never before participated in NerdNation or Honors Institute. The Parnell Scholar 
receives a scholarship that includes registration, airfare, and hotel for NerdNation in the year she/he is selected.

Mayfield Scholar

The Mayfield Scholarship is awarded to the Faculty Scholar whose application is deemed most outstanding by the Faculty Scholar 
Selection Committee and who has not been certified as a Phi Theta Kappa Leadership Development Program instructor. The 
Mayfield Scholar receives a scholarship which includes registration, materials, lodging, and food on site for one of the certification 
sessions scheduled for 2016 or 2017.
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EXPENSES PAID

2016 and 2017 Faculty Scholar Conferences 

Phi Theta Kappa will pay Faculty Scholars’ registration, air travel and baggage fee for one piece of luggage, lodging, and meals 
while at the Faculty Scholar Conference.

During the Faculty Scholar Conferences, transportation from the airport to the hotel will be provided. Faculty Scholars will be 
responsible for transportation expenses to/from local airports, airport parking, tolls, and any additional meals and expenses.

2016 and 2017 Faculty Scholar Conferences, Part II and 2016 and 2017 Honors Institutes

Registration, lodging, meals, airfare, and the fee for one piece of luggage will be paid by Phi Theta Kappa for Part II of the Faculty 
Scholar Conferences and the 2016 and 2017 Honors Institutes. 

For the Faculty Scholar Conferences, Part II and Honors Institutes, Faculty Scholars will be responsible for ground transportation to/
from the airport to the college where the Institute will take place, transportation to/from local airports, airport parking, tolls, and 
any meals and expenses off campus that are not part of the Faculty Scholar Conferences or Honors Institutes program.

Note:  Phi Theta Kappa cannot accommodate family members of Faculty Scholars at the Faculty Scholar Conferences or at the 
Honors Institutes. Phi Theta Kappa is also unable to assist in making arrangements for family members who choose to stay in the 
vicinity of the Faculty Scholar Conferences or the Honors Institutes.

SELECTION CRITERIA

Selection of Faculty Scholars will be based primarily on the quality of the application.  Experience with facilitating small-group 
discussions is important. Geographic location and field of study will also be considered to ensure an inclusive class of Faculty 
Scholars.

New advisors and advisors who have not previously participated in honors programming opportunities are encouraged to apply. 
Phi Theta Kappa welcomes applications from advisors representing the multicultural, multiethnic and multidisciplinary intellectual 
community that characterizes the community college arena. 

Please return the completed application to Headquarters by Friday, September 30, 2015 for consideration. Phi Theta Kappa 
reserves the right to extend the application deadline if necessary. 

Applicants will be notified of their selection status in October 2015. If you have questions concerning the application, please 
contact Susan Edwards at susan.edwards@ptk.org or 800.946.9995, ext. 3541.
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name of Applicant:         Ms.         Mrs.         Mr.         Dr. 

College Name: 

Chapter Name:  

College Address:  

College Telephone:   

Alternate Telephone:   

College Email Address:   

Alternate Email Address:   

College Public Relations/Media Contact:   
 

INSTRUCTOR/ADVISOR EXPERIENCE 

Academic Field:  

Have you taught or team-taught an honors course or seminar using the Phi Theta Kappa Honors Study Topic and/or a Leadership 
Development course with Phi Theta Kappa’s textbook, Leadership Development Studies: A Humanities Approach? 

       Yes          No    

If yes, please attach the syllabus(i).

How many Phi Theta Kappa International Honors Institutes have you attended?   

How many Phi Theta Kappa NerdNation/Annual Conventions have you attended?   

Do you currently plan to attend NerdNation 2016 in Washington D.C., April 7-9?           Yes          No    

How long have you served as a Phi Theta Kappa advisor? 

Do you currently plan to serve as a chapter advisor through the 2017-18 academic year?           Yes          No    
 

City State

Home Cell

Name E-mail

Zipcode

Years Months
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ESSAY RESPONSES

Please use separate pages for your essay and for your answers to application questions II, III, IV, and V.

I.   Please write a short essay of 750 to 1,000 words on one of the following questions related to the 2016/2017 Phi Theta Kappa 
Honors Study Topic, How the World Works: Global Perspectives. Please be sure to support your ideas with research and 
include citations with your essay. Citations do not count in your 750-1,000 word count. 

    1.   To what degree are our 21st-century innovations truly transformative or recycled old ideas with new flavors that make them 
more palatable to our modern sensibilities?

    2.   How can the same event be perceived differently by different people or even differently by the same person when retold over 
time?

    3.  Given that humanity has been in a state of warfare for 92% of its history, is lasting peace possible?

    4.   To what extent is it acceptable to use science and engineering to recreate or reproduce what nature already provides for us? 
At what point does science and engineering go too far?

    5.  What societal factors fuel our classifications of the beautiful or the vulgar?

    6.   Is Star Trek’s Spock correct when he says, “the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few,” and to what extent does 
one’s geographic position in the world affect the answer to this question?

    7.  To what extent would the world work differently if there were a universal understanding of rights and responsibilities?

    8.  In what ways has the creation of myths about the ways the world works reflected and shaped reality?

II.   Describe in detail an example of a Phi Theta Kappa Honors in Action project in which your chapter has participated or plans to 
participate on your college campus or in your community. Be sure to include elements of academic investigation, leadership 
roles, leadership development, collaboration, action and reflection.  

III.  Why do you want to serve as a Faculty Scholar?

IV.   Describe the methods of facilitation that you will employ to lead and facilitate successful small group dialogues at the Honors 
Institute.

V.  Please attach a copy of your professional vita with your application.

Send your completed application as one document (including application questions  
and vita) to honors.programs@ptk.org. You will receive an email confirmation of our  

receipt of your application. Please do NOT send extra documents. 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT HEADQUARTERS BY 
5:00 PM CENTRAL TIME ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2015.

ptk.org
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