
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Legislative Priorities 
 

1. REDUCE BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES 
Whether businesses own or lease property, they and their customers still absorb the high cost of 
Minnesota property taxes. Tax burdens on some properties are more than 90% higher than the 
national average and more than 200% higher than in neighboring states. Businesses pay a 
disproportionate share of the property tax, representing 12% of the market value but paying 32% 
of the total property tax. With a $1.5 billion projected surplus in the state budget, we support 
reducing this fixed cost of doing business and also eliminating its annual inflator. 

 

2. TAKE ACTION ON TRANSPORTATION 
Because our transportation infrastructure is vital to the success of business and tourism, we 
support passage of a 10-year, comprehensive funding package without raising taxes on gasoline. 
The state should prioritize transportation by allocating General Fund revenues, especially those 
generated from the statewide sales tax on auto parts and rental cars.  Policymakers should ensure 
that the state’s transit needs in both the metro area and Greater Minnesota are addressed. 

 

3. ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN WAGE & BENEFIT MANDATES 
We support legislation that prevents counties, cities, and townships from enacting local minimum 
wage or benefit mandates. This includes actions such as the 21-day notification of employee 
schedule changes and mandatory paid sick leave requirements that Minneapolis is currently 
considering. If enacted, these mandates would create a confusing and uneven playing field for 
businesses while impeding job growth. We also oppose the minimum wage inflation index—with 
automatic wage increases each year—which is set to begin in 2018. 

 

4. PREVENT UNFAIR LAWSUITS FOR DISABILITY ACCESS 
In response to extortion-motivated threats and lawsuits all over Minnesota (but not yet in the 
Lakes Area), we seek to make reasonable changes to the Minnesota Human Rights Act. Before a 
plaintiff can sue a business for a disability access violation, the plaintiff must be required to notify 
the business of alleged violations and allow up to a year to address those that cannot be 
reasonably fixed in 90 days. A plaintiff may only sue if the business fails to remedy the violation.  

 

5. SECURE SUPPORT FOR MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL EXPANSION 
We support efforts to secure $4.2 million in state bonding funds to expand mountain bike trails in 
the Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area. This investment will create opportunities for economic 
and workforce development while also ensuring continued tourism growth with a greatly 
increased likelihood of overnight stays. Strong regional support, volunteerism and local donations 
make this a fiscally responsible state bonding project.  

 
These priorities were reviewed by the Chamber’s Government Affairs Committee and adopted by its 

Board of Directors in January 2016. Developed in partnership with the Minnesota Chamber,  
the first four priorities are shared by more than 30 Chambers across the state. 
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