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Community Issue 
Identified in Needs 

Assessment

Action Uniqueness Create Historic Districts
Addition of historic districts to the National Register of Historic Places or as a 
Local Historic District.  Establishes that these places have historic value and 
qualifies renovation projects for state and federal tax credits.

Character 
Education 
Demolition

Advocacy Places in Peril Proactive Advocacy.  Priorities include: Advocacy

Advocacy Diversity 
Uniqueness Fayetteville Street Partner with NCCU on projects supporting the long-term revitalization of this 

historic corridor

Character 
Affordability 

Diversity

Advocacy Uniqueness Central Park District Work with property owners and developers to identify architectural context for 
appropriate infill development.

Character 
Demolition

Advocacy Diversity 
Uniqueness Golden Belt Advocate for completion of local historic district.  Work with Durham Rescue 

Mission to relocate seven historic houses in the path of campus expansion.

Character 
Affordability 

Diversity

Advocacy Sustainability Duke Belt Line Continue to work with local steering committee on the potential  for the City 
to acquire this land and repurpose as a greenway circling downtown Durham.

Sustainability 
Pedestrian 

infrastructure

Advocacy Sustainability 
Uniqueness Historic Streetscape

Street Tree Canopy Disappearance - Life Cycle Cost Study  
The historic street tree canopy in Durham's older neighborhoods is under 
assault from Duke Power trimmings and age of species.  The City of Durham 
a) does not have money to replace all trees being lost and b) is replacing oak 
trees with smaller species that won't rise to the height of power lines, but 
which also won't provide the same canopy shading as existing.   

Identify scope and funding for a study to investigate costs and environmental 
factors associated with loss of canopy, replacing tree canopy, and under-
grounding power lines. 

Granite Curbs - Life Cycle Cost Study 
The removal of granite street curbs for street repaving continues to be a 
concern for local residents, and we (and the City Council) field many phone 
calls when these projects arise.  Public Works sole model is to remove these 
curbs and replace them with new concrete, which is: 
▪ Not as aesthetically pleasing 
▪ Does not have the life span and re-use capability of granite 
 
Life Cycle cost analysis and sustainability evaluation is needed to have 
ammunition with which to change City policy.

Character 
Sustainability

Advocacy Uniqueness Historic Cemeteries Help "Friends" group get off the ground to raise money for repairs and 
improvements. Character

Advocacy Inclusiveness Preservation Voters
This survey addresses local preservation issues and challenges, with the 
intent to gauge candidate knowledge of and opinions on preservation issues, 
as well as to provide information for voters.

Education 
Communication 

Advocacy

Advocacy Diversity 
Inclusiveness Leadership Lecture

Fall 2015 Lecture by Sarah Mayorga-Gallo, author of Behind The White Picket 
Fence, on how different populations view, experience and prioritize spaces in 
different ways.

Affordability 
Gentrification 

Diversity 
Character 

Communication

Education Uniqueness 
Sustainability Renovators Network

6 annual programs (2-3 hours each) on topic relatied to home restoration.  
Topics include plaster repair, wood window maintenance, and general 
renovation planning.

Affordability 
Character 

Gentrification 
Education

Advocacy Uniqueness Plaques

Established 2001 to encourage the preservation of Durham’s historic 
resources and to educate the public about the community’s heritage. The 
plaques list the historic name of the home and its date of construction; 
commercial and institutional plaques include more information about the 
history of the site.   To date there are over 125 plaques placed on properties 
throughout Durham.

Character 
Education

Education Uniqueness  
Inclusiveness Walking Tours

Preservation Durham presents free walking tours on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Saturday of each month, April through November. Tour topics Durham's 
Tobacco Heritage, Civil Rights Legacy Tour, and Architecture and the Urban 
Landscape.  Custom tours are available for a small fee.

Character 
Education

Education Uniqueness  
Inclusiveness Home Tour Annual tour that offers the public a glimpse into a different historic 

neighborhood or thematic group of historic properties.
Character 
Education



1390 hours/year


