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Greetings from the Planning Team for the 127th ECW Annual Gathering!
The diocesan Episcopal Church Women are pleased to invite you to this year’s Annual Gathering, which will be held at beautiful Grace Memorial Episcopal Church in Hammond, La., May 2-3, 2014. The lovely grounds of the church should be in full spring bloom for our enjoyment during the Annual Gathering. 
We are fortunate to have such a lovely locale and a talendted roster of exceptional speakers for both Friday and Saturday’s program. No strangers to our diocese, we welcome the Rev’d Canon Missioner Mark Stevenson as our keynoter on Saturday morning and Lay Missioner Slater Armstrong on Friday evening. They will bring us informational and inspirational messages focusing on our theme, “Share the Vision – Shape the Mission,” with emphasis on our Christian vision for mission both at home and abroad. 
 Friday’s registration will begin at 4 p.m. Slater Armstrong will offer his multi-media presentation on the church’s ministry in Sudan. An accomplished musician, Slater will bless us with his music too. Evening Prayers will be led by Grace’s rector the Rev’d Paul Bailey.    A gala reception will follow at the nearby home of a long-standing and devoted Grace Memorial parishioner, Mrs. Maude Sharp. Music will enhance the evening’s hospitality as well. Overnight guests may take advantage of special event rates at the modern Hammond Holiday Inn just a short distance away at one of Hammond’s new shopping areas off I-12.
     Saturday’s registration and continental breakfast will begin at 8:15 a.m. at Grace Memorial’s parish hall. Canon Stevenson’s keynote address about his new ministry as Canon Missioner for Domestic Poverty for the Episcopal Church will take place during the morning plenary. A full schedule is included in this mailing. We are blessed to have Bishop Morris Thompson and our new Canon to the Ordinary Shannon Manning in attendance. They will bring us news about our diocese and join us to celebrate the Festival Eucharist. The Honored Woman Program and small group workshops will round out Saturday’s program.
Friday evening and Saturday will offer enriching worship, fellowship, learning, good food, fun, renewing of old friendships and the making of new ones.  Do join us! 
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