
 

Dear Teachers and School Leaders, 

As we have discussed with you over the last year, we have been pressing 
hard at the state and federal levels for changes in law to give us fewer and 
shorter mandated tests. I am happy to report below that we have made 
significant progress on this front and are continuing our efforts.  

  
In addition, as discussed below, we will be reducing our district testing next 
year and ensuring the assessments are deeply embedded in our curriculum 
to provide you with information that is directly helpful to your teaching. 
  
We know that assessment data, when used well, is an integral part of high-
quality instruction. But we must ensure that we unleash the positive power of 
assessments without overburdening students and teachers. 
  
Statewide testing changes 
  
We worked closely in dozens of meetings with our state lawmakers and Gov. 
Hickenlooper to ensure they heard your concerns about too much testing as 
they debated the issue of assessments during the recently concluded 2015 
General Assembly. We are pleased the legislature agreed to a series of 
testing reductions.  
  
Changes for the coming school year include: 
 
  

• High school testing - In the biggest change, students in grades 11 and 
12 will no longer take the CMAS. In addition, the 10th-grade CMAS 
exams will be replaced with a significantly shorter college and 
workforce readiness test, expected to be ACT Aspire. CMAS/PARCC will 
continue in language arts and math for grades 3-9. The ACT test will 
continue for high school juniors. 

• Social studies and science - Science will continue to be administered 
once in elementary school, middle school and high school, with the 
state selecting the specific grades. One restriction - the exam cannot 
be given in grade 12. Instead of being given in every school every 



year, social studies will be given only in selected schools, with the goal 
of having the test given in an individual school every three years. 

• Grades K-3 - READ Act testing requirements have been reduced by at 
least half in grades 1-3 while kindergarten testing requirements have 
been reduced by two-thirds. 

 
  
More information about state changes is available in this summary and this 
chart. 
  
PARCC 
  
We continue to advocate strongly with PARCC to shorten the PARCC tests 
and go to a single testing administration, instead of this year's two. While we 
are one of many voices on PARCC, we will continue our advocacy with PARCC 
and at the federal level. Earlier this year, I had the opportunity to testify 
before Congress on why I believe shorter tests are better for our kids, and 
we are continuing these discussions as Congress considers long-overdue 
modifications to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (also known as 
No Child Left Behind). 
  
District Assessments 
  
We have also heard your concerns that our district assessments have not 
been tightly coupled with our curriculum to be as useful as they need to be. 
In addition, you have raised important questions as to whether district 
assessments for our earliest learners were providing meaningful data. 
  
We will see the following changes next year in district assessments as part of 
our soon-to-be-released academic strategic plan. We also want to make clear 
that data from these assessments is NOT for accountability purposes. It is to 
help you with your teaching.   
 
  

• Interim assessments next year will be administered only in grades 3-8 
for both English language arts and math. 

• These assessments will be very closely tied to the curriculum to give 
you helpful information as to the level of mastery by your students of 
the standards covered and the need for review/reteaching of certain 
standards. 

• Schools will have additional flexibility on assessment windows in order 
to ensure alignment between the assessments and curricular pacing at 
the school.   

• For high school end-of-year course finals, teachers will have two 
options to choose from - administer district-created end-of-course 
assessments or administer a small-scale, performance-based 
assessment aligned to student learning objectives combined with a 
teacher-developed final exam. 



• End-of-year interims in grades 3-8 will be replaced with performance-
based tasks embedded in the curriculum.   

 
  
We continue to finalize details on these district changes for 2015-16 and we 
will make more information, including a Frequently Asked Questions 
document, available soon. As always, we appreciate your feedback as we 
work together to achieve our vision of Every Child Succeeds. 
    
Best, 
Tom        
	  


