
Denver Public Schools 
900 Grant Street 

Denver, CO 80203 

Thomas Jefferson High School 
3950 So. Holly Street 

Denver, CO 80237 
720-423-7000 voice 
720-423-7047    fax 

http://www.tjjournal.org 
 

 
 
February 4, 2015 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian of a TJ AP Student, 
 
 Congratulations. Your Thomas Jefferson student has enrolled in an Advanced Placement course. Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses are designed to mimic a college course of the same topic, in a high school setting. Students 
who successfully complete an AP course and earn a passing grade (a 3, 4 or 5) on the AP test in May, 2016 can earn 
college credit for this course at the college they choose to attend. We are very excited that your student has chosen 
to participate in a rigorous course that will do an excellent job of not only preparing them for college but may also 
reduce the cost of college. 
 
 Thomas Jefferson is committed to making AP course work available to all of our students. To support your 
student’s participation in AP course work, Thomas Jefferson has purchased all the necessary textbooks for the 15 
AP classes we currently offer so that students and parents do not have to cover this cost. Also, we have worked to 
secure grants to help offset the cost of AP testing. Currently, AP tests cost students $92 per exam. We have qualified 
for the SEI grant which will cover the following price deductions based on how your student did in the first semester 
of the 2015-2016 school year. The following deductions listed on the table will be applied to your students test fees, 
we hope these incentives helps continue to motivate your students to be successful in these classes. 

 
There is one other way in which a student can get help with regards to the cost of testing. If a 
student qualifies for Free or Reduced Lunch, TJ has applied for the ESCAPE grant on behalf 
of your student. The ESCAPE grant will cover approximately $79 of the $92 (estimated 
amount of reduction) for each test the student takes however this grant is not automatic. To 
qualify, students need to have been approved for free or reduced lunch and complete an 
information release form and return it to Ms. Thibodeau or Mr. Christoff. Both documents 

can be picked up in Ms. Thibodeau’s office or Mr. Christoff’s office. The deadline to pay for AP tests will be March 
18th, 2016. We will only order the amount of tests for each content area based on the number of students that have 
paid. If you do not pay for the exam, one will not be ordered for you.  
 
 Finally, many students in AP courses have the support of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or a 504 
education plan. If your student has one of these supports it may be possible to qualify for extended time on the AP 
test. If this is something you and your student are interested in pursuing, please contact Ms. Thibodeau at 720-423-
7149 as soon as possible. It can take several weeks to apply for and be granted extended time. It is not too early to 
start the process! 
  
 We very much look forward to supporting your students as they pursue the highest level of academic rigor 
at Thomas Jefferson High School. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mike Christoff        Julie Thibodeau 
Assistant Principal        Site Assessment Leader 
Thomas Jefferson High School      Thomas Jefferson High School 
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