
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transforming Community 
by Rev. Jane Anderson 
 
 
Many of us in the local church will celebrate Transfiguration 
Sunday this week. The Transfiguration story is one of my favorite 
stories told in scripture. It speaks of mystery and mayhem, 
confusion and conviction, fear and faith.  
 
When I read this story I imagine Jesus casually inviting a few of 
his friends to join him for an outing—a day hike away from the 
responsibilities of ministry. I imagine that Peter, James and John believed that Jesus 
was taking them to a place where they could enjoy some much needed rest, time away 
from the crowds of people to whom Jesus and his followers had been ministering—
feeding, teaching, healing, prophesying. I imagine they might have been looking forward 
to this outing, believing that such time would bring renewal. Yet, what Jesus’ friends 
believed would be an ordinary outing turned into an extraordinary experience, one that 
changed how they saw their friend Jesus and one that transformed their lives forever. In 
that mountain top experience they glimpse the glory of God in their friend Jesus. 
  
The journey of discipleship transforms us. Following in Jesus’ footsteps has the power 
to change all our beliefs about the world, our lives and our relationships—with our 
family, our friends, our church family, and our community. When we venture out into the 
world with Jesus leading the way, the ordinary becomes extraordinary. What we believe 
to be a typical day may be turned into something extraordinary as we glimpse the 
mysterious and glorious, especially in the faces of one another and of our world. 
 
I am mindful that often we see in one another—in our churches and in our world—all 
that isn’t God-like, rather than focusing on what is most divine. We choose to dwell on 
brokenness rather than turning our attentions, energy and resources toward healing. 
We get stuck in patterns that perpetuate dysfunction and hurt rather than establishing 
new pathways that lead toward wholeness. We get stuck in maintaining the same ways 
of relating rather than reaching out for new ways of being and being open to seeing 
what God may have to reveal to us. This is true in the life of the church as it is in our 
personal and professional lives, for we realize that it is not always easy to live in 
community. 



 
In my role as Associate Conference Minister, I have heard from a number of you that 
you struggle with conflict in your local churches and are having a difficult time finding a 
way to move forward. I have heard that many of you don’t have the resources to bring in 
a consultant. I have heard that you are struggling to find a way toward   wholeness after 
having made a variety of attempts at healing and failed. Please know that I, Rob 
MacDougall, Joanne Thomson, and Franz Rigert and conference staff are listening and 
are here to help. But we can’t do it alone. So, in the coming months we will be 
forming and training Conflict Resolution Teams to be able to assist our local 
churches in times of conflict. I am grateful for all who have agreed to serve in this 
ministry. It will take some time to realize this goal, so be patient with us. Please continue 
to reach out and know we as your conference staff will help as best we are able.  
 
I am mindful of a new Carrie Newcomer song If Not Now. Her lyrics resonate in my 
heart as I call to mind those communities that struggle. 
 

It will take a change of heart 
    for this to mend 
It will take a change of heart 
    for this to mend 
But miracles do happen 
    every shining now and then 
If not now, tell me when? 

 
Now is the time for us to Be the Church, the community of God’s beloved, not just in 
name only, but in body made whole by the shining light of God’s love and grace. 
Miracles do happen every shining now and then. 


