
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the Moral Dilemmas of Money in Politics? 
by Ruth Ann Berkholtz 
 
 
A national grassroots movement is calling for a Constitutional Amendment that would 
clarify what its authors really meant: The rights protected by the constitution are those of 
natural persons only and money is not free speech. Therefore, political contributions 
and expenditures can be limited and public disclosure required. Nationwide, 16 state 
legislatures have called for such an amendment (see www.movetoamend.org ). And 
here in Wisconsin, 60 communities have passed similar resolutions since 2011 (see 
www.wiuta.org). Eight more Wisconsin communities will have resolutions on either the 
spring or fall 2016 ballots. 
 
But what about the moral imperatives that are being violated by large multinational 
corporations, as they exercise these so-called rights, assigned to them by the courts 
that have been purchased by the wealthy? 
 
The Auburn Seminary in New York asked ten theologians from Judaism, Catholicism, 
Evangelical and Mainline Protestantism to write about money in politics. The document 
is called Lo$ing Faith In Our Democracy. All of the contributing theologians agreed on 
the following principles: 
 

1) Pay attention to the poor: A Catholic theologian asserted that a fundamental 
Catholic principle is that the poor should not only be served, but. . .their voices 
heard. The current equation of political speech with money virtually ensures that 
this principle will be violated. 

2) Justice includes fair outcomes, not just fair practice, says an Evangelical 
Protestant theologian. Quoting the Old Testament, he highlighted the persistent 
theme of distributive justice, which means fair access to productive capital for all. 
He challenged: Do unlimited political contributions tend to promote economic 
justice for everyone?...or, largely promote the self-interest of a small, powerful 
minority? 

3) Finally, bribery is wrong: A Jewish scholar quotes Isaiah 33:15: Do not take 
bribes, for bribes blind the clear-sighted and disrupt the pleas of those who are in 
the right. When elected politicians spend at least 40% of their time fundraising for 
their next run, they will certainly be influenced by their biggest contributors. 

http://www.movetoamend.org/
http://www.wiuta.org/
http://www.auburnseminary.org/mip


  
Auburn theologians go on to say that: With $6B running through our last election cycles 
and many more spent on lobbying, it is time for people of faith and moral commitment to 
get more involved in reforming the role of money in American politics. To read this 
erudite and provocative white paper in its entirety, go to www.auburnseminary.org and 
click on Issues & Action and drop down to "money in politics." 
  
How can you get involved? Some faith-based organizations have passed resolutions in 
support of the "We The People" amendment language, noted above. They include many 
Unitarian Universalists congregations, as well as the national UCC Network for 
Environmental and Economic Responsibility! At Orchard Ridge UCC I hope we will soon 
be considering such a resolution. If you would like more information about how to take 
action, please contact me. 
 
 
 
Ruth Ann Berkholtz 
Orchard Ridge UCC-Madison, WI 
(available to provide information/presentations) 
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