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At a family table one holiday, my young niece volunteered to pray before we started the meal. 

Before she began, her father was quick to ask, “Is it appropriate?”  She affirmed yes. Given the 

go-ahead, she closed her eyes, and offered a heartfelt prayer:   

 

“Thank you. . . Thank you . . . Thank you!”   

 

I know I am not alone as I offer a HUGE prayer of thanks for the recent gathering of my wider 

church family at the national conference, Stepping into Stewardship. Yes…. Thank you…thank 

you….thank you! I want to extend special thanks to the Wisconsin Conference for financially 

sponsoring the focus group from our state to attend this helpful, thoughtful, and timely event.  

 

Before this gathering, I really hadn’t met many colleagues inspired by the prospect of leading 

stewardship ministries. Too often stewardship in the church is viewed through a negative lens:  

as burden, as the result of financial crisis, or as a taboo subject to be avoided as much as 

possible. I have a hunch that many of us have a sense of dread or anxiety when it comes to 

dealing with money matters in church life. How many church leaders have deep doubts about the 

traditional approaches most congregations adopt as we take on this tremendous ministry task? 

Have you ever questioned if your church is bringing the best practices and perspectives available 

for addressing our financial realities?  

 

Thankfully, there is sound guidance and proven practices that can inform and enlighten us as we 

seek to be faithful in our stewardship. You and/or your faith community need not struggle alone. 

As partners in ministry together, let us offer learnings and resources to one another as we all seek 

to grow in this crucial activity of raising—not just funds—but raising people. People who are 

equipped with every possible means to make a difference for God in the world. To make a 

difference that significantly changes lives with divine blessing and goodness.  

 

What are your questions? Comments? Concerns? Want to have (or host) a conversation on the 

topic of stewardship nearer to home? Please and help us ALL to explore the future possibilities 

for continuing this crucial dialogue in our own Wisconsin Conference. I can be reached at 

annutke@sbcglobal.net. 

        

With Peace and Prayer, 

 

Ann Utke  
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