
Attention registered re-enactor participants. 

Thank you for registering for “Passing of the Armies” at Hartwood Acres June 

26, 27, 28, 2015. 

We have worked hard to bring a quality Civil War event to Western 

Pennsylvania and your participation is greatly appreciated. Please read the following 

information which will help you prepare for what is to come.  

Camps open and close 

Registration opens Friday June 26 at 12:00 pm. You will be able to drive into 

camp and unload on Friday and for a short time on Saturday morning. All vehicles 

must be out of camp by 8:30 am on Saturday, no exceptions. Access by car to camp to 

unload will begin after the close of the event on Sunday which is scheduled at 3:15. 

Directions and registration information; 

The site is located in Hartwood Acres Park near the performance stage. The only 

entrance is from Middle Road, do not go onto Saxonburg Road or follow any signs to the 

Mansion, you will get lost. The easiest route is to follow Rt. 8 either south from the Pa 

Turnpike or north from Pittsburgh. Look for the traffic light at Harts Run Road, turn 

there and follow about 1 mile to the stop sign which is Middle Road. Turn left on 

Middle Road for a half mile, the park is on your right. We will have signs posted at the 

entrance. If you have GPS use this address to find the registration tent;  

4092 – 4094 Middle Road 

Glenshaw PA  15101 

Before entering the site to set up you must go to registration to check in. Follow 

signs on Middle Road to registration area. Once checked in you will receive 

information where to unload, set up and park, as well as the schedule of events. If you 

have not preregistered, you can do so as a walk-on at the registration area. Check the 

website for the list of registered participants, it will be updated as we move closer to 

the event. 

There will be water, port-o-lets, firewood but no straw. Fires are permitted in 

designated areas only, due to dry conditions no fires are permitted in woods. We plan 

to have a few food vendors on site and there will be several sutler tents with quality 

supplies.   

Command structure 

Overall military commander is Mike Kiss, Captain 9th Pa. Reserves. Confederate 

commander is Captain Chris Jones 2nd Virginia. U.S. Artillery will be represented by 



the 19th Ohio Battery Captain Bill Smith and C. S. Captain Sam Vaughn “Carpenter’s 

Battery”.  

Civilians 

Civilian Camp US will be run by the 9th Pa Reserves. There is ample room for 

tents and scenarios that interpret civilian life of the 1860’s to our visitors. Civilians 

can check in at the military camp for directions where to camp. 

There will be a non-denominational period church service on Sunday morning, 

all are welcome to attend.  

Camps 

The Union camp will be along and into the wood line of the park. Camp will be 

laid out by the military commander - who goes where will be their decision. 

Smaller dog tents can go in the woods, “A” tents and Wall tents will go in the 

cleared space in front of the woods. 

Fire pits will be laid out in the cleared space, there will be no fires in the woods 

as the ground is dry and potentially flammable.  

Bugs and stuff 

Be on the lookout for ticks, mosquitoes, poison ivy and other pests that are 

found in nature.  Take care to keep hydrated and have proper protection from the sun 

as the event days are the longest of the year.  

Schedule of events 

 Please check our website for the latest updates; www.soldiersandsailorshall.org  

Scope of the event/background information 

Soldiers and Sailors Memorial and Museum Trust along with Allegheny County 

will host the community event which will focus on re enactments of Civil War tactics 

and battles using land at Hartwood (Acers), Park, County of Allegheny Department of 

Parks, in Hampton Twp. Peripherals wrapped into the event will expand the theme, i.e. 

live music, vendors, and demonstrations. 

“The Passing of the Armies”, will commemorate the 150th anniversary of the end 

of the Civil War marking the return of soldiers back home to begin the process of 

national healing. The event will bring awareness to Western Pennsylvania’s 

participation in the war, the end of the conflict and the close of the 150th anniversary 

commemoration cycle.  

*The theme of the event, “The Passing of the Armies, is taken from the title of a 

memoir by Maj. Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain who commanded the 5th Army Corps and 

http://www.soldiersandsailorshall.org/


whose old division was chosen to represent the Union Army at the formal surrender 

ceremony held at Appomattox, Virginia on April 12, 1865. Chamberlain was known 

not only for his aptitude as a commander but for his literary prose. The following is his 

moving account of looking into the faces Confederate soldiers who had halted in front 

of his men, then turned to face them for the surrender.  

 “Before us in proud humiliation stood the embodiment of manhood: men who 

neither toils and sufferings, nor the fact of death, nor disaster, nor hopelessness could 

bend from their resolve; standing before us now, thin, worn, and famished, but erect, 

and with eyes looking level into ours, waking memories that bound us together as no 

other bond; - was not such manhood to be welcomed back into a union so tested and 

assured?”  

 Authentic camps will be open for public to see how soldiers lived in the 

field while moving from battlefield to battlefield 

 Several times during the day Confederate and Union re enactors will 

demonstrate military drill from the period, showing the basics of tactical 

movements which were used in battle from 1861 to 1865. 

 Each day will feature a scheduled battle re enactment, employing the 

tactics demonstrated in drill performances.  

 Artillery demonstrations daily. 

 Re enactors portraying civilian life of the Civil War era will participate in 

camp life and other scenarios. 

 Sunday’s event will close with a re-enactment of the surrender of Lee’s 

Army at Appomattox including an appropriate ceremony commemorating 

the 150th anniversary of the return home of the Union army.  TBD 

Vendors 

 Period sutlers selling reproduction and original Civil War necessities.  

 Food vendors 

 Craft vendors 

Music 

 Civil War music performed by The Wildcat Regiment Band and David 

Kincaid will take place on stage Saturday 3:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Both are 

exceptional acts, the Wildcat Regiment Band plays period music on 

original brass instruments. David Kincaid is a nationally known 

recording artist who will perform the music of the Irish American soldier 

in the Civil War.  

Nearby hotels restaurants etc. 



Hampton Township has a variety of places to stay overnight.  They include: 

 

 Quality Inn & Suites, 5137 William Flynn Highway, Gibsonia, PA  15044 (724) 

444-8700 

 Days Inn Butler Conference Center, 139 Pittsburgh, Road, Route 8, Butler, PA  

16001 (724)287-6761 

 Route 8 Lodge, 5055 William Flynn Highway, Gibsonia, PA  15044 (724) 443-

5912 

Restaurants: 

 Hartwood Restaurant & Whispers Pub, 3400 Harts Run Road, Glenshaw, PA  

15116  (412) 767-3500 

 Greek Stop, 3392 Saxonburg Blvd, Glenshaw, PA  15116 (412) 767-4002 

 Andora Restaurant, 599 Dorseyville Road, Indiana Township, PA  15238 (412) 

967-10=900 

 

 

 


