
	  

	  

The Glory of Goya 
 

 
 

	  	  
 
 



	  

	  

“Truly great artists have a wide emotional range. It’s one of their 
defining characteristics. Among the lesser talents it matters not if they 
do only tragedy or only comedy; or only landscapes and only flowers. 
But among the Picassos, the Michaelangelos, the Rembrandts it 
matters a lot.  To gather the admirers they have – over the ages, across 
the nations – they need to impress on many fronts.” 
 
“Goya is habitually included among the ranks of those truly greats for 
exactly these reasons. He painted the black horror of war and the sunny 
pleasures of village. He did tapestry designs and witch etchings. There 
are churches filled with his frescoes and books of advice filled with his 
terrors. He did nudes, he did contemporary events, he did satire, he did 
social realism. And because he was driven by a powerful fascination 
with humanity he did portraits too……” 
 
An excerpt from the article  ‘The Glory of Goya’ by Waldemar 
Januszczak  in The Sunday Times 11.10.15 
 
The author then goes on to tell the story (with great humour) of 
how Goya fumbled through his first portraits until he finally 
developed the sublime mastery for which he is now known. The 
point of my telling of this story is to counter a deadly illusion that 
many people have at the beginning of their journey. I see it in some 
of my students; the one where we look at our beginning efforts 
then shoot ourselves down by comparing these early attempts to 
the fine images made by photographers who have spent years 
mastering their craft.  It took Goya years before he did his best work. 
 
If you love to make portraits, do yourself a favour, Google ,Goya ,to 
see more of his work. 
 
 
	  




