
Drink Up  

– a summary of the Working Well Workshop  
 

For some of you, living in the Oldman Watershed also means living on an acreage or a farm.  In rural 

areas, the groundwater in the Oldman Watershed is used for everyday drinking, cooking and household 

uses.  The OWC has often received questions and inquiries on the proper maintenance and protection of 

your wells, and therefore, on the safety and quality of your groundwater.  With this interest and 

demand for accurate information, we recently attended a “Working Well Workshop” put on by the 

Government of Alberta and hosted by the MD of Willow Creek.   

After some delicious home-cooked turkey dinner complete with cake, we learned a lot about the steps 

and guidelines to proper construction, maintenance and decommissioning of private wells along with 

the importance of regular water testing.  This summary is intended to provide the highlights of that 

workshop.  For complete access and a full description, please refer to www.workingwell.alberta.ca 

Groundwater Access and Use 

As landowners, you are responsible for the maintenance and proper decommissioning of your private 

well.  The Water (Ministerial) Regulation outlines standards to follow when constructing a well and the 

responsibilities well owners have to maintain the health of the groundwater.  Although you are 

responsible for keeping the groundwater clean, you do not own the groundwater that supplies your 

well.  You are permitted 1250m3 per year for household use as defined by the Water Act – for such 

things as drinking, cooking, sanitation, fire prevention and watering animals, lawns and trees.  Any more 

water use requires landowners to obtain a Diversion License. 

Construction, Testing, Maintenance and Decommissioning 

 

Construction 

Hire a licensed water well contractor to ensure the well on your property will be properly constructed, 

sealed and placed.  Even with a good contractor, it is always beneficial to know some tips: 

 

- Make sure you locate your well to allow access  

for proper cleaning, testing, monitoring and repair. 

- Properly cap your well to prevent animals, insects and  

contaminants from entering your groundwater.   

- Using bentonite (a clay-like substance) to plug the space  

between the casing and the borehole will also aid in  

preventing contamination. 

- Proper placement of the pump is crucial to extending  



the life of your well, preventing damage to the pumping 

equipment and to ensure the water pumped out is at the 

appropriate level in the aquifer.  

 

Testing 

Inspect your water for contamination at least twice  

a year.  This means inspecting both the integrity of  

your well and testing your water.  Contaminants can  

enter your groundwater via multiple routes and it is 

important that you take the appropriate steps to  

prevent contamination before it happens. 

 

Ensure that:  

- the well cap is secure and that the well is free of contact from the outside of the well casing   

- there is no pooling of water around the casing 

- the mechanisms (pump, pressure tank and water treatment systems) are functioning properly 

- potential contaminants are kept well away from the well and managed properly 

- your septic system is functioning properly and is inspected and pumped regularly by a qualified  

sewage hauler  

 

 

Make sure your water is clean and healthy - contact your local  

Community Health Centre or Public Health Unit (for a list:  

http://myhealth.alberta.ca) for materials and instructions on  

water testing.  When building a new well, or using an old well, 

have a licensed water well contractor do a full pump test to  

ensure you are not over-pumping your well.  

 

 

 

Maintenance 

Shock chlorinating your well is a yearly preventative measure for aiding in the health of your well, and 

therefore, your well water.  You will also have to shock chlorinate: 

- after installation of a new well 

- after repairs 

- after contamination by flood water or change in water clarity, color and/or taste 

- after testing from the lab confirms positive for coliform bacteria 

For a detailed description and safety checklist on shock chlorination, see Water Wells That Last, Module 

6 Shock Chlorination.  

 

Keep records and understand the meaning of your well’s performance including drill reports, 

inspections, water tests and treatments.  Holding on to this information can help you diagnose the time 



of onset of a problem and can be passed on to future landowners to prove you have properly 

maintained and cared for your well and the integrity of the groundwater. 

 

Decommissioning  

Abandoned wells that are not properly decommissioned pose a high risk to causing preventable 

groundwater contamination.  Landowners are liable for contamination from improperly abandoned or 

unplugged wells.  Therefore, it is strongly recommended to hire a licensed water well contractor to do 

the job correctly.  A good tip for landowners is to perform a survey of their land, as most farmsteads 

have at least one abandoned well.  A well that is no longer in use, no longer being maintained by shock 

chlorination, in poor state of repair and no longer able to produce water, are all considered abandoned 

wells and must be properly decommissioned.  By properly decommissioning private wells, landowners 

are protecting the quality and quantity of Alberta’s groundwater. 

 

 

At the end of the day, and the Working Well Workshop, it was clear that it is the responsibility of the 

landowners to maintain the integrity of private wells and to ensure that the drinking water is safe and 

the groundwater resources are kept clean and healthy.  The points above are useful tips to guide the 

proper steps in caring for your well and well water.  Knowing these steps and hiring a licensed water 

well contractor will help to ensure you are upholding the responsibilities and helping to keep Alberta’s 

groundwater clean and healthy for future generations. 

 

Resources 

 

Working Well, Alberta Environment and Parks: www.workingwell.alberta.ca   

 

Water Wells That Last, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry: 

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/wwg404?opendocument   


