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SOCAL AMCA SPRING NEWSLETTER 2015 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TIM GRABER 

Presidents Letter Spring 2015 

 

Hello SoCal members and any other readers.  We are a bit late with this newsletter but it will get 

done and we will get back on track.  We had a very busy winter in SoCal with lots of rides, shows, 

and auctions.  Borrego Springs Winter Road Run was a smashing success and the Borrego 

Baguettes can’t wait for next year!  The 90 riders that enjoyed the roads, food, and camaraderie 

have once again assisted in making the coffers of the SoCal Treasury full.  The 

Mecum/MidAmerica auction in January was again a meeting place for many of our members as 

was the CJ Cole auction in late March.  

Our Spring calendar is getting full (I am writing this in Atascadero at the Pre-16 Stephen 

Wright/Bud Ekins memorial ride) as is the calendar for the remainder of the year.  Steve Sorenson 

has dedicated a lot of time to get the web site restarted after it expired and our new Social Media 

Director, Adriana Leiss, is hard at work posting items for all to read.  She will keep the calendar 

up to date, post the newsletter when it is completed, and handle any other items that need posting. 

She and Steve have also created a plan to update the workings of the SoCal AMCA website.  We 

know it will encourage participation and communication.  Adriana has also restarted the Facebook 

page and SoCal AMCA group page so if you have Facebook give it a click to follow.  We will 

attempt to direct the page in such a fashion that the goings on of SoCal AMCA are highlighted for 

all to see and to participate in. 

We do hope that Carolyn Musgrove continues her efforts on the newsletter.  She woke it up the 

last few issues and we look forward to some more great reading!  WE of course understand that 

the Musgrove’s and other loyal SoCal members may join the Arizona Chapter for the fun local 

benefits while enjoying dual participation in our long standing chapter. 

So, keep them shiny with the rubber down and encourage all gawkers to join and learn about 

Classic and Vintage motorcycles!  See ya at the next coffee stop or parking lot discussion! 

Tim Graber 
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TREASURY REPORT ---- 3/10/2015 TOM HART 

TREASURER REPORT AND STUFF 

Due to circumstances beyond my control the treasury is once again in good shape with some nice 
working capital for the upcoming season.  Actually do have control, but I've always wanted to say 
that "circumstances beyond" thing.  We are at the $8,000.00 mark as of this date less a few bills I 
still have to settle up.  We haven't been in this good of shape for a long, long time.  Our good 
fortune is largely due to the Graber's (mostly Janis) working diligently to keep costs down for the 
Borrego rides in both 2014 and 2015.  This year the 50/50 drawing topped out at just over $1,000.00 
with three prizes awarded, $400.00 to the top prize winner.  The poker run funded itself nicely and 
the dry campers helped out a lot with the tip to the groundskeepers that is normally paid out of club 
funds.  We will probably keep the same program open next year for the dry campers and suggest 
the same $10.00 per day tip.  Once again several gracious members refunded their winnings to 
me, I mean the club's account which will be used on next year's event. Thank you all very much.  

We have been able to keep the T-shirt costs down to around $1,100.00 the past couple of years 
by (trying) to order only for those who pre-register.  Tim and I disagree on this issue because he 
would like the on-site entries to have a T-shirt which is nice, but none of us are very clairvoyant 
when it comes to picking the right number and size.  Having said that, I believe Tim ordered a few 
extra shirts (long and short sleeve) for those who would like to purchase same.  I've been married 
for 45 years so I'm used to not being taken seriously, or even listened to for that matter when it 
comes to giving good financial advice.  

Speaking of costs, our total bill for Borrego this year was just over $10,000.00 and that ain't too 
bad.  We've been as high as $15,000.00.  You can understand my relief when we start with 
$8,000.00 for next year as opposed to last year when we had about $2,000.00 to work with.  And 
that does not take into consideration annual CPA fees for our tax reports, web housing, bribes, 
kickback and of course my honorarium, but I digress. 

The initial expenses for Borrego and Death Valley tend to make me a little nervous when the 
treasury is on the low side.  The participation for the Death Valley ride has dropped steadily since 
Max passed away and is in desperate need of a couple of club members to spearhead it's revival 
before it is only a fond memory.  We have the funds to help advertise and get things moving along, 
but we need warm bodies to take up the challenge of making these things happen.  I'm not a desert 
person and Tim is otherwise swamped.  I'm a bench warmer/racer when it comes to Death Valley. 

The 2015 Winter Road Run in Borrego Springs has come and gone.  The misses counted a total 
of 95 bikes in the parking lot on Friday. 80 riders signed the waiver forms at registration.  An 
unknown desert person ate three of our meals at the lunch stop before anyone said anything so 
SOME of us had to make do without a hamburger.  Only one small injury this year.  Johnny Eagles 
grandson Ryan was dispatched by Mrs. Eagles to keep a watchful eye on her wild man, Johnny.  
My advice is don't ask Mrs. E "How did that work out for you?"  Ryan took a spill entering the 
Canebrake lunch area and fractured his ankle.  I did not personally witness the event, but I heard 
from an unreliable source that it was an issue of one bike having better brakes than another.  That, 
or Ryan was texting while trying to downshift, throttle back, brake and double clutch in an attempt 
to slow his pony down.  Ryan is more accustomed to the sport bike type of vehicle.  You know, the 
ones with actual brakes. Something Tom Lovejoy knows nothing about.  Speaking of Tom Lovejoy, 
his T-shirt artwork was spectacular again.  Sorry he was not able to make the ride this year. 
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TREASURY REPORT ---- CONTINUED TOM HART 

 

This year's theme was Motown.  The "Borrego Baguettes" (Janis, Jill, Wilma, Marla and Sarah) 
stepped up to the challenge by putting their best collective foot forward in the timeless production 
of "Ain't No Mountain High Enough".  As good as it was I'm thinking that Marvin Gaye and Tammi 
Terrell, or the Supremes aren't sweating bullets over possible lost revenues in Las Vegas 
nightclubs.  Walt Frey and the Baguettes made the banquet room shine with Motown decor and 
Motownlyness.  Bill Melvin helped with the picture frames and T-shirts.  Next year's theme is yet to 
be determined.  Any suggestions?  I voiced an option for a Hawaii event. The kind with grass skirts 
and coconut bras.  Man, that's got to be uncomfortable.  I say if it doesn't feel good...take it off. 

Okay then, now that I've given you'all the treasury lowdown and probably got myself into trouble 
again with inappropriate suggestions, I want to thank all of you who caught up their dues.  It means 
a lot to me...personally.  Not just as a clever money monger, but as a crook.  We now have 28 
current paid and Life members out of 175 names on my outdated roster.  Anything and everything 
helps keep me in the lifestyle I've grown accustomed to. 

That's all folks 

Tom 
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 TIM GRABER 

Been there, Done that, Spring 2015  

January 8,9,10 Vegas Auction. Mid America Mecum 750 bikes South Point Casino 

This auction was well attended by SoCal members and many other AMCA members.  (Spagnoli 

attended for 3 days on the AMCA Dime). Great time had by all but prices and sales seemed to be 

down waiting for the next auction in March 

January 8 Bonhams Auction Vegas,  Bally’s Casino 

Very nice auction with 125 bikes or so.  Prices were reasonable.  Nicely attended by SoCal 

members and some AMCA members.  Spagnoli again on AMCA dime and he insulted the 

Bonhams organizers in the name of the AMCA and ruined future relations for AMCA.  Bonhams 

folks have withdrawn AMCA membership and advertising. 

January 10th Third annual Ojai lunch run through Moorpark, Santa Paula 90% back roads. 

Cancelled because of weather.  Really???  Isn’t this SoCal?  

January 18th SoCal AMCA Holiday banquet; Brunch on the patio Newport Yacht Club. 

We shared some great time and food with 20 SoCal members including Grace McKean, The 

Melvin’s, John Eagles and the majority of the SoCal Board; Hart, Sorenson, Ramos.  Food was 

incredible, weather terrific and the camaraderie exceptional! 

February 1st Special ride in to Urban Hirsch’s garage in Beverly Hills.  

This ride was way too long in the planning stage.  After 2 years of “we oughta do this” we finally 

just set the date and had a cool motorcycle ride through Beverly Hills and past the Beverly Hills 

Hotel.  Then up Benedict Canyon to the Urban Hirsch estate.  What a wonderful place?  

Outstanding architecture with a garage full (private museum 150 plus) motorcycles.  The best of 

the lot were all upstairs in the movie projection room and the youngest of the 50 bikes in that room 

was 1916!  Ya just have to make plans to ride with us on next year’s event!  Thanks to Urban for 

his hospitality. 

March 5, 6, 7 Borrego Springs Winter Road Run 

Possibly one of the best Borrego Springs Winter Road Runs yet, this event was attended by 90 

riders and we had exquisite weather and great roads.  Rides included 2 Crockers, 3 1925 Harleys 

with side cars, 2 1929 JDH’s and then the regular assortment of exquisite Classic motorcycles.  

Total mile scheduled for the event 475.  The Borrego Baggets started off the banquet with their 

special rendition of “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”.  125 people attended the banquet and a 

great time was had by all.  The treasury is full again! 

April 10, 11, 12 Saturday Ojai Road Run 

This ride was lightly attended on a bright and sunny day.  Those that attended (6) had a great ride 

and great fun. 
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ETHANOL-FREE GAS INDEX TIM GRABER 

This link was provided to Tim Graber by Mick Jimmerson – Thanks Mick 
 

Just a spring reminder for riders of antique (or even classic) motorcycles.  Yes, there are still 
places to get the “good stuff”.  Maybe when I take a trip I’ll select state and town and print out a 
listing of the ethanol free stations in that area so I know where to fuel up.  I’m actually starting to 
run ethanol free premium in most of my vehicles, not just the bikes.  Old V-Dubs are very similar 
to a motorcycle engine, and they sit most of the winter also.  Old Ford 4x4 pickups seem to sit 
most of the summer.  The next good idea is to use Seafoam gas additive. All of my vehicles seem 
to be addicted to it. 
 

  

http://pure-gas.org/   
  

http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=MT   
  

NOTE:  When you click on this link, it has a list of all the states.  Web says they list 9,229 stations.  

Just click on the state and a list appears for all the stations in that area.   

 

  

http://pure-gas.org/
http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=MT
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Las Vegas Auction – January, 2015 CAROLYN MUSGROVE 

The Las Vegas auction is an experience.  If you have never made the trip, it is worth the time just 

to see the marvelous machines offered and do a lot of “people watching”.  (The fact that it is a 

huge casino is also an incentive – ask John Eagles.)  We took two bikes this year, one sold and 

one came home.  It’s the first year that Mecum has completely run the auction and Bob and I will 

tell you – we are not big fans.  We’ve been working with Ron for over 12 years and have been 

comfortable with the prices, the service and the attention to detail.   

We saw a lot of great old machines, some ugly new machines, and great friends.  Unfortunately 

they did not have flat-track racing this year as the BMW bikers had taken over the arena.  We 

quickly learned that they are as passionate and dedicated as any motocross racer we have ever 

known (knew Gary Nixon in his heyday so I remember well). 

The 5-year old racers were amazing and had no fear – literally!  The teens were daring and 

somewhat reckless.  The older riders were - well, older riders who gave it their all. 

Bob Musgrove and Norm Gerlich were having a 

very serious discussion about the price of bikes. 

 

Barney Watson was happy with the sale of his 

Bultaco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Tim Graber “That went for how much????” 
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Las Vegas Auction – January, 2015 CAROLYN MUSGROVE 

 

 Wow what a beauty! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Musgrove’s 1957 

Triumph and a 1906 Big 

Wheel in the sales corral.  

Both went home unsold but 

still loved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tucson Gerry Thurein got what he was asking for his Triumph TT 

racer. 
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BOREGGO SPRINGS – MARCH, 2015 BOB AND CAROLYN MUSGROVE 

The weather was perfect, the ride terrific and the friends amazing – as always. 

Janis Graber brought her newly rescued puppy Bandit and he won the hearts of everyone there.  

Seems however that he favors Janis over Tim – well duh, of course! 

The highlight of the banquet was the “Boreggo Baguettes” – as Tom Hart mentioned.  They really 

got everybody ready to party. 

Janis said every time they practiced this routine 

Bandit ran and hid?  Silly puppy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course the “real fun” 

was after the show.   
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BOREGGO SPRINGS – MARCH, 2015 BOB AND CAROLYN MUSGROVE 

Of course there were some motorcycles there too. 

Homer’s bike had a “bit of a fit” but as always, Homer 

was riding the next day. (Homer, Bob and Vic) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course there is a reward after a 

long 25-mile ride! 

  



 

PAGE 11 
 

SOCAL AMCA SPRING NEWSLETTER 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course she won “longest distance rider! 
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Meet the Web Master Adriana Godoy Leiss 

Welcome! 
 
We're working on making it easier for current, new and prospective members to connect with the 
chapter and each other through our website,:www.SoCalAMCA.org; and revamped Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/AMCASoCal.  
 
The SoCal AMCA ride calendar on our website will be updated continuously with the 
who/what/where/when on our upcoming rides.  
 
Watch the Facebook page for info on swap meets, auctions, and other happenings pertinent to 
the antique motorcycle community in Southern California and statewide.  
 
We realize our website is looking as antique as some of our old machines, so we're working on 
modernizing it with some new features we know you'll appreciate.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.socalamca.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AMCASoCal
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Let’s See Those Projects Tom Lovejoy 

I thought it might be fun to see some of our members’ current or long term projects. I think most 

all of us have at least one and many several projects or more.  Some of us have more of them 

than we will ever get done, possibly myself included.  What do you say?  Let’s see what you are 

working on, or hope to someday.  Motorcycle or other as long as it is old it is all good. 

I will start this off with a non-motorcycle item I finished a shot time back.  One of my projects is 

a model T one ton truck – a TT.  It is proving to be quite the challenge and all I can handle.  One 

of the jobs I have to do to it is a valve job.  Well I wanted to do it myself and my valves were 

really beat up.  So I decided to start looking for a valve grinding machine.  Several weeks of 

looking on e-bay and other places, showed quite a range in prices.  It looked like I was going to 

pay 200 bucks and up for a machine- which may or may not even work, as most of them I was 

looking at were a good 40 plus years old.  

Then much to my surprise one showed up on Craig’s list in rough looking shape, but working 

condition for 50 bucks and it was close in Long Beach.  I jumped in my COE and went and got 

it and though it needed to be rebuilt, it did indeed work .  I had to replace the bearings, a shaft 

and I made a new pulley and all new wiring and about two months later, I have a very good 

working valve grinding machine that I can grind both the stems and faces of valves.  This should 

be helpful with both the model T’s and motorcycle and truck projects for the future.  So far I have 

done two sets of valves and the machine has worked very well, really better than I expected and 

it was fun doing too.  Well, there you go.  Say you need a valve grinder – read on! 
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Say You Need a Valve Grinder? Bob Musgrove 

I was doing the final review of Carolyn’s newsletter and read Tom Lovejoy’s “saga” of the valve 

grinder.  Thought this might be interesting to him and the rest of the group. 

In the 1930’s Sears and Roebuck carried a kit for reseating valves.  I acquired this one about 

1950 and, with taxes, I laid out almost $10.00! 

It is called a Valve and Seat Resurfacer.  It is designed 

for mobile use and easily fits into a small 12” x 12” 

box. 

It came with all the accessories pictured here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

I have used this kit for my Cushman and Salisbury 

scooters, Briggs and Straton motors, all the British 

vintage bikes – even Ford and Chevy V8 engines! 

It still works like a champ – one valve at a time! 
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AMCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 April brings the always impressive Perkiomen Chapter Meet on the weekend of April 24th 

and 25th at the Oley Fire Company grounds in the historic town of Oley, Pennsylvania. 

 May features a new date and a new location for the European Chapter Meet, which moves 

to the weekend of May 8th, 9th and 10th.  The Meet will be hosted in a truly appropriate 

location, the American Motorcycle Museum in the town of Raalte, Netherlands, which means 

there will be about 150 historic machines on display even before the first visitor rolls in. 

 One week later, May 15-17, the Southern National Meet returns to the Denton Farmpark in 

Denton, North Carolina, a great setting to enjoy antique bikes amidst historic buildings. 

 As always, June is the busiest month of the National Meet season, kicking off with two events 

on the same weekend, the first is The Rhinebeck National Meet which will move into the 

Dutchess County Fairgrounds in Rhinebeck, New York, June 12-13. 

 You may choose to be 1,240 miles west of the New York Meet and join the fun over at to the 

Minnesota State Fairgrounds in St. Paul for The Viking Chapter Meet, June 12-14. 

 On the following weekend, June 19-20, the single West Coast National Meet will be put on 

by The Fort Sutter Chapter Meet at the Dixon Fairgrounds in Dixon, California. 

 In July, your choices are easier, since nobody wants to miss the huge Wauseon National 

Meet the weekend of July 17th, 18th and 19th at the Fulton County Fairgrounds in 

Wauseon, Ohio. 

 And if you can get to the East Coast July 31-August 1, you’ll be able to take in the Yankee 

Chapter Meet at the Lions Fairgrounds in Hebron, Connecticut. 

 Finally, the Chesapeake Chapter Meet offers one last chance to pick up parts and show off 

bikes before the 2015 season winds down. It will runOctober 2-3 at the White Rose 

Motorcycle Clubgrounds in Jefferson, Pennsylvania. 

 When it comes the National Road Runs, you’ll find four opportunities in four different regions 

of the country for 2015, kicking off with the Yankee Chapter Road Run June 14-17 in Keene, 

New Hampshire on the heels of the National Meet at Rhinebeck. 

 The Badger Heritage Chapter is bringing back a classic with its re-creation of the Badger 

Derby from the 1930s. You can get in on the Wisconsin fun August 27-29. 

 For back-roads motorcycling pleasure, it’s hard to beat the Black Hills area of South Dakota. 

And you can enjoy this classic riding experience with the Black Hills Chapter in a run 

scheduled for September 7-10. 

 The riding season wraps up with magnificent California scenery as the Yerba Buena 

Chapter hosts its National Road Run September 21-23 in Yosemite, California. 
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SOCAL AMCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015 

 

SoCal AMCA Calendar 2015 

 May 1, 2  Joshua Tree/29 Palms Road Run 

The Fairfield is the newest hotel in 29 Palms.  It is located a stone's throw (or maybe a 
carb's) away from the Rancho Dolores on the other side of the Street.  Phone number is 1-
760-361-5000.  Address 6333 Encelia St.  The rates is $92 dollars per night and includes 
breakfast.  Please call Craig at 818-347-6508 to confirm attendance.  

 May 16 Hanford show and swap http://classiccycleevents.com/ 

 May 23rd Ride my Back Yard fund raiser for hepatitis C.  Louis Fisher Ride Captain. 
   

 

 

***Please note: ALL Dates subject to change!!!  We are looking for offers to host other rides. 

  

http://classiccycleevents.com/
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AMCA MEMBERS ARE EVERYWHERE 

Hi, I'm an Empire Chapter member, Dan Drexel, Rochester, NY. 
 

It's about 12 degrees outside today, 30 mph winds.  I just read your newsletter, and the Death 
Valley ride page, warmed me up a bit. 
  
Here is a photo of me from last summer when it was a bit warmer.  
 
Ride safe, Dan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan sent this to the editor after he read our Winter newsletter.  It’s great to know that AMCA folks 

are everywhere!  Also great that we live on the west coast and can ride almost all year long!  If 

you get out to Rochester, NY say “hey” to Dan. 
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LETTERS TO/FROM THE EDITOR CAROLYN MUSGROVE 

So once again nobody has anything to say other than the usual handful of members who 

regularly contribute?????  I wish I had so much input that it would not all fit into one newsletter 

but – alas.  That is not the situation. 

Thanks to Barney Watson and Prospero Devillires for the Borrego pictures they sent me.  I used 

a lot of them plus some Bob took.  I would also like to commend Tom Hart.  His treasurer’s report 

is always complete and on time for the newsletter – usually well ahead of time.  Bravo Tom! 

Seems to me that if no one has anything to talk about, we should drop the newsletter from four 

times per year to twice per year.  Everyone is using Facebook these days, not reading e-mail 

newsletters and certainly not contributing to this newsletter. 

Any thoughts about that???  (Tim votes a resounding NO!) 

If you are going to Joshua Tree we will see you there.  Ride safe. 
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JUST HERE TO HELP, HONEY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 


