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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

TIM GRABER

Presidents Letter January 2015
Greetings to all. We hope your year starts out in a positive manner and that your upcoming calendar
is loaded with old bike activities! Now is the time to get the rides tuned, cleaned, and polished so
that you can catch some air and show off your iron. Some of you may need to make a decision on
which bike is the priority ride for the year.
The club members enjoyed a full fall schedule that is detailed elsewhere in this newsletter including
another great showing at the International Motorcycle Show in Long Beach. Thanks to Steve
Sorenson for all of the work to make it happen!
The Holiday banquet will be held January 18, 2015. This allows time for all of the holiday festivities
and the Vegas Auction to be completed and not to compete with our gathering. We hope you can
make it.
Carolyn Musgrove has been doing a great job of getting the newsletter out complete and on time.
Feel free to pass the newsletters on to anyone with whom you may want to share. Your board of
directors would like to encourage you to participate in as many club activities as possible and please,
provide input to the newsletter for all to share. Most of you will receive this in digital format in your
email. Please take the time to download it and share with those that may not have email or do not
check it very often. Items for the newsletter can be sent to info@socalamca.org and we will add
them. If you know of members that want to be included in the newsletter please send their email
address and we will include them in the email list. Also if you have snail mail addresses you want
us to snail mail to please send those along also.
Craig Dillmann has done a great job of marshalling along the calendar for 2015 so give it a look and
post the dates so that you can join in the fun. Let us know if you want to put on a ride in your area
or host a garage meeting.
If you have a Facebook presence or know of some who does, keep track of recent activities by
following us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SoCalAMCA.
I will see you all at Borrego if not sooner.
Cheers, get the rubber side down and rolling and keep it there!
Tim Graber
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JANUARY CLUB MEETING AND TREASURY REPORT ---- 12/10/2104

TOM HART

Happy Holidays to ya'll from the treasurer
The Progressive International Motorcycle Show has come and gone. I believe the event was more popular this
year probably because it was held at a less busy time in November and there was generally great riding weather
conditions.
Grace McKean arrived a little late for the opening but she was a big hit with her 45 HD and Big Chief. She held
the attention of many show-goers and posed for numerous photos for three days. Her travel time from her place
in Running Springs to Long Beach (about 90 miles) was 4 hours. That's a new record for her. So what that she
was a little late for the opening and required a special escort through the event, damn it, she's worth it. Oops,
sorry about that Grace. We, the lesser interviewed club members in attendance, became concerned when Grace
did not report back to our booth for two hours following her departure to park her truck and trailer in a nearby lot
after unloading at the convention center rear dock. We sent out scouts (Tim Graber and Steve Sorensen) to look
for her. When she finally surfaced again she explained that she had a problem locating a pair of matching ear
rings to go with the rest of her outfit. Now, why did we not think of that? If you know nothing else about Grace
you should know that she is ALWAYS put together properly as evidenced by a hair style that refuses to be altered
by any helmet at any time. I believe Grace was Flo's inspiration when they did the motorcycle commercials.
Our booth was next to the Pine Street entrance in the vintage bike section. At times we had a line around the
booth that looked like the people were in a supermarket checkout line. We did have a nice collection of bikes for
viewing, ranging from 1925 to 1959 if I'm not mistaken.
The SoCal sidecar club was located next to our booth and therein stood a 2004 Moto Guzzi Brava 750 (made to
look like a 1974 Eldorado) with a 1959 Duna sidecar for sale. Needless to say, I now own a Moto Guzzi with a
sidecar. My wife couldn't have been more thrilled when I told her the news.
I'm looking forward to a couple of longer rides this coming season. One up highway 1 to Vancouver Canada and
another to Fairfax VA to watch the World Police/Fire games in June. I thought about entering my 1979 Yamaha
250YZ in the advanced over the hill grandmaster motocross and European Scrambles events at the games. I
laughed about it and then forgot about it. I haven't had that thing on a track for almost 20 years. My wife, who
was almost as thrilled about my racing again as she was about the sidecar, reminded me that I would have to find
my own way to the hospital (again) if I crashed (again and she's wasn't kidding either). The last time I broke my
leg mountain riding I had to call someone else to get me to the hospital.
A couple of us (Bill Melvin, Marty and Walter Frey) have been hocking up for local rides every once in a while.
It's a spin off from the club meeting agenda where we discussed getting our machines out more often besides the
more formal scheduled rides on the calendar. It is a nice way to get around to other members digs and see what's
up.
Lastly a mention of finances. Please send in your dues. And not just because I have acquired a new machine
either. Our club treasury is set pretty good right now to start the buying spree associated with the upcoming
Winter Road Run in Borrego Springs. But every little bit helps. As Tim will attest to, I do not write checks
against potential revenues for an event. Early registration and prompt dues payments helps a lot.
I hope all had a great Thanksgiving and that you all have a Merry Christmas and New Year. Perhaps I will see
ya'll at the Horseless Carriage ride in Monrovia this year (Weekend between Christmas and New Year).
Tom
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Been There; Done That

Tim Graber
SoCal AMCA Fall 2014

October 9-11

Death Valley Road Run

Lon Bubeck agreed to fill in the shoes of a couple of past ride captains for this wonderful event. He did a great job
and has written a report to be found elsewhere in this newsletter.
November 2nd

Hansen Dam Ride

We are always invited to participate in this great ride put on by the Los Angeles Chapter of the Norton club. SoCal
had 10 riders that enjoyed a perfect day of riding and camaraderie. Homer Knapp showed up to ride but suffered a
mechanical at the start of the event.
December 8

Gunther’s yard

Another great turn out for Gunther’s this year including great weather. Hot dogs were warm and well presented
with all the trimmings one would want. The Gunther boys had a blast starting and running all of the equipment on
the yard including early bulldozers!
December 14

Dick Mann Chopper fest

Held at the Ventura County fairgrounds this event is a lot of fun with its live bands, swap meet spaces, new bike
vendors and Old School choppers. Quite a show including the 1914 Feilbach Limited, one of 5 in existence.
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Death Valley – October, 2014

LON BUBECK

This year’s Death Valley run took place over the 9th, 10th and 11th of October. We were lucky to
have great weather, sunny skies and warm with only light winds. The attendance was light with
only seven bikes participating but a great time was had by all.
Based at the Stagecoach Casino in Beatty we ran the first day up Hwy 95 and across route 267
to Scotty’s Castle. Unfortunately Bob and Carolyn Musgrove’s Norton decided it was not up for
the trip and had to return to Beatty before we ever reached the Castle.
After touring the Castle we
continued down Death Valley
to Stovepipe Wells for gas and
a well-deserved lunch. The
trip back to Beatty was over
Daylight Pass Rd which is a
great way to see how well your
old bike will pull a grade. Back
in Beatty we found Bob and
Carolyn still looking for a six
volt coil to cure their bike’s
ailment. It was not to be and
they were not able to ride the
second day either.
The second day we rode back over Daylight Pass to Furnace Creek Ranch and the Park visitor’s
center. Lunch was at the Corkscrew after which half of the group returned to Beatty. The three
Indian riders, intrepid
souls that they are,
decided to ride up to
Dante’s Viewpoint and
back before returning to
the Casino. The evening
was finished up by a group
dinner at K C’s Outpost
Eatery
in
beautiful
downtown Beatty.
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Death Valley – October, 2014

PROSPERO DEVILLIRES
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Teg and Dena Graber with Barney
Watson

Ridemaster Lon Bubeck

Thank you so much Prospero. Bob and I
were not able to make the entire ride and
you were great giving us these wonderful
pictures.
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INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW, PHOENIX

BARNEY WATSON

September, 2014 at Westworld of Scottsdale
Barney Watson and Roger Meinershagen
showed a beautiful Royal Enfield.

Frank Delmonte showed his award-winning Norton

Roger Meinershagen with the BSA collection that
formerly belonged to TT Racer Gene Davis.

Barney
Watson with
his Matchless
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DEATH VALLEY, OCTOBER 2014 ANOTHER VIEW

BOB & CAROLYN MUSGROVE
“Snorton Norton not Snorton?”
It is a beautiful Friday morning. Sun is shining
and it’s warm in Death Valley. There were only
a few of us but we had the *vibes’ of a great
ride. We left the hotel about 9:30 am and it
was great. Lon Bubeck was doing a great job
routing us through Death Valley. It was going
to be a great weekend of riding!
Pulled out of the lot and the Norton was
running kind of rough. Well it was cool for an
Arizona Bike after all. Well, 25 miles out and
Norton “no-go”?

Barney Watson, our AZ riding partner,
and the trouble truck stopped after we pulled
to the side of the road. “No-No” Bob says,
you’all go ahead, we’ll go back, tune up and
meet up with you later, so off they went.
So back at Beatty, -*Bob with meter and tools
in hand and all of a sudden, a few, (not for
publication phrases) and things are not so
good? “We need a coil off an old car – one coil
has gone bad but I can get by if we find an old
car junker” (the eternal optimist says while rolling
around on his back in the parking lot.) Well, what
we heck, we just drove 8 hours from Phoenix to
Beatty so give it a go.
Looking in the phone book we find Lou’s Hardware
store – “we have it all” the ad says.
Get in the truck, we are going to Lou’s! Walk in and Lou and Cindy are smoking cigs at the counter
and glad to see anyone who needs something. “Any old car parts?” Bob asks. Look on the back gray
shelf, have all kinds of stuff. Well, they had tail lights, head lights, bumpers, starters – everything but
a coil for an old car. Bob at the counter says “anyone in town deal in old junk cars”? A customer says
“what are you looking for”? Bob explains we are here on a motorcycle ride, the coil has croaked on the
Norton bike and we need a coil from an old car. Bill – the customer – says “you’re on a motorcycle”?
Yes we say. Well, Bill has a friend in town who is an antique Harley motorcycle restorer and he might
have something? Yes-Yes-Yes-Yes Bob says. Bill calls his fried Les who would be thrilled to have us
come see him and help if he can. There is hope!!!!!!
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“What’s the address?” Bob asks. Bill says “address”? It’s the last street on the right going North out of
town. Easy to find. His garage will be on the right. Beatty is a small town right? No problem!
Thirty minutes later we find 12th Street – dirt road but the last one before Death Valley. On the right is
a metal building with a sign “Can-DoCycles”. This has to be it? Out and holler
and out comes Les. What a really nice
guy. Currently working on restoring a
1947 Harley that belonged to a friend of
his who died recently of cancer. Lost his
wife in November so works on the bikes
to keep busy. Shows Bob a couple of
Harley coils but not the right
voltage/amperage (what do I know?). His
friend Joel comes in – well he is working
on an old Bronco that he could get the coil
off of if Bob thinks it would work? Okey –
dokey – let’s go!

Les offers me a beer but “oh no, fridge is empty”. Hold on guys - $5 from me and money from Les and
Bob and Joel are off to get beer and a coil!
Les and I sit to talk while they are gone and he lets the dogs out – Hobo is a rescue Shitzu and Itsy is
a Chihuahua. They love Daddy and the company. They sit in my lap and lick my face and Les and I
talk. Itsy is not happy and Les explains that I am sitting in her chair so I move, she jumps in and all is
right with the world!
Bob and Joel are back. We sit in the garage and have a beer, pet the dogs and discuss bikes and old
times. We tell Les he needs to ride down and visit with the Death Valley riders at the motel. Well,
maybe. Later that afternoon, everyone is back from the ride, the Norton is not snortin, and Les comes
to visit.
The point to this whole article is that even when things don’t go as planned, which they often don’t, you
meet the nicest people in the world who are motorcyclist enthusiasts or old car buffs or “just good folks”.
Bob lives by the motto “never give up, never say can’t”. Darn good motto if you ask me.
Some of our best adventures and memories have been “misadventures”. Just ask Tom Lovejoy!
PS: Coil doesn’t do it, going home Saturday. Well, bah humbug! Will add coil to the crash box in the
future!
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Hansen Dam Ride

TIM GRABER

Harry Sucher Sport Scout

Homer Knapp

SoCal Headquarters

PAGE 11

SOCAL AMCA WINTER NEWSLETTER 2015
AMCA APPOINTS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Antique Motorcycle Club of America (AMCA)
announced today that Keith Kizer has been appointed as
its Executive Director. Kizer, who formerly ran the AMA
Prostar Drag Racing Series and served as the Senior
Director for AMA Pro Racing, will oversee the AMCA’s
various strategic projects, events, programs and daily
operations. Kizer will work from his office in Huntsville,
Alabama, and report to the AMCA’s Board of Directors. The
appointment is effective immediately. “Keith has a long
history of developing and growing membership-based
organizations, from his co-founding of the AMA Prostar
Drag Racing Series to reviving the road-racing side of AMA
Pro Racing from 2006 to 2008 prior to its sale,” said
Richard Spagnolli, AMCA President. “His experience and
management expertise are sure to help the AMCA continue the culture and tradition of serving the
antique motorcycle community as it has for the last 60 years. “The addition of Keith will give us the
opportunity to grow the organization through overseeing a new strategic plan to be adopted by the
Board,” Spagnolli added.
The Antique Motorcycle Club of America was founded in 1954 by four men who had a passion for
preserving old bikes. In the decades since, the AMCA has grown to become one of the largest
organizations of antique-motorcycle enthusiasts in the world, with more than 10,000 members in
the United States and more than a dozen other countries.
“After four decades in the motorcycle-racing world, I embrace this new chapter in my motorcycling
career and look forward to helping the AMCA fulfill its vision for the future,” said Kizer. “The world
of antique motorcycling offers an amazing network of enthusiasts, fabricators and historians, all
devoted to preserving the heritage of this sport. I look forward to working with them and to
expanding this network to a new generation of riders and racers.”
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AMCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015

SoCal AMCA Calendar 2015
January 8,9,10

Vegas Auction. Mid America Mecum 750 bikes

South Point Casino

January 8

Bonhams Auction Vegas,

January 10th

Third annual Ojai lunch run through Moorpark, Santa Paula 90% back roads
Cal Craig Dillmann for details and reservations
818-347-6583, 818-337-9934

January 18th

SoCal AMCA Holiday banquet;
11:00 – 2 pm Brunch on the patio Newport Yacht Club $20 per person.
Please rsvp to Tim 949-254-6551

February 1st

Special ride in to Urban Hirsch’s garage in Beverly Hills.
Call Tom Hart for details 562-233-4321

March 5,6,7

Borrego Springs Winter Road Run
Check the web site for information and registration

April 10,11,12

Joshua Tree National Park ride.
To be held at El Rancho Dolores Motel Call Craig for details:
818-347-6583, 818-337-9934

May 2-3

Carpentaria Overnighter
Bringing back the popular Carpentaria overnighter Call Craig for details
818-347-6583, 818-337-9934

Bally’s Casino

***Please note,: ALL Dates subject to change!!! We are looking for offers to host other rides.
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LETTERS TO/FROM THE EDITOR

CAROLYN MUSGROVE

SO NONE OF YOU ARE CHATTERBOXES UGH??? NOT A SINGLE WORD FROM ANYONE OTHER THAN THE
“REGULARS” FOR THE NEWSLETTER????
This is our newsletter but without input from members it is really difficult to make it interesting or
news worthy. C’mon folks, I know you have things to talk about and share. You’all rattle on and
on at rides! Let me hear from you or you will just have to put up with ramblings from the editor!
In other breaking news, Arizona now has a chapter of the AMCA. The Phoenix Roadrunners with
President Ed Houser.
ATTENTION SoCal Members: Tom Lovejoy needs your help.
Hey So Cal members and friends. I am starting to think on ideas for this coming Borrego Tee
shirt design. Looking for some new faces and machines. Do you have a picture you like you
would share with you and your machine? Strike a pose with your favorite machine or bit' of and
post it on the SoCal AMCA facebook page. If I like it, you could end up on the up-coming shirt.
Give it a shot, it could be fun. A fun shot is best for me, a hat with character and a big grin are
always good. Here's a sample from the past.

PLEASE: Send your comments, suggestions, and articles – whatever you have to share – to me
at bcmusgrove@dishmail.net. Of course I have Bob to interpret whatever I don’t understand so
technically I won’t mess up what you submit. Thank heavens for Bob!
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Hummmmm????

PAGE 15

