
 
 
Leaders’ Update  
A message from Deputy Director Steven Grossman  
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
An overarching goal of Massey Cancer Center is to increase the translation of our promising scientific ideas. Massey 
facilitates this endeavor by supporting bench to bedside research through various approaches, including but not limited to, 
funding mechanisms, working groups and the Developmental Therapeutics program. 
 
The Massey Pilot Project Program, Massey Multi-investigator Award Program and Massey Clinical Trial Concept Program 
are three funding mechanisms provided by the cancer center that help kick start and drive collaborative translational 
research. These programs offer our research members the opportunity to test out ideas worthy of future external funding, 
and they increase the probability of grant funding from peer-reviewed sources. Also, successful internally funded projects 
help Massey retain and renew our National Cancer Institute designation, as the NCI considers the return on investment of 
Massey’s Cancer Center Support Grant based on our cancer center members’ ability to publish in peer-reviewed journals 
and secure peer-reviewed funding. 
 
Pilot projects provide initial funding of up to $50,000 for one year for new, collaborative projects with significant 
involvement of at least two independent investigators. A major purpose of this program is to allow collaborative research 
teams the ability to gather preliminary data required to prepare a successful grant application for extramural funding to 
support a larger study. A round of applications is currently under review, and awardees are expected to be announced in 
May. Another call for applications is planned to go out in July with an expected due date in October. In 2014, nine pilot 
project grants were awarded. 
 
Multi-investigator awards provide up to $100,000 per year for up to two years of funding in order to support collaborative 
research teams of two or more investigators whose project is expected to lead to a multi-PI external peer-reviewed grant 
submission, e.g. an NIH Multi-Investigator R01. This funding mechanism is intended to bring together investigators who 
are authorities in their respective areas of research, whose research is complimentary and where all investigators are 
essential for the success of the project. The last call for applications was in December 2014, and another call is expected 
to be issued in late fall. Drs. Xianging (Sam) Chen and Imad Damaj were the awardees in 2014 for their study, 
“Translational study of human smoking behaviors and mouse nicotine dependence models,” and four projects were 
awarded in 2013. 

Clinical Trial Concept awards offer initial support for innovative projects that are poised for translating the laboratory 
discoveries of Massey’s investigators into clinical trials for our patients. The projects are judged based on novelty, 
scientific merit, the value of the trial to Massey’s clinical research priorities, feasibility and the proximity to trial initiation. 
The goal is to validate a scientific concept in the clinical setting and show that it is worthy of moving forward into later 
phase trials with further applied research and external funding. The last awards were issued in January for three new trial 
concepts, and the next call is planned to go out in 2016. 
 
Research working groups are another way in which Massey facilitates research translation. Massey has both disease-
specific and mechanism-based research working groups that bring together researchers from basic science, clinical and 
cancer prevention and control research to collaborate around a common interest or cancer type. Disease-based groups 
include the Gastrointestinal Cancer Research Interest Group and Breast Cancer Research Interest Group as well as the 
solid tumor and hematological malignancies Phase 1 teams. Mechanism-based groups include the p53 Working Group 
and the Metabolism and Cancer Research Group. There is also the Palliative Care Research Interest Group, which 
fosters collaborative research focused on symptom management, outcomes research and aspects of health policy/health 

http://www.massey.vcu.edu/research/funding/pilot-project-program/
http://www.massey.vcu.edu/research/funding/multi-investigator-award-program/
http://www.massey.vcu.edu/research/funding/clinical-trial-concept-program/


services research. These groups provide guidance to investigators as they move their projects through translation, and 
they offer an opportunity for collaboration. Some of the most successful advances have been realized by interactions that 
cross academic disciplines, which is why Massey’s development and sustainment of a collaborative environment is so 
important. If you are interested in learning more about these research working groups or have ideas for new groups, 
please email me. I welcome any suggestions. 
 
Additionally, Massey organizes and operates five research programs that bring program members together in regular 
meetings to share their collective expertise and novel ideas and to focus on moving individual research projects forward. 
While eventual translation of research is a goal for all of our research programs, the Developmental Therapeutics (DT) 
program in particular focuses on translation as an explicit objective and central theme. DT members explore cancer 
therapeutics, identify molecular targets, assess the molecular genetic profiles of tumors and translate these findings into 
the development of novel therapeutic strategies for the treatment of cancer. Ongoing research within the DT program 
includes therapeutic development of AMPK activators, inhibition of steps in epigenetic pathways, novel platinum-
containing drugs, the combination of targeted agents affecting histone deacetylases, protein kinase inhibitors, proteasome 
inhibitors, inhibitors of Bcl-2 family proteins and inhibitors of cell cycle progression, anti-angiogenic agents, antifolates, 
DNA repair inhibitors, strategies to promote toxic autophagy and immunotherapy approaches including tumor vaccine and 
immune checkpoint inhibitor studies. Concepts emerging from several of these projects have been or are being translated 
into clinical trials. 
 
Finally, I would like to encourage all of Massey’s research members to attend the 2015 Massey Cancer Research Retreat 
on Friday, May 22 at 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Presentations will take place in the Molecular Medicine Research Building 
Rooms 1009/1011, with a poster session in the McGlothlin Medical Education Center on floors 11 and 12. This year’s 
keynote speaker is Lewis Cantley, Ph.D., from the Weill Cornell Medical College, who will present his groundbreaking 
work on the role of PI3-Kinase in cancer. Also to be presented will be new research from each of Massey’s research 
programs. We hope that you can join us at the retreat, and please also consider submitting your ongoing research for 
presentation at the poster session. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Steven R. Grossman, M.D., Ph.D. 
Deputy director 

http://www.massey.vcu.edu/research/programs/developmental-therapeutics/

