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Photography Guidelines

1.	Please carefully read and follow the Photography Guidelines and the Timetable for Exhibitors. 

2.	Entries are open to GCA Zone XI members only.  Each GCA Zone XI club is responsible for submitting at least one entry in any class of the competition.  After all 18 club entry forms have been received, the remaining six entries will be selected by arrival date. (The six entries for Class 5 are for Kenilworth students only.)

3.		Advance registration is required.  Registration forms will be accepted from April 28 to July 18, 2015 using the registration form at the back of the schedule. Please indicate first and second choices on the registration form.  Clubs not registered by July 18 will be assigned a class.  Exhibitors will be notified if accepted or not at the time of registration.  A wait-list will be established by date of registration receipt.

4.		If forced to withdraw, an exhibitor must immediately notify the show chairman and find a substitute from her club, unless there is a waiting list for the class. 

5.	Photographs that have won first place or a special award in a GCA Flower Show, GCA Major Flower Show or Sanctioned Non-GCA Major Flower Show may not be entered in competition again.  A photograph that was previously entered and did not place first, may be entered again if the image is significantly altered and newly printed. The same photograph may only be entered in one show at a time.	

6.	Each photograph must be the work of the exhibitor under whose name it is registered. Matting, mounting and printing may be done professionally.

7.	Any manipulation at any stage must be the work of the exhibitor. This includes enhancement for color or clarity, removal of a part of the image, combining images, or distorting the original subject.  

8.	Photography entries are limited to subjects consistent with Garden Club of America interests, such as horticulture, floral design, gardens/landscapes, conservation and the environment, historic preservation, civic improvement and the natural world. Plant material is required in photos in the classes as specified in the schedule.

9.	Photographs must be flush-mounted on black foam core with no over-matting. Overall dimension of entry must be a minimum of 36” and must not exceed 50” in total perimeter measurement. The surface finish is the choice of the exhibitor. Glass and framing are not permitted.  

10.	Each entry must have the entry form affixed to the back of the photograph mounting with the exhibitor’s name, garden club, zone, email, address, phone number and class entered.  The top of the photograph must be indicated.  [Identification of plant material on the entry card is optional but encouraged whenever possible.]

11.	The division chairman will provide an entry card to be staged with each photograph.  

12.	An optional title or brief statement, not to exceed 25 words, may be included on the entry form and the entry card itself. 

13.		Photographs will be displayed against a black background at approximately eye level. 

14.	Photographs must be received no later than August 15, 2015. Your registration will be confirmed by email and receipt of your photograph will be acknowledged. Send photographs to:
			Stacey De Luca
			545 Kenilworth Avenue
Kenilworth, IL 60043
Sdeluca13@yahoo.com

15.	All photographs will be passed by the photography committee to verify that class specifications have been met.  If a photograph is not passed, the exhibitor will be notified and allowed, if time permits, to send a replacement photograph. 

16.	Only the photography committee may reclassify an entry, and only with the permission of the exhibitor.  The photography committee and/or the judges may subdivide a class.  

17.	If a photograph is to be returned, the exhibitor must provide a self-addressed return label, envelope, postage and packing material. Any award received will be noted on the back of the mount before it is returned. 
· Purchase two, large (15’x19’) bubble wrap envelopes.  One is for mailing your image to us; the second will be used to return the image to you.  Note: envelopes that are too small make it difficult to get images in and out and may damage the image.
· Wrap your foam core mounted image between two suitable pieces of foam core or non-bendable cardboard, which will be used for return.
· Place your wrapped image and the folded return envelope (addressed and stamped) inside the outer envelope for mailing.
· If the return envelope is not included, it will be assumed that the image will not be returned.

18.	The scale of points by which the classes are to be judged:
	Creativity				25
	Composition				25
	Technical Skill				20
	Conformance/Interpretation	20
	Distinction				10
Total					100


TIMELINE
April 28, 2015				Registration Opens
July 18, 2015				Registration Deadline
August 15, 2015				Photographs Due
September 21, 2015			Zone XI Meeting

For information, contact a member of the Photography Committee:

KGC Photography Co-Chair		KGC Photography Co-Chair/Judge
Stacey De Luca				Shelley Galloway
Sdeluca13@yahoo.com			flowergenius@gmail.com  
312.925.1166					847.772.5398
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Photography Classes

A number of people were integral to the design, development and beautification of the village of Kenilworth, but none more so than founder Joseph Sears, architect George Maher, landscape designer Jens Jensen, and Kenilworth Garden Club founder Anne Spicer.  Their immense influence is represented in the Photography Classes laid out below.

Class 1 – White Gloves & Wheelbarrows 						6 Entries
“Any member who is not brave enough to wheel a barrow of manure down Kenilworth Avenue, if need be, is not worthy of membership.” – Anne Spicer, Kenilworth Garden Club founder

· A COLOR photo of a CLOSE-UP of a wildflower or plant native to your region
· Plant material required

Class 2 – Light Ephemeral 				                   			6 Entries 
“A glimpse through the edge of the woods into the clearing illuminated by fingers of sunlight; a cardinal flashing through the air and lighting on the silvery-gray branches of the hawthorn; a stand of autumnal maples ablaze with the setting sun.  These are the views from the path in a Jens Jensen landscape.” – excerpt from “View From The Path: Jens Jensen in Kenilworth”

· A BLACK/WHITE photo depicting light in a unique or prominent way in a natural setting
· Plant material not required, but suggested


Class 3 – The Water’s Edge								6 Entries
“It would be strange if our people should neglect the advantage that a situation on the shores of beautiful Lake Michigan affords for many delightful rows and pleasant evenings.” – Kenilworth News

· A COLOR photo illustrating water’s movement in a lake, river, stream or pond
· Plant material not required

Class 4 – Elements of Design								6 Entries
“The low-slung Kenilworth Club is a fine example of the classic Prairie School type and shows Maher’s ‘motif-rhythm’ theory, the repeated use of a decorative or architectural element, to unify the design.” – excerpt from “George Washington Maher In Kenilworth”

· A COLOR photo highlighting pattern in nature or architecture
· Plant material not required

 Class 5 – The Root of the Story (Student Class)            	    	 	6 Entries
In 1901, “eighteen grade-school members of the ‘Sling Shot Club’ signed onto a letter to the founder: ‘Dear Mr. Sears: The following are the names of the boys and girls of Kenilworth who want you to please stop cutting down trees and building in the woods.’” - excerpt from “View From The Path: Jens Jensen in Kenilworth”

At one time, Kenilworth was home to a number of Indian Trail Trees, white oaks bent and anchored to the ground with rocks and vines by Indian craft to mark a way through the forest. - “Kenilworth Tree Stories” by Colleen Kilner

Trees often tell a story…

· Tell your own tree story through a COLOR photo of any aspect of a tree or collection of trees.
· This is a student class, limited to the students of Joseph Sears School.
_______________________________________________________________________

AWARDS: Ribbons will be awarded for each class.  The Best In Show may be selected from among the blue ribbon winners.  
[bookmark: _Toc233968557]§     §     §
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.	Entries are open to all GCA Zone XI club members, including provisionals and professionals in their disciplines, except Class 5, which is limited to students of Sears School in Kenilworth

2.	Registration is required for all classes.  Registration forms are provided at the back of the schedule. Classes will be filled in the order registration forms are received according to the postmark or email date/time. 

3.	While The Garden Club of America, Kenilworth Garden Club, and The Kenilworth Assembly Hall will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits, responsibility for damage, loss or personal injury cannot be assumed.

4.	Any clarification or change in the rules, as originally stated in the schedule, shall be communicated promptly in writing by the division chairman to all exhibitors in the class and, at the show, to the judges and to the passing committee.

5.	An entry card must accompany each entry.  Entry cards will be available at the show and upon request from the registration or division chairmen, in advance of the show.  Information required on the entry card must be completed in black waterproof medium. 

6.	The passing committee must pass each entry before an exhibitor may leave the show area. The passing committee reserves the right to refuse any entry that does not conform to the rules of the schedule.  The exhibitor has the option of correcting the entry, if time permits.  If not corrected, the entry cannot be judged, but may remain in place, marked “For Exhibit Only” with a brief, constructively worded statement explaining why it was not judged.  

7.	A statement of intent is optional.  The statement must be no more than 25 words, typed or printed in waterproof medium on a 4”x6” white, unlined card or on the Entry Form.

8.	All exhibits must remain in place and in show condition until fifteen minutes following the closing time of the show.
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PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRY FORM
Photographs Due:	 August 15, 2015

Send to: Stacey De Luca, 545 Kenilworth Avenue, Kenilworth, IL 60043

Please complete two forms per entry.  Affix one to the back of the mounting, indicating top of photo with an arrow.  Leave one form loose.

Class Entered: _____________  Class Title: __________________________________

Name: ___________________________  Email: ________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________ Garden Club:  ____________________________________

Return postage and packaging have been provided:  Yes      No    
Identifiable plant material: ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Title and/or brief statement (optional): _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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PHOTOGRAPHY REGISTRATION FORM
Registration Deadline: July 18, 2015

Mail or email registration to: 
Stacey De Luca
545 Kenilworth Avenue, Kenilworth, IL 60043
312-925-1166
sdeluca13@yahoo.com

Please print using block letters.

Name: ______________________________________________  Date: _________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Tel.: _____________________  Garden Club: _____________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Class number			Class Title

1st Choice: __________________________________________________________________

2nd Choice: __________________________________________________________________
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