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2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR
Free Ways We Can Help You



OUR CORE ESSENTIALS

Our Mission
The mission of  Esperanza is to improve the academic achievement 
of  Hispanics in Greater Cleveland by supporting students to graduate 
high school and promoting post-secondary educational attainment.

Our Vision
The vision of  Esperanza is to be a model  of  academic and commu-
nity excellence.

Our Pillars Driving Success
• Motivate academic achievement
• Enhance the quality of  economic and community life
• Offer enriched educational services and opportunities
• Provide scholarship assistance

Our Programs
Esperanza focuses on student’s academic success by providing a
structure of  student reflection, goal setting, and support. When a
student joins Esperanza, we analyze their current school performance 
and career goals then map out an action plan to guide their path 
toward promotion and graduation. To implement this, we offer the 
following free programs listed in this guide. 
Program locations, dates and times are subject to change.
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OUR LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Hispanic Youth Leadership Program (HYLP) 
A program for high school students providing opportunities for lead-
ership through community service, academic support, and life and 
employment skills. HYLP programs are located at Lincoln West, Max 
Hayes and James F. Rhodes High School; social-emotional academic 
enrichment services take place after school. Students meet Monday 
through Thursday from 2:30 pm until 4:30 pm. There are no criteria 
for who can participate, and any interested students can drop in to 
HYLP at any time. Students also have the option of  seeking guidance 
and information on careers, colleges and universities, the ACT/SAT, 
financial aid and community resources.

We create an environment to develop 
young and emerging leaders.  

Stay In School for College/Career Opportunities (SISCO) 
is a program for middle school students (ages 11-13) designed to 
provide positive youth engagement among Hispanics and encourage 
post-secondary education.  The program offers after-school tutoring 
and development activities, student workshops, high school visits, 
service learning and a summer enrichment program. SISCO is of-
fered at Esperanza from Monday through Thursday between 2:30 pm 
until 5:00 pm.
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OUR SUPPORTIVE PROGRAMS

Family Engagement supports parent(s) as their children’s “first 
teachers”. The program goal is to train and engage parent(s) to 
support their children to be successful in life as well as teaching them 
the importance of  education and values of  this unique and diverse 
community. In the program we offer educational workshops, train-
ings and activities to develop resilient families.  Contact 216-651-7178 
for scheduling. 

OGT (Ohio Graduation Test) Club  offers three rounds of  
OGT academic reinforcement and test preparation sessions through-
out the academic year to support students in learning to perform well 
under pressure and through the limited context of  multiple choice 
questions and written response.  There are two regular 8-week ses-
sions, the first from September to October, and the second from 
January to March. The third is an accelerated, 3-week session which 
runs from May to June. The goal is to prepare the students so they 
are confident, prepared and successful.

Tutoring is done in small group sessions after school or through 
one-on-one sessions with volunteer university students or with an 
adult who is highly experienced in a specific subject area. In part-
nership with the Cleveland Municipal School District, access to our 
students' grade and test performance data in school helps us to quick-
ly identify and support student needs and better ensure their aca-
demic success. This program is offered in schools where Esperanza 
conducts other programs as well as on-site at Esperanza. Tutoring is 
scheduled according to student and tutor availability. 

The presence of continuous learning 
beyond the classroom affirms a student’s 
future success.  
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CONNECTING FOR SUCCESS

The use of connections allows us to 
strengthen the lives of our students to 
maximize academic performance.    

ELLOS (Esperanza’s Latino Leaders for an Outstanding Society) 
and ELLOS (Esperanza’s Latina Leadership Alliance) is a gender 
specific mentoring program for inner-city Hispanic youth. Designed 
to provide positive youth engagement, this program creates a nurtur-
ing, peer-supported environment for high school students, encour-
aging them to complete school and develop their leadership skills. 
ELLOS/ELLA meets twice a month in groups where discussions are 
held on gender-specific and Latino-centered issues, leadership, con-
flict management, higher education, and personal health and safety. 
This program runs during the school year from September through 
May. ELLOS/ELLA group mentoring is available to students in 
grades 6 through 12, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 to 6:30 pm.

One-on-One Mentoring matches students with adult mentors 
based on similar interests, fields of  study, or career paths. Meeting 
times are arranged between Esperanza staff, mentors, students, and 
parents. Mentors make a commitment throughout the school year to 
dedicate a minimum of  4 hours per month to their mentee providing 
support, encouragement and guidance for post high school plans and 
higher education. One-on-one mentoring is available to all students in 
grades 6 through 12.

Charitable Contributions come to us as a result of  the 
kind-hearted generosity of  others.  The August Back to School Drive, 
Holiday Gift Campaigns, Thanksgiving Meals, June Fiesta of  Hope 
Scholarship Luncheon and more allow staff  to grant items to the 
students served through Esperanza, on an as-needed limited basis.  
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CONNECT TO US

Volunteer
It takes a certain type of  person to give their time and knowledge to 
people they have never met in hopes that they will take something 
away from us. Our volunteers meet many great people, students, 
and other volunteers alike.  We are all working with the same goal 
in mind, and without volunteers, we would not be able to reach our 
goals.  There are a variety of  volunteer opportunities available at Es-
peranza, including supporting the programs listed in this guide, and 
assisting with our fund raising and promotional efforts.  For more 
information, contact Adria Hankey-Brown  at 216-651-7178.

The success of Esperanza comes from 
those who serve.

Employment and Internships
We have nearly 20 employees, passionate to go the extra mile and 
help students reach their goals.  Whether it is a direct service po-
sition, leadership position, short-term internship or administrative 
support, employees enjoy working at Esperanza because they are a 
part of  a commendable mission which makes the Greater Cleveland 
community stronger.  For more information on current positions 
available, visit us at www.esperanzainc.org.
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CONNECT TO US

Conveniently located in the heart of the 
community, with free parking.

Esperanza
3104 W. 25th Street (corner of Clark and W. 25th)
4th Floor
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
(216)651-7178

Clark AvenueClark Avenue

W
est 25th Street

W
est 25th Street

Note- US Bank is in 
the building lobby.  

Parking lot accessed 
off Clark Ave.

On-Site Locations in the following schools:
Luis Muñoz Marín School
Lincoln West High School
Max Hayes High School
James Ford Rhodes High School



We translate to hope.

Where the future begins.  All services are provided 
to students with no-cost to the student and family.

www.esperanzainc.org
3104 W. 25th Street, 4th Floor

Cleveland, Ohio 44109
(216)651-7178

info@esperanzainc.org


