
South Carolina Lions lined up for the parade. 

ALOHA!  Greetings from Honolulu, Hawaii! 

Recently around 45 South Carolina Lions attended the 98th Lions International Convention.  

Besides all the traditional tourist destinations, luaus, and beach time, the Convention celebrat-

ed the end of “Growing the Pride” theme by IP Joe Preston.  A parade kicked off the festivi-

ties, with marching units, bands, and floats.  This year, South Carolina was Unit #25, so there 

was time to watch many of the costumed delegations come by at the end of the parade.  Our 

unit was behind Scandinavia and Slovakia and in front of Spain.  One evening Lions were 

entertained by lead singers from Journey and Jefferson Starship, leading up to an exciting 

performance by Kenny Loggins.  A real flashback for music with Lions dancing in the aisles! 

Three large plenary sessions included Tim Shriver keynoting on Special Olympic, Carolyn 

Miles (Humanitarian Award winner) speaking for “Save the Children,” and the inspiring inter-

national flag procession.  The last day’s plenary session included the change of international 

officers as well as the oath of office for the incoming district governors.  Breakout sessions 

were offered in the afternoon on topics such as Leadership, Membership, LCIF, and Service 

Activities.  Displays, staff resources, and vendors rounded out the convention center space. 

The new 2015-2016 Lions International President is Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada, a neurosurgeon 

from Japan.  His theme will celebrate “Dignity. Harmony. Humanity.” and his emblem is an 

origami crane.  This Lions year will continue the celebration of The Lions Centennial and the 

growth of Lions around the world.  Let us continue to serve our communities, our state, and 

the world.  “Where there is a need, there is a Lion!” 
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ALOHA! 
 

I have just returned from a fantastic International Lions Convention in 

Honolulu, Hawaii.  There were approximately 18,000 Lions and fami-

lies from around the world including about 3 from MD 32.  What an 

opportunity to talk to others Lions about their service projects and 

fund raisers. 

 

For me the 3 highlights were the classes for District Governors Elect, 

the Parade, and being sworn in as your 32 A District Governor. 

  

District Governor Elect classes were 3 long days.  DGEs from around 

the world were divided into classes of about 30.  MD 32 were with 

Lions from Turkey, India, Pakistan, Nepal, Illinois, and North Dako-

ta.  We did many small group projects including attempting to make 

Origami Cranes.  Some were more skilled than the rest of us.  It was 

a great team building exercise and gave us one more opportunity to 

build relationships with Lions from very different cultures, but with a 

Lions heart. 

  

The parade was a long hot walk.  The weather felt just like South Carolina.  It is awesome walking down 

the street with thousands of people lined up to watch and cheer.  We heard many "Go Gamecocks" and 

"Go Tigers". Lions in their native costumes again remind us that we are truly an International Service 

organization. 

  

At the final Plenary session our new International President Dr. Yamada was sworn in.  He is a remarka-

ble man.  His theme is Dignity, Harmony, Humanity with an emphasis on service to children in 

need.  Following Dr. Yamaha’s presentation was the swearing in of the 750 DGEs.  I was overwhelmed 

with the honor, the history, and the responsibilities we assume as District Governor for the largest ser-

vice organization in the world. 

  

I am humbled to serve you all in 32 A.  My goals for this 

year include challenging each club to implement 1 new 

hands on service project.  The second goal is to develop 

32 A into the "A" team.  Working together we will grow 

as a District, contribute the most, and do the most ser-

vice for our communities. 

  

Please join me in creating the "32 A Team".  Aloha 

 

DG Edwina 

    

   Pictured right, DG Edwina enjoys time with her 

   Daughter at the International Convention. 
 

 

 

Edwina Otto 
District Governor 32-A 

2015-2016 

 
113 Fairway Drive 

Spartanburg, SC 29303 
H: 864-583-7977 
C: 864-205-1132 

emotto67@aol.com 



Progress Through Service 

Greetings fellow Lions the new year has begun with dignity.  During my time at 

the international convention I was delighted to see the many ways Lions 

around the world contribute in harmony to their communities’ needs.  Those of 

you who follow Lions International on social media know of the many ways 

clubs are serving the needs of humanity.  I strongly encourage all of you to get 

connected and see what Lions are doing around the world. 

This brings me to my vision of our district for the coming year.  Progress 

Through Service, is my theme.  This year I am asking all clubs in District 32B 

to focus on serving their communities’ needs better.  A great way to start is by 

completing the Club Excellence Process.  This program will lead you to deter-

mining your communities’ needs and improving your club also.  Another path 

to this goal is to participate in the Centennial Service Challenge. 

The Centennial Service Challenge started last year and will until the end of the 

2017-2018 Lions year.  Lions we have a goal of serving 100 million people in 

four categories; Youth, Vision, Hunger, and Environment.  Participating in this 

challenge is a great way for all clubs to benefit their community more and 

make a difference through service.   

IP Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada shared a number of initiatives and programs with us at the convention.  The funda-

mental programs like Lions World Sight Day, Lions Day/United Nations, White Cane Safety Day the Peace 

Poster Contest, and many more.  He also introduced new programs and associations with Save the Children, 

Special Olympics, and our partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to end measles around the 

world.  When I and members of my cabinet visit your clubs we will be sharing much more information on how 

we can actively participate in service through these programs. 

I am looking forward to seeing members from all clubs at my first cabinet meeting on July 26.  This meeting 

will be held at Cox Industries in Orangeburg beginning at 3:00 p.m.  I will be sharing much more on how our 

district can Progress Through Service.  This is also a great opportunity to meet other Lions from around the 

district and see what they are doing and get new ideas for your club.   

The three graphics at the bottom of this article represent my vision for this year.  The first is the original Lions 

Logo marking the beginning of our organization with Melvin Jones’ desire to serve.  Our roots so to speak.  

The next is our current IP Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada’s theme, Dignity, Harmony, Humanity.  Dr. Yamada has great 

expectations for this year and sincerely believes we can accomplish greatness if we work together.  The third 

is centennial logo, where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.  Let’s see if we can make this true for our district. 

 

DG Morris 

Morris Herron 
District Governor 32-B 

2015-2016 

 
989 Kearse Road 
Fairfax, SC 29827 
H: 803-632-2596 
C: 803-450-8435 

mherron@frontier.com 



District 32-B News 

 

AIKEN LIONS CLUB CELEBRATES 80TH ANNIVERSARY 
PCC Bill Finley 

  

Our club was chartered on June 28th 1935.  Club Presi-

dent Walker Crosby called the meeting to order on 

Tuesday June 16th at Woodside Plantation.  Good food 

and good fellowship and recalling our proud history was 

the main agenda.  We were so happy to have District 

Governor Jim Strobel and Paula with us for this festive 

occasion.  Our club officers were installed and our own 

Lion Ben Newman provided the special music. Lions 

Charles Goodman, Charlie Dixon and Hines Hamilton 

related some of the “By-Gone Days” as they remem-

bered them.  There was some legitimate bragging going 

on as our club has accomplished much over the past 80 

years and have served many deserving people.  We 

have provided uninterrupted service to our community 

during this time. We look forward to the next 80 years 

with a certain spring in our step and a “Let me help you” attitude.  We are the Aiken Lions Club. 

 

District 32-C News 

Sumter Lions Screen Children 

 

 

Sumter Lions Club conducted 

vision screenings for over 43 

kids at the Sumter YMCA on 2 

June 2015. Sumter Lions used 

the new SPOT camera and con-

ducted the screenings for the Y's 

after school program.  Sumter 

Lions will use the SPOT camera 

to conduct screenings over the 

coming summer months for the 

Croswell Home for Children and 

the Sumter YMCA's back to 

school program in August. Other 

vision screening events are be-

ing planned, too. 



Educated and Ready to Get Started 

Lions of 32C, 

I have been working hard while attending classes and seminars at the Inter-

national Convention in Hawaii to learn how to be the best District Governor I 

can be.  We had classes every day and I had students from seven countries 

in my class.  My instructor was a lady PID from Pakistan, Nilofar Bakhtiar 

(Nilo for short) and she was an excellent teacher.  The convention was a lot of 

hard work but all the information I received made it well worth the time and 

effort.  Of course, Hawaii was not all work.  I did have the opportunity to par-

ticipate in the International Parade and met people from around the world.  

We also enjoyed a Hawaiian luau along with 14,000 other convention partici-

pants.  I feel I am definitely more qualified to serve as your District Governor 

as a result of this convention. 

DG Bob 

Bob Cherinko 
District Governor 32-C 

2015-2016 

 
116 Nathan Road 

Kingstree, SC 29556 
H: 843-355-9038 
C: 843-382-7340 

judyandbobchrerinko@gmail.com 

South Strand Lions Keeping Community Beautiful 

 

The South Strand Lions serve, even in the heat! The Club has adopted Garden City's Sanford Cox Park and remove 

trash quarterly to assure enjoyment of the park by families in the area. 



District 32-C News 

 

South Strand Lions Helping to Feed Community 
  

 

 

The South Strand Lions Club presented a 

check for $3200 to Lion Vickie Bell for the 

Food Bank of South Strand Assembly of 

God from proceeds of the Summer Golf 

Tournament held at Wachesaw Planta-

tion.  Presenting the check is Golf Commit-

tee and Treasurer Lion Bob Bonadonna, 

with Golf Committee members Lions Steve 

Barbour and Carl Blake and President Dr. 

John Mills. 

 

 

 

District 32-D News 

Tega Cay Lions Receive Recognition 

 

 

At the Annual Tega Cay Awards Banquet on 

Saturday, June13, 2VDGE Rhett Hair, District 

32D Global Leadership Team Chairperson, 

presented Tega Cay President Janet Pritchard 

a certificate and banner patch for completing 

the Club Excellence Process. Clubs that excel 

in community service, membership growth, 

communication and organizational manage-

ment and complete the necessary paperwork 

qualify for the prestigious club excellence 

recognition. 

Photo:  2VDGE Rhett Hair presents certificate 

and banner patch to Club President Janet 

Pritchard. 



What’s in it for Me? 

In the business world, before a company will spend money for equipment or up-

grades for computers, a special form must be completed.  The Return on Investment 

(ROI) form has to be documented before decisions are made and expenditures are 

approved.  The form is a tool used to determine if the best uses of time, money, and 

people are being made for the company. 

In our personal lives we often do the same thing on a much simpler level.  Some-

times we may use pen and paper to list the pros and cons before we invest our time 

or money into something.  At other times we speed through the process by asking 

ourselves, “What’s in it for me?”  If we are looking for a good return on our money, 

we may shop around to see what options we have and which ones will yield the best 

return.  If we are going to give up our time, we weigh the choices that will benefit us 

the most before we give up our evenings at home or weekends away from our fami-

lies, hobbies, or the ever growing “to-do lists”.  We make these decisions so often 

that at times we do not realize we are making them. 

When we became Lions, most of us evaluated what was in it for me?  Becoming a 

Lion required attending meetings, paying dues, and participating in community ser-

vices and fund raisers.  We liked the idea of serving others, helping others in our 

community, our state, and even around the world.  Many liked the idea of growing in 

leadership and making new friends with common interests.  Still others liked the fel-

lowship and camaraderie that exist within the clubs. 

We became Lions when someone else asked us to be a guest at a meeting or to par-

ticipate in a club activity and we decided it was worth our time and money.  For the majority of us that was only the starting 

point.  It was later when our hearts were touched by someone we helped or when we saw the results of a life changed be-

cause the Lions serve, that we really became a Lion. 

There is nothing that compares to being a part of an organization that improves the lives of others.  The vision statement for 

Lions Clubs International is “To be the global leader in communities and humanitarian service”.  In 1917, Melvin Jones de-

sired to make a difference in individual lives by serving others.  In 2015, we are still serving others, in more ways than we 

can imagine. 

As we serve others, the “What’s in it for me?” becomes less important.  The time and money we give seem like small 

amounts in comparison to the results we see in our community and our world. 

This coming year my theme is “Refocusing on our Vision.”  It is my desire to see the passion of members rekindled as we 

do more community service (humanitarian service).  I hope clubs will reclaim the excitement of helping others, whether 

screening eyes of children or providing glasses for the elderly.  May there be a unity of spirits working together whether to 

clean highways of litter or providing thank you letters to our troops.  As we perform our acts of service in our communities, 

let us be as creative as possible to add new community services to what we have done in the past.  As we do more, the 

question moves from “What’s in it for me?” to “What more can we do to help others?” 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve as your district governor and I look forward to this coming year. 

DG David 

David Dority 
District Governor 32-D 

2015-2016 

 
504 Marietta Drive 

Greenwood, SC 29646 
H: 843-229-6817 

ddority1950@yahoo.com 



District 32-D News 

 

Wheelchair Ramp Request:  Answering a Call to Service! 

 

 
A request was received by DG Rick Pressly from PID Lion Dr. Franklin Mason for help with providing a 
“Wheelchair Ramp” at the home of his daughter, Mary Mason King.   According to the information that Dr. 
Franklin provided, Mary fell and broke both of her legs in January and is currently in a nursing/rehab home in 
West Columbia.  Mary’s insurance ran out after 60 days in rehab and she is not old enough for Medicare. 
Her home was located in Lexington which is in District 32D and therefore the request to the area Lions.  
 
This request provided the Lions of 32D with an opportunity to help out one of our own.  With that request the 
call for help went out to district 32D clubs to find a Lion who had experience and know how in building a 
wheelchair ramp, several Lions that were willing to help with the construction, and then the  funds to com-
plete the project. DG Rick pledged personally and asked each club in 32D to help with a small donation.  “I 
have no idea what it cost to build the ramp, however, I know Lions and I know we and the Good Lord will 
provide.” Stated DG Rick. 

 
 



We are pleased to report that the ramp for Mary 

King is completed. Through a coordinated effort from 

Lions, church groups with ramp building experience, 

friends and family members, the project was accom-

plished in the needed timeframe.  According to Lion 

Jim Satkowski of the Lexington Lions Club, “It took a 

bit longer than expected as the ground near the road 

was very hard clay and it took a while to dig a hole 

for the posts.”  Initially, Mary was scheduled to come 

home June 7, but the doctors indicated she would 

need to stay in rehab until June 19.   Mary has seen 

photos of the ramp and is grateful that it is now 

available for her. 

  

A hard-working crew did an incredible job.  Those 

helping were PDG Jim Varn from the Camden Lions 

Club;  and from The Lexington Lions Club were: Li-

on David Hudepohl, club  president, and Lions Bob 

Martin, Philip Flynn, Jim Satkowski, and Tom Ander-

son.  From the Mt Horeb ramp build team: Joe 

Pinkham, chief designer and engineer, Tom Vlahov-

sky, and Darryl Wessinger. 

  

Lunch was provided to the workers by Barbara Sat-

kowski, wife of Lion Jim Satkowski.  And the balus-

ters were installed the following day with the help of 

members of the Satkowski family:  Ayden Jones 

( grandson), Addison Jones  (granddaughter), Brian 

Jones (Son in Law), and Barbara Satkowski.  “All of 

us  were glad to be able to help Mary and we will 

continue to pray for her healing during this time,” 

said Lion Jim Satkowski.   Another story that puts 

our motto, WE SERVE, into action!  Thanks to all 

who worked; donated; and supported this project.  



District 32-D News 

 

Winnsboro Lions Present Scholarship 

The Winnsboro Lions Club recently presented its 

2015 scholarship to Miss Hannah Silvia, a graduat-

ing senior and Leo Club President at Richard Winn 

Academy.  Each year the Winnsboro Lions Club 

provides a $750 scholarship to a graduating sen-

ior, rotating annually between Richard Winn Acad-

emy and Fairfield Central High School.  Based on 

an essay contest judged by a Lions Club commit-

tee, the scholarship is given to promote continued 

learning and instill community service emphasis in 

its recipient.  

Photo:  Lion Past President Gene Clemens is 

shown presenting the check to Miss Silvia as her 

father looks on. 

 

32D Officer Training:  Informative and Fun 

Officer Training was 

held on Saturday, May 

30th to empower the new 

officers with information 

and ideas to help them 

in their new positions.  

Lion Rhett Hair did a 

great job facilitating the 

32D Club Officer Train-

ing, which was held at 

First UMC in Winnsboro. 

VDGE Paul Dove pro-

vided his famous Chick-

en Bog for lunch. There 

were 9 clubs represent-

ed with 27 Lions from 

throughout 32D.  A spe-

cial thanks also to DGE David Dority, PDG Gregg Turner and Lion Melody Hair for helping with the training.  

Lion Daniel Prohaska of the Due West Lions Club exclaimed on his Facebook post, “I thoroughly enjoyed the 

training! Extremely informative, encouraging, and fun!!! Very grateful to everyone who helped make it possi-

ble. 32-D is on a great track to keep doing wonderful things for South Carolina Lions!” 

 

https://www.facebook.com/paul.dove.7


Blythewood Welcomes Two New Lions! 

 
The Blythewood Lions continue to 
push club growth!  At the last 
meeting in May, two new lions 
were inducted-- both new lions 
were spouses joining with their 
wives who had been inducted or 
transferred into the club earlier.   
New lions Samuel Dixon, hus-
band of Lion Victoria Mokeba-
Dixon; and Lion Dr. Travis Zigler, 
husband of Lion Dr. Jenna Zigler, 
were inducted by PDG Barbara 
Beckham at a regular meeting of 
Blythewood Lions. 
 
During that same meeting Lion 
Dr. Jenna Zigler, a recent transfer 
from an out of state Lions Club 
and her husband, Dr. Travis 
Zigler, a new lion, gave a special 
presentation of their mission 
work.  Both Ziglers are eye pro-
fessionals and have opened prac-
tices in Blythewood and Lugoff.  Lions Jenna and Travis have worked on several mission trips in the past four 
years.  They brought pictures from their mission service in Jamaica and shared their journeys with our lions at the 
May meeting.   To put their mission workload in perspective, Lion Travis said that he saw 3,000 patients in a week 
in Jamaica versus an average year in their eye practice averaging 2,000 patients seen.  Tremendous efforts and 
commitment are certainly part of the Ziglers’ careers and we are thankful to have such talented and dedicated in-
dividuals as part of the Blythewood Lions Club. 
 
The Ziglers also shared the journey of a pair of donated eyeglasses—from the time the glasses are dropped in a 
collection box in the local community—sorted and delivered by the club sight chairman—to the washing, prescrip-
tion sorting and final packing at regional centers across the US to go to the mission field.  And just think—it all 
starts with the Lions asking for old glasses and then being transformed into a miracle of sight for someone we 
may never know!  A big  THANK YOU to Lions Jenna and Travis for their dedication to saving sight. 
 
Photo:   pictured are Lion Rhett Hair who was sponsor for new Lion Samuel Dixon, and  Lion Susan Titis, sponsor 
for new Lion Dr. Travis Zigler . 

32D - First Cabinet Meeting Goes Hawaiian! 
 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 at 6:30 PM 
Grace United Methodist Church 
201 South Church Street, Union, SC 
Meal:  Meat and 3 Vegetables - 
Contact:  PDG George Goings   
Home: 864-4271517 / Cell: 864-429-6259 
Chairperson: Lion Judy Caston  
Home:  864-427-2767 / Cell: 864-441-8189 

 
The theme is an Hawaiian evening to carry over from the International Convention 
and allow members to wear Hawaiian shirts or dresses.  Maybe those who attend 
the International Convention can wear the island wear from their trip one more 
time before packing it away!  The idea is for a fun evening for the members.  



Greetings Fellow Lions.  

I look forward to serving with a great Council this year as we count 

down to our Centennial in 2017. Our International President Dr. Jit-

suhiro Yamada ’s theme “Dignity, Harmony, Humanity” unites Lions 

throughout the world by reminding us why we are Lions… to serve 

our communities and treat people with dignity and respect. Isn’t is 

amazing that over 1.4 million Lions in over 210 countries and geo-

graphic areas in the world do the same thing although we may do it 

in different ways depending on the need?  

People have many different ways to spend their spare time. I be-

lieve that a lot of people want to find an outlet that allows them to 

make a difference - not just get together for a meal with friends. We 

need to emphasize our community service in order to attract new 

members and keep them involved in our clubs once they join. Dur-

ing our Centennial Celebration we will be concentrating on four are-

as: Youth, Vision, Hunger and the Environment.  

We have an opportunity to participate with our Youth by attending the opening celebration of our 

Youth Exchange Touring Camp at the SC School for the Deaf and Blind in Spartanburg on Saturday, 

July 25
th
 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM. Many MD 32 Clubs will be providing support for the touring camp in 

the form of meals, a place to stay and visits with the individual clubs. The Youth Exchange closing 

ceremony will take place on Friday, August 7
th
 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM at Forest Lake Presbyterian 

Church at 6500 N. Trenholm Road in Columbia. Please RSVP to Lion Jim Varn by July 20
th
 at 

jimvarn@varnhaus.net. We have one of the top 10 youth exchange programs in the world. Join us in 

celebrating the opportunities we have to promote international harmony through this program. 

Looking ahead to the Fall, we will be celebrating World Sight Day on October 14
th 

 with our mobile 

screening unit providing health screenings in Columbia and other locations.  Students age 11- 13 will 

be participating in our International Peace Poster Contest with a 2015 theme of “Share Peace”. Visu-

ally impaired students can participate in the Lions International Essay Contest with the same themes. 

The Reading Action Program is another service opportunity. Many clubs hold food drives, participate 

in Meals on Wheels and other programs to combat hunger. Adopt a Highway and tree planting pro-

grams are examples of Environmental programs.  

Start planning now on how your Club will connect with our communities and engage like minded ser-

vice people during the upcoming Lions Year.  

CC Charlene 

Charlene Frye 
Council Chairperson 

2015-2016 

 
839 Indigo Avenue 
Cayce, SC 29033 
C: 803-331-9529 

bckfrye@hotmail.com 

mailto:jimvarn@varnhaus.net


ARE YOU UP FOR A CHALLENGE? 

Dr. Franklin Mason is Challenging You Again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following challenge is being issued by PID Dr. Franklin Mason of the Mullins Lions Club and the 

namesake of the Dr. Franklin G. Mason Fellowship.  

Dr. Mason is challenging up to twelve Lions to donate $1,000 to the South Carolina Lions Foundation. 

With this challenge, he has issued the following requirements: 

Each $1,000 donation from an individual Lion will be matched (maximum of 12 donors) 

Each of the 4 districts of MD-32 must have three donors, totaling twelve for the match to be made.   

Each of these Individual donors will be eligible for a Dr. Franklin G. Mason Fellowship. 

Applicable dates are from July 1, 2015 through February 28, 2016.   

Cumulative donations from prior periods are not eligible. 

Fellowship plaques and pins will be presented at the 2016 Multiple District 32 State Convention. 

 

 


