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Where There’s a Need…There’s a Lion!

This slogan has never been more appropriate than the last few weeks in South Carolina where Lions have joined
together with fellow Lions, community leaders, emergency personnel, FEMA agencies, and local food banks to do
whatever was needed to support our state. The disastrous flooding took its toll on our communities throughout
the state. “We haven’t seen this level of rain in the Low country in a thou“We haven’t seen this level of
sand years, that’s how big this is,” stated Governor Nikki Haley as she adrain in the Low country in a
dressed the citizens of South Carolina in early October. South Carolina
thousand years, that’s how
dodged a direct hit from Hurricane Joaquin only to be hammered by a storm
big this is,”
system that soaked Columbia and the Midlands, forcing evacuations when
flood waters damaged bridges, dams gave way, roads were destroyed, whole Governor Nikki Haley
neighborhoods were submerged, causing power outages, and compromising
drinking water for the entire Midlands. Nineteen deaths were directly related to the flood.
Story continued pages 8, 9 and 15

WE ARE LIONS – THANKFUL FOR OUR LIONS FAMILY

Greetings Fellow Lions. What a difference a few days makes! In my last
Palmetto Lion article, I encouraged Lions to donate to the Syrian refugee
crisis. A few days later, South Carolina experienced the Great Flood, a
1,000 year event. Although much of the State was impacted, parts of District 32C and 32D bore the brunt of the destruction. The Grants Staff at
LCIF sent information to the District Governors on Monday following the
flood regarding emergency grants. District 32C and 32D each received approval of a $10,000 emergency grant within hours of receipt of their applications. The grants are limited to basic emergency items. District 32D
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assembled buckets with mops, gloves, bleach and other items and distrib-
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uted them to several locations. District 32C has issued vouchers for resi-
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local stores. Individual Lions and Lions Clubs have donated supplies,

dents who were impacted by the flood to obtain emergency supplies from
manned emergency centers and distribution points, and helped in ways
too numerous to mention.

The outpouring of support from our fellow Lions in other parts of the state, the country and the world has
been overwhelming. When we donate to other areas impacted by natural disasters either through LCIF or directly to Lions in that area, we never expect that we will be the ones in need. We have received donations

from other areas with the comment, “You were there when we needed help.” Our Lions friendships both old
and new around the country and throughout the world have resulted in an outpouring of concern and help.
We are truly a Lions family.
Due to the widespread damage and many rural areas impacted, it will be a long road to recovery. An elderly
man in rural Lower Richland County commented on television, “We’re out in the country. We’re on our own.”
No, he is not. “Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion.” There will be many opportunities to serve our communities in the coming months as the local Lions Clubs and the District Governor Teams decide how to best address the many needs. Ask your family and friends to help in projects. Give them the opportunity to serve
with you.
We also need to remember to make our Sustaining Member Donations and Club contributions whether it is
Candy Day or another fund raiser to South Carolina Lions Foundation. As the Blue Cross Blue Shield Grant requires that we provide the matching funds before the end of this calendar year, please make your donations
as soon as you can. We have provided a record amount of services so far this year but the need for help continues to increase.
Yours in Lionism
CC Charlene

Lions,
October brought historic flooding and devastation to our beautiful Palmetto
State. Dams we rarely think about gave way to the pressure of the waters
which overwhelmed our rivers and streams. Roads and bridges washed away in
what scientists tell us is a once in 1,000 years weather event. Some of you
know people who lost everything. Many of you sustained damage at your home
or office. All of you know someone who was impacted by the floods.
We watched as folks with no training became heroes as they rescued their
neighbors as waters raged and rains poured. As the rains subsided we saw people across our state helping others save what could be saved. As the waters
receded and the sun shone again, we saw people all across our state begin
helping clean up the mess. Shelters opened up across the state for those displaced and the outpouring of food, clothes and money was almost overwhelming. Organizations from all over our country sent relief workers and supplies
and water began to pour into South Carolina. As is often the case, in one of our
darkest hours, we saw the best in all of us.

Paul Hinson, PCC
Chairperson, SCLCS
2015-2016
2612 Quail Hollow Lane
W. Columbia, SC 29169
H: 843-739-4383
803lionpaul@gmail.com

Lions were at the forefront of these efforts. We received Emergency Disaster
Grants from LCIF within days. Clubs and Lions volunteered to help clean up. “Flood Buckets” were purchased
and distributed to assist cleaning efforts. Some clubs helped raise funds for flood relief. Others donated food,
water and goods to those displaced. It wasn’t surprising. It’s what Lions do. We Serve.
While serving our community in times of disaster and need is necessary and important, we Lions have a higher
calling. There are lots of non-profits and government agencies which specialize in disaster relief. They do this all
the time and they are good at it. But Lions, SCLCS’s specialty is improving the lives of South Carolina residents by
providing vision and hearing health care including basic health screenings, eye surgeries, hearing devices, and
optical supplies for the underserved who would otherwise not receive assistance. We do this all the time and we
are great at it!
The floods came the very week we were to begin holding Candy Day fundraisers across the state. Many of these
efforts were canceled or postponed. The floods canceled our World Sight Day screenings in Myrtle Beach and
Columbia along with the all-day exposure in two television markets these events provided. And all of this happened the same month we typically experience our tightest cash flow issues.
Lions, now we need to help ourselves. It is not time to forget the flood or its many victims and their needs. We
will always help our neighbors no matter what the need is, but it is time to refocus on our core mission. We
need desperately to send our club and individual contributions to SCLF immediately to meet our day to day operating costs. We need to contribute now to continue our eye surgery program and reach our goal for the Blue
Cross Blue Shield grant. We need to ask our neighbors to contribute so our health screening unit can continue to
do vision screenings in our schools to uncover hidden vision problems before they become debilitating health
issues. It is time to be Lions. How will you roar?

Lions Shine Through the Storm
As I write this article my heart is heavy. It has been a most difficult month for Lions in
South Carolina. 32 A is mourning the loss of Immediate Past District Governor Gary
Greene. Gary was a committed dedicated member of the Landrum Lions Club. He
had terrific ideas for growing Lions clubs and for building networks. He was quiet, but
when he shared his views they were well thought out. Gary's grin, sense of humor,
and love for Lion Monica will be a lasting legacy to not only the Landrum Lions, 32 A,
but to MD 32.
Then there was the 1,000 year flood thru the Midlands and the Low Country. So
many people losing their lives. Others losing their homes and all earthly goods. Now
it is the ugly hard job of cleaning up. Throwing out soggy carpets, ruined dry wall, and
a life time of memories.
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The media and attention has shifted to other areas of the United States. However,
local Lions and Lions International are still there. Two districts applied for and each
received $10,000 LCIF emergency grants. This money has been used for food, blankets, medications, and cleaning supplies. Many clubs in the area have helped with
continuing clean up. Clubs in 32 A have sent water and supplies as well as making
contributions to Red Cross and Harvest Hope. Where there is a need there is a Lion.

Our clubs in 32 A have held special fundraisers to donate to the Red Cross, Salvation
Army, Harvest Hope, and to church groups to aid these victims. However, we cannot
forget our other Lions donations. There are still folks in need of eye glasses, specialized surgeries, and eyes to be
screened. Lets raise as much for SCLCS and Storm Eye as we have for flood victims.

Where there is a need there is a Lion!
Peace
DG Edwina

Peace Poster Winners Recognized at R.C. Edwards Middle
2015 Peace Poster Contest winners
from R.C. Edwards Middle School
were recognized at the Oct. 22nd
meeting of the Clemson and Six Mile

Lions Clubs. Six Mile Lions sponsored
the 7th grade, and Clemson Lions
sponsored the 6th and 8th grades.
Left to right: 7th grade winner Nicholas Simmons, Jr.; 6th grade winner,
Amy Arredondo; art teacher, Melissa Monroe; 8th grade winner Julia
Kempton

SMC and USC Upstate Students Volunteer
Spartanburg Methodist College students volunteered their time and talents as they
worked along side Spartanburg Lions Club
members at the Lions Club Booth at the
Piedmont Fair. The SMC student really enjoyed meeting Lions Club members who encouraged them to join Lions Clubs across
South Carolina and make a life-long commitment of serving others.
Where there's a need, there's a Lion....even if
it's a future Lion. Hats off to both SMC, USC
Upstate and the Spartanburg Lions Club for
making such a huge difference in the Spartanburg community.

Photo Left:
Lion Mike White, Lion Gene Jackson, and
a student from USC Upstate prepare food
for the Spartanburg Food booth at the
fair. All proceeds go to the South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind

Greeting fellow Lions. This has been a busy month for all of us in MD32. The record
rainfall in early October proved both a challenge and opportunity for our organization.
District 32B fortunately was not as affected as others in the state. I would like to give a
big THANKS to all the Lions around the district; especially ALERT Chair, PCC Bill Finley,
for all their assistance in checking for critical needs during and immediately after the
storm. I am pleased to report that even though we did not require assistance from Lions International they we ready to help. I was contacted soon after the state was declared a disaster area and given information on the grant available and how to obtain it
quickly. PCC Bill assembled a team of Lions to respond and survey the district for needed assistance. This process led us to determine that although there was damage
around the district, none required the type of assistance covered by the emergency
grant funds available. I am also pleased to say that the districts in the state which did
qualify and need the assistance received it very quickly. We also were offered help
from many Lions Clubs around the country. Lion in our district were even contacted by
former exchange students checking on our condition. Family taking care of family.
Now is the time to send you peace poster entries for judging. The poster entries are
due to me by November 15th. I look forward to seeing the many entries and sending
the winning poster to the next level of competition. Please send your entries to DG
Morris Herron, 989 Kearse Road, Fairfax, SC 29827. Be sure to send them in a sturdy
mailing tube and insure them.
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By now most of you have had or will shortly have your Fall fundraising event for SCLCF.
This year as I have passed along before the goal was $50 per member. This goal was set to help meet the needs of the
foundation in funding our part of a matching eye surgery grant from Blue Cross/Blue Shield. Since this goal was set,
district membership has decreased by a little over 5 percent. In order to meet the obligations of this grant SCLCF needs
all club donations no later than December 31st, and if it all possible a little extra would be very appreciated. Thanks to
the clubs that have already donated and I am sure we can meet our goal.
Keeping the Centennial Challenge in mind, now would be an excellent time to plan a new service project. The holiday
season is rapidly approaching and plenty of opportunities exist to help others. Rather than suggest activities, I am going
to leave it up to you, the individual clubs, to determine how your members can live up to our motto “We Serve”. All I
ask is that we remember why we became Lions and agreed to become “Knights of the Blind”.
I would like to believe the slim attendance at the cabinet meeting on Oct 18th was due to my lack of communicating the
event and its’ importance. With this in mind I am asking everyone to make plans now to attend the Mid-Winter Convention in Beaufort, January 29-30. There will be great activities, good information, and important decisions to be
made. Any time Lions get together good ideas are exchanged and new connections are made. This is what will allow us
to grow and move forward as an organization.
In closing I would like to ask all Lions to keep the family of IPDG Gary Greene in their prayers during the upcoming holidays. The loss of a family member is never easy, especially so suddenly and at this time of year. Lion Gary was a real
asset to our organization.
DG Morris

Disaster Relief continued from Page 1

Lions immediately took action with District
Governors in 32C and 32D, the most damaged
areas, assessing the needs and requesting assistance from Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF). The requests were approved
within hours and $10,000 was directed to each
district for food, clothing, medical supplies,
blankets, hygiene items, and cleaning supplies.
And Lions rolled up their sleeves and began
doing what they do best – purchasing needed
food supplies, packing food bags, and organizing a “bucket brigade” to fill and deliver flood
buckets to families who lost everything. Lions
continuously offered assistance for whatever
was needed to help our communities and fellow citizens recover. From the beginnings of
Lionism with Melvin Jones the Lions shine best
when they are serving! And serving they did:
serving meals, handing out bottled water, collecting and sorting clothing, gathering cleaning
supplies, handing out brooms and sometimes
giving a big hug to encourage those who were
hurting. And, the needs are still out there.

We are reminded daily that those
who have lost everything are still

seeking assistance. And as Lions
we will be there through the long
haul as South Carolina recovers!
Thank you to LCIF! And thank
you to Lions from across the
United States and world who
emailed, called, and asked “How
can we help?” I’m proud to be a
Lion -- Aren’t you?

West Florence High School Leos Holds
Induction Ceremony
Under the leadership and direction of Lion Rhonda
Tiwari, Leo Club Advisor, the club has a 135 Leo
membership, making it one of the largest Leos club in
South Carolina. The latest service project involves
collecting cleaning supplies for flood victims. Others
include used eyeglasses collection for recycling in developing countries, handmade well-wishing card collection for soldiers overseas, clothes, hat and glove
collection for distribution; to name a few.

Assembling collected cleaning supplies for flood victims.

Lions and Wal-Mart Team up in
Sight Loss Prevention
The Florence Evening Lions Club and Walmart Vision
Center, recently offered free vision screenings to citizens
of the local community in a collaborative initiative. The
event recognized the urgent and ongoing need for detection in the fight against preventable vision loss. Since
1917, Lions clubs throughout the world have shared a
common vision… to fight blindness and promote vision
care for all and were happy to partner with the Vision
Center. Lions screened with newly acquired SPOT Vision
Screener. A total of 89 individuals were screened with 10
referrals to eye care professionals.

WFHS LEOS

Officers with Leo Advisor, Lion Ronda, second from right

IPDG Randy, LCIF Chairperson and DG Bob at FEMMA office in Lake City
South Carolina District 32C suffered thru a terrible rain and consequential
flood event the weekend of October 3, 2015. Many people were adversely
affected by the rain and flooding, with the loss of homes, shelter, food, clothing, medical supplies, cars and home goods. Our state was declared a Disaster
Area.
Our District received a $10,000.00 grant from LCI to be given out to flood victims. They wanted us to monitor the disbursement to ensure it was used for
food, clothing, water, blankets, medical supplies and cleaning materials. We
decided to use a voucher system and limit the individual allotments to $50.00
each which gave us 200 vouchers to distribute to our clubs in the areas affected. PDG Randy Croom and PDG George O’Neil and PDG Randy Edwards were
very helpful in organizing the relief efforts. We are receiving more donations
from clubs in our district, individual Lions to help the flood victims and other
Lions from around the country. Donations can be sent to me made payable to
the ‘LIONS DISTRICT 32C 2015 FLOOD VICTIMS ACCOUNT.’
We will be having our district council meeting on Saturday, November 14,
2015. All Zone Chairmen, Club Presidents and Secretaries should plan to
attend.
Now is the time to help the people in your communities with a helping hand.

DG Bob Cherinko
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Doritys Visit All S. C. State Parks!
Are you aware that South Carolina has 47 state parks? With a
Labor Day 2015 visit to Hampton Plantation State Park, Lion Claudia and DG David Dority completed visits to all 47 State Parks and
5 Historic Sites that are maintained by the S.C. State Park Service. The staff at Hampton Plantation gave them a private tour of
the Hampton Plantation and patches from the State Park. Also,
the South Carolina State Park Service sent them special tee shirts
with the 47 state parks listed on the back, showing a check mark
by each one.
Photo caption: In the photo from the Hampton Plantation State
Park on Labor Day 2015 are (left to Right) Niki Ohlandt, Park Interpreter, Lion Claudia, Lion David, and Jayson Sellers, Park Manager.

Blythewood Lions Offer Screening at Event
On Sunday, October 18th, the Blythewood Lions Club offered
free vision screenings at Richland Northeast High School as
part of the school’s annual “Trick or Trunk” event. While

children scattered through the parking lot, visiting Halloween
themed cars and trucks with loads of candy, the lions worked
inside to provide important vision screenings. The event coordinator, Dr. Shirley Ballard, herself a lion in the Columbia
Northeast Lions Club, arranged for fellow lions in Blythewood
to bring the SPOT camera and offer this service to their community.

Lion Kim holds camera as she checks boy’s vision across table. It’s
that simple!

The SPOT camera will identify nine diseases that affect vision with

just a few seconds for a photo with this special camera. Over 80
screenings were provided during the two hour event. The Blythewood Lions are fortunate to have this special camera due to a grant
from the Fairfield Electric Cooperatives RoundUp Fund.
If you would like to have more information on how to schedule a
screening for your school, daycare, or special event; contact Lion
Barbara Beckham at beckham1953@aol.com or (803) 315-9346.
L to R: Lions Dr. Shirley Ballard, Melody Hair, Barbara Beckham and
front: Brenda Ballentine holding SPOT camera.

Lions do….

If we ask the average person on the street, “What do Lions do?” If they are familiar
with Lions, the first response would probably be, “They sell brooms.” They may not
know why we sell brooms, but they know we sell them. If you ask a Lion the same
question, the first response would probably be, “We serve.” Since 1954, the established official motto of Lions Clubs International has been “We Serve.” However,
Lions know since the establishment of the Association of Lions Clubs in 1917, Lions
have always been serving. This fact has really been evident over the past two
weeks.
As this article is being composed, it has been two weeks since the heavy rains and
floods have spread across our state. From the time the destruction and losses became obvious, Lions in our district moved into action. Through the efforts of those
Lions and many others, we saw that Lions do much more than serve.
Lions care. Lions have a heart for others and we care about our communities, our
district, and our state. Lions care about other clubs and the members in the middle
of disasters. We received phone calls from other districts and states, such as Connecticut and North Dakota, asking how we were and how could they help. Lions
care so much, we put others before ourselves.
Lions respond. It is one thing to say we care, but it is another thing to act because
we care. Clubs in the district immediately sought ways to provide for the growing
needs of the people impacted by the floods. Some clubs with small memberships
worked around the clock doing all they could. On a broader scale Lions Clubs International Foundation responded with an Emergency Grant of $10,000.00 for District
32D and the same for District 32C to help with those immediate needs.
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Lions donate. Lions Clubs have donated funds, material goods, and many hours to helping those in need. Members have
collected items essential to those in shelters and those who have lost nearly everything they own. Lions have donated the
use of our vehicles, our resources, and our finances to accomplish the delivery of goods to the victims of the floods. We
have given whatever it takes to get the job done.
Lions travel. Many Lions have driven from the comforts of our homes to the areas where the volunteers were needed. We
have made many trips up and down the roads to carry collected items and to be available to distribute food, water, cleaning supplies, and blankets. We have traveled to provide meals for those with losses, and for volunteers and workers.
Where there were needs, Lions traveled to be there.
Lions work. Lions have not been satisfied to just write checks. We have rolled up our sleeves and gotten a “little dirty”.
Many Lions have packed up, picked up, loaded, unloaded, moved around, handed out, cleaned up, and done whatever
needed to be done. One group of Lions got together after attending the Storm Eye Institute Symposium in Charleston
most of the day, drove three hours to another location, and worked a couple of hours packing 100 five-gallon buckets with
cleaning supplies to be delivered to the flood affected areas.
Yes, Lions serve and do much more…we sacrifice. In the September issue of the Palmetto Lion, the question was raised,
“Are we willing to make sacrifices?” The answer has been a resounding “yes”! The Lions have sacrificed our energy and
sleep. We have sacrificed our time, weekends, and even vacation time. We have sacrificed our resources, financial and
personal goods. What has been said about Lions holds true for Leo Clubs. During this time, the Leo members have been
on the front line doing just as much, and with the energy of young people helping others every way possible.
We still practice what we say, “Where there is a need, there is a Lion” and where there are many needs, there are many
Lions.
DG David

ABBEVILLE LIONS CLUB CELEBRATES 80 YEARS!
By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville Lions Club celebrated its 80th birthday in September with a celebration at the
Christian Life Center of the First
Baptist Church of Abbeville. International Director Kembra
Smith, whose parents Gilbert
and Alpha Smith live in Due
West, was the featured speaker.
ID Kembra, an attorney who lives
in the Atlanta area, noted that
the Christian Life Center was
built on the location of a house
where her aunt and uncle lived.
During official comments ID
Kembra provided a short history
of the organization that we now
know as Lions International, and
provided a history as well of the
Abbeville Lions Club. She noted
that the organization that we
now know as Lions International
was established in 1917. It was
in 1925 when Helen Keller asked Lions to be “knights” for the blind, and it was in 1931 the Lions became truly an international organization, when they held their first convention outside the United States. The gathering was in Toronto, Canada.
Early on, the Lions were a male-only organization, but times have changed and so have Lions, and today as many as 45 percent of new Lions are women. Interestingly, in 1935 Amelia Earhart was made an honorary member of a Lions Club in New
York.
ID Kembra continued her comments mentioning key events in a timeline of Lions history. The Greenwood Lions chartered
the Abbeville Club in September, 1935. In 1947 the Lions were recognized as the world’s largest service organization. In
1952 the first Lions club was chartered in Japan, and the Abbeville Lions started sponsoring the Abbeville High School athletic awards program. It was in 1954 that the motto “We serve” was adopted by Lions the world over, and it is still used by
Lions today. In 1956, Lions gave Stevie Wonder his first musical instrument.
It was in the 1960s that the Lions Clubs International Foundation was established, and a Melvin Jones memorial was established in Arizona. In the 1970s and 1980s, three U.S. Presidents who were also Lions occupied the Oval Office, including Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan. The international Lions organization has through the years collaborated with a
number of groups, working with the Carter Foundation to combat river blindness, and donating money for tsunami relief..
The local club in Abbeville is engaged in a number of projects to benefit the community. These projects include planting
trees at Westwood Elementary, helping with the reading program at Long Cane Primary, and presenting a law enforcement
appreciation banquet, in addition to providing vision screenings at area schools.

Abbeville Anniversary Continued...

In addition to the keynote speech, a number of awards were presented. Lion Sarah
Kennerly of Abbeville was recognized Lion of the Year, and Lion Charles Williams
was recognized for having 41 years of
perfect attendance. Lion Sarah Kennerly
was praised for her diligence in keeping
board minutes and other records.
State Rep. Craig Gagnon read aloud congratulatory resolutions from the Governor and the General Assembly. There was
also a resolution from Abbeville Mayor
Sarah Sherwood.
Two women were inducted as new members of the club--Sandy Knox and Laurie Wolfe--and Lions dignitaries extended their
congratulations.
The celebration had a Thirties theme, and a number of people sported period dress. At each table were lists showing how
much people made back then, and how much things cost.

Living the Motto “We Serve”
On Saturday, October 24th, Lion Dr. Shirley Ballard and her husband, Eddie, donated some furniture to a family down in Alcolu,SC ( Clarendon County). The mother, Nikki Brown, is visual impaired. She has four sons and a daughter. Lion Shirley’s sister
told her that the family had joined their church and she needed some furniture. Lion Shirley was able to donate a sofa, chair,
microwave, tv, tables, bedding and even two bicycles for the boys to share.
Lion Dr. Shirley Ballard is a member of the Columbia Northeast Lions Club and currently serves as advisor for the very active
Richland Northeast High School Leo Club. She is an energetic, enthusiastic Lion and lives the ‘We Serve” motto.

Left:
Mrs. Nikki Brown (center) with her
son and Lion Dr. Shirley Ballard
as they prepare to unload donated
furniture.

Right:
Eddie Brown begins to unload
furniture.

Richland Northeast LEO’s Celebrate 35th Anniversary
Richland Northeast High School's Leo Club will celebrate their 35 year anniversary with a
Gala on December 12, 2015 at 5:00 pm. The celebration will be held at Richland Northeast
High School, 7500 Brookfield Road, Columbia. The deadline for tickets is November 20 and
the cost is $10.00 per person. Please make checks payable to the RNE Leo Club. We hope
you will join fellow Lions and Leos in celebrating this special milestone for the Richland
Northeast High School Leo Club.

Richland Northeast LEO Club Installs Officers and Inducts
Members
Installation of officers and member
inductions for the 2015-2016 school
year were held on September 30th.
Officers inducted were: Zenia Ballard-president, Danielle Roberts-Vice
President, Danyell Glover- Secretary,
McKenzie Hayes- Assist. Secretary
and Nylah Lemard- Treasurer.
L.E.O. stands for Leadership, Experience and Opportunity. Each Officer and member pledged to uphold those qualities as members of the Richland Northeast Leo Club. Community service remains the cornerstone of the program, fostering a lifetime commitment to helping
others. Like their Lion counterparts, Leo club members enjoy serving their neighbors and watching positive results unfold.
The Richland Northeast Leo Club will celebrate their 35th Anniversary on December 12, 2015. All past Leo RNE officers and
members are encouraged to attend the Gala.

Cavaliers Caring
The RNE Leo Club keep the "We Serve" motto in the forefront of their Leo Club. The Leos and fellow RNE students collected and delivered school supplies to the elementary students at Joseph Keels Elementary School. These high school Leos
are involved and service oriented. Led by advisor, Lion Dr. Shirley Ballard, the Leo Club is very active.

